\

i

TR

]

. of “Paul V1.

ypresentatron by

‘Palestinian|

o new, ubltcatron ‘Catholic Near .

ed lsrael and is more or,

g
less pro—Arab r

To give an example of the
Vatlcan s stance on the troubled
Mldeast “situation, the  priest
| tefértéd: to the Wmter issue of a

azine, in which the
statement of purpose

Thave felt great compass:on “for |
the Pope in - his recent-¢ry. of -
“dnguish. over the Church. As his .
papacy  comes” to its end,- he

. seems' greatly troubled about

where the Church and the world’

, ~are going. Perhaps he is worried

“that all he has worked for will be
lost, -that his immense - efforts.
have been wasted, and that he
may;have- made mlstakes to cause:
great harm in the years ahead

do not- believe in’
psychohrstory or in_trying to

. analyze -the emotlonal state of a

- given leader. | don‘t kiow- how
the Pope feels or what: he tt inks. |~
+ fear that all of us must-come o
" theeend of our lives with feelings
of fristration and failare’ If Paul -
VI feels-that he has failed, | can
understandthe emotion because
- I feel the same way: myself

My colleague Eugene Kennedy
has recently written jin Atlantjc a
“revisionist” analysis of the reign
He sees the Pope.
executing a. “grand design” for’
~modernizing the Church while
keeping the ancient- religious_
symbols alive. Within this. model~

of the criticism directed.
the Pope =~ from

Catholrcs would . b
fo d - .

ictly’‘the opposite »step
ose he in fact took?

- Gus Weigel remarked near

“1he end of his life, all human

efforts given sufficient. time, go
Often it doesn’t take much
rme‘at all

A cry of worry and pain is not
kind of behavior we expect
from, a pope — any- pope.. But
: mehow 1 find it admirable. He
aid- what he-thought and felt .in-

. ths. of “hi By

‘the papa

small loss; We are well tid of that
sort of dignity. A pope ‘who can
be so utterly honest — even only
in a’fleetmg comnent at a public
aui € —is more human, mare
. and.more, effective as a

have helped bgth

f he -i§ . worrled about the
fuure of . the Churchi then he-is
su ely welcome mto the club

e - gates - of hell
dvail against the
tht consolation.

e :'3 taithful .

\and the -implen
fte rrt a compotnd

_errof." Maybe™P

Pope john’s window)-ought | never
0-hlave been opened ln the frrst
place.
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n,.. Himself.”

recogmtron of lsrael'-:

to the reason that'.in the whole

aréa “there’ are remnants of a

once thrwmg ‘Christian faith wuth
their own ‘hierarchy-
manw Jews who are Catholrc

" He suggests that the Vi
hesrtant on the issue fo
retalratron” in’ th,,

ga
those remamlng Chnstlah\

He cites Lebanon as’having “an -
impossibly.delicate balanc\e
between-the faiths. He'noted that
- the two chief executives of the
' country-are alternately Moslem
and Cathollc and that a census

’ j‘taken for nearly a

because ' ;the

80 Anment does »not want_ to
.~ establish = which :

s - ma)orlty of rts crtrze 5.

The: drplomaﬁc t {
Church-is further dramat
said, by thefact that the'V
delegate to Palestine, ur
recently - msrsted on fly

Palestine flag -on his limou ne .

He has since been persuaded 't
fly. the Israel flag whlle m

An analogy, he sard !
if Cardinal Cooke refus ‘ha
‘New.York State license plates a
flew the flag of the Five froqt
Natlons mstead CORER A

UNWRA figures reveal th"
more -than 1.5 million Ardl
refugees and displaced - pegson

are encamped in territorial [srael.
UNWRA is the United - Nations;

agency which .maintains, . the
camps. Father Atwell- called: the
camps places which “fester. the-
Fedayeen.”- The Fedayee

Arab commandOS"
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_ pour ‘weaponry
— but not;

~ He scores both the United
. Nations and the Soviet Union for

“maintaining a balance of terror”

_in the Mideast in which “the
E Palestrmans continue to be -the.
victims.”

”When we think of the multr-
millions of dollars we spend to
into the area,
whole cities could have been
built, poverty eliminated.”

1 With that money, he said

estinians..could buy property
@l instead
lace:so it won’ t be worth gomg

i back to anyway

‘He sees " the srtuatron on “a
trajectory of repeated war efforts
to mamtam the status quo, whrch

OWN-IN

of bombmg a

only produces the conditions for
the next war.”

The only hope for the agea is a
“bold Jae international
resolutron of the refugee
problem,” he said. o

And American’ Catholics had
better recognize that "they are
betting on both horses,” by givin,
support to both the Vatlcan an
the Umted States i

me
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i The ehurch en)oms on al l the
-the” Ccharitable
: oblrgatlon of remembermg to:
{ pray~for the-living-and the’
dead. An ideal way to do this
in the

Association. Thus you have |
of constant

.Ho M ses‘every year
‘and fulﬁll your: obllgatron of
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