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THE. OPEN 
WINDOW 

Fr. 
Louis Hohman 

Dear Father Hohman, 

periodical or newspaper [I can't 
remember whichj that the Church 
in this country had annulled 7,000 
marriages this year as cornpared 
with only one tenth thatiriumber 
a year or two ago. I also have read 
in ' t ime ' m a g a z i n e : \ $ £ t I some 
theologians are talking about 
allowing divorce in the Catholic 
Church.. J know therehavebeen a 
tat of changes in the. Church in 
the last few years, but if this one 
comes about, many,many people 
will be shocked and angry. I for 
one will he because I married a 

- divorced man many years ago 
arid I have been "ex-
cornmnicated/^aHthtet ime. l 
go to Mass and have raised my 
children Catholic, but have felt 
like a n outsider. Is this for real or 

: Wondering^ 

Dear P X , * * 

This is one of those questions^ I 
wish I could answer face to face 
rather thajj in a couple hundred 
words in this column. The things 
you] speak .of are happening and 
they are the result of growth 
processes in the. Church's ap
proach to. ihe wjrjole.question of 
marrjage. I am not about to 
predict that the Church will 
change her attitudes toward 
.divorce .but the .question is one 

for legitimate study and thought 
One of the problems here is the 
deep-rooted conviction oh the 
riart o f , m o s t of us who are 
middle-aged or older that the 
Church cannot grow in wisdom 
and knowledge because it already 
has reached full growth But 
Vatican II made it plain that w e 
are a pJgrim Church which, while 
it cannot foe untrue t o t h e vbasie 
t?achings of Christ, can: ad,yaiice j 

- and change i;ih^ its degree ^df^ 
v wisdom and understanding about 

. t io>e truths. Irf this case we-are 
£ sking some-important questions.: 

Jsussaid; 'WhatGod1 has joined, 
l( it no man tear apart." That is the 
f u t h from which we cannot 
deviate. But we can legitimately^ 

^ asteethe^que^tion^^ God 
• joined^' tt is a matter o f common 
• experience that many marriages, 

including Catholic ones before a 
priest and two Witnesses, are 
definitely hot "joined; by God" 
because the parties very plainly 
were hot" capable o f making a 
valid commitment to each other. 
They-were either acting without 
true freedom, or were mentally ill, 
or simply hot mature enough to 
know what they were really 
doing. T o say that God joins such 
coyples wbeh they are not even 
capable o f joining themselves is 

silly. 
Experts in this field' are asking 

other questions;, t o p , " W h a t 
cbnstitutes a marriage Which- God 

f&ifijes? Is tfig lecitatiprt of the 
vows enough"? Or is the attempt 

' to live the ebm'mitirnerit based on 

the ability,of th&reoup!e. to do $G , 
required?"Was Jesus ejfprSssiiig ah 
ideal toward wh i ch al,| must. Strive 

tpthe best of their abjlit^ orvvas 
hie making a flat s^ert tent aliout,, 
every legal (irj "ttje ey^s of the 
Church) marriage? I don't know, 
where the present studies .will 
take us, but I believe the r|oly 

-.Spirit will protect the Church in' 
leading us to the fulness of truth. 

And please don't feel cheated. 
If you are sincere in where you 
are now (and many are) then you 
can trust yourself to the merciful 
Cod who knows infinitely more 

' than we do. 

WANTS YOU TO VISIT US TODAY! 
Stop out for everything you need to decorate 
your home for the holidalys. See our selection 
of ornaments from all over the world. 

i 

We have dozens of perfect artificial trees on 
display for you to choose 

W« hav« a AIM Mtoctlon of racordt 
and tapaa to llatan to white you 
daeorata that "old fashions!" Christ
mas traa. Qarlanda Galore! Artificial 
and Hva NOW ON DISPLAY. 

W r e a t h e s , ar t i f ic ia l a n d l ive a n d c u t t r e e s n o w 

o n d i s p l a y . 

STOP OUT, TODAY! 

SANTA WILL BE HERE EVERY SUN
DAY from Thanksgiving unt i l Christ
mas. 2 t o 4 P.M. 

*s 

OOKSIDE 

RSERYi 
IftMSUK #CfflCE 

1345 NINE MILE 
Pf. flb. 

(COR. PLANK RD.) 
PENFIELD 

Mon. "Flues, Thurs. Fri. 
, ' 9 to 9 

Wed. Sat. Sun. 
I . 9 . to6 

Thanksgiving Mass Theme 
'Breadfor Life of World' 

A special Thanksgiving Mass 
will be celebrated at 9 30 a m 
tomorrow, N o v . 28 a t St. 
Mic^ael^Miurchc . 

Bishop Joseph L. Hbgart will 
ce lebrate the l i turgy whose 
theme is Bread for the. Life of the 
Wor ld . 'Participants ate asked to 
bring bread, \whieh will be in 
cluded in the presentation of the 
gifts blessed during the Mass and 
redistributed at random after 
Communion 

The diocesan liturgy office, 
which is planning tbe event, 
noted \ "The world crisis^ of 
starvihg people presses upon us, 
arid vye earnestly seek to raise 
greater sensitivity to this issue, 
not by creating an overwhelming 
sense of guilt for disproportionate 
wealth among nations,, but to 
evoke deep concern that will 
discover new ways of sharing 
among peoples " 

The theme 
out in • the 
statement for the rites: 

is further spelled 
office's % opening 

s»*&«pe*m: 

"As we gather in thanksgiving 
we are very aware of all that we 
have been given. Without God's 
gifts we are very poor people, but 
with him we can do all good 
things. As,, we celebrate this" 
eucharist and receive the bread 
that Christ has given for the I ife of 
the world, let us be especially 
mindful .of the millions of his 
people who are starving for want 
of bread — and for want of love:" 

The liturgy office has also 
asked that today, Nov. 27 , , be 
observed: as a day of fasting, with 
money ordinarily spent on a day's 
me"als given to programs relieving 
world Tiunger. 

^ 

Yum! 
Mark Sanderson of 16 Pine Hill Dr., Pittsford, obviously thinks 
f ru i tcakes a r e "super" . T h e N o t r e D a m e W o m e n ' s 
O r g a n i z a t i o n is se l l ing t h e l ight or d a r k cakes t o a i d t h e 
scholarship fund of the local Notre Dame Association., Con
tact persons for the cakes are Mrs. Thomas Murray, 94 Seaford 

D r . , a n d M r s . John M c C r a n k , 1 4 0 Edger ton St. 

HUNTERS 
S o u t h e r n T i e r 

D e e r , R a b b i t , P a r t r i d g e 

200 ACRES 
Enjoyable atmosphere, room 
will; gourmet mtalf , modern 
convaniencss, fireplace, elec
tric h i a i ; _ 

REX¥ILLEiN.Y.(offRt.248) 
b0iw»Bn Hornall and (Ve//sW//e 

Phone ^07)225-4244 

M0TECT YOUR UIXUMUSCUSItN MAKMEfctHnr 
ROC-LOft ™ M * 0 - 8 T * J T 

WSULATHJUWNG 
INSULATES AGAINST HEAT AND COLD 

STOPS MOISTURE STAWS 

PROTECTS A6AMST SUN ROT AND FADING 

Custom-Made Draperies by J^iyKRJDALE 
Now in Fantastic Choice of Patterns, Fabrics, Colors 

.® 

Expertly f i tted to any window style or size. 
Over 250 fabric choices, in prints, solids, modern 
and traditional . . . all f rom Riverdale's vast new 
"wonder" collection. Many are washatSle. 5 " hems, 
pinch pleats, weighted corners, hidden seams. W e ' ' 
do the work. You get the window "wonder" for less 
than you dreamed possible. 

SAVE 
Calling • 

CALL 232-3344 

For rise Stop 

aft Heme Service 

mastei (large I -JUST BRING 
. YOUR MEASUREMENTS 

• j W e P O i WE'LL DO ALL THE FITTING 
AND ALL THE FUSSING 

111 North Clinton Ave 
TWO BLOCKS NORTH OF MAIN ST. 

Hurry! 
Sale 
Ends 
Sat. 

Dec. 7th 
FREE LIGHTED 
PARKING 

MON. through I 
9:30'Til 6:00 

IN OUR LOT ^ . S , 3 0 
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