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and the hurdles. For the latter,
racers  must  jump their
wheelchairs over hine hurdles,
mch aré two-by-four pieces of
ber set ten feet apart. The
: ol est member of the Rochester
group is 54 and, hoids the world
record for precision javehn
‘thtowing.
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. In. a wheelchair it's easy to
become
. culation is. often- poor and, the
activities keep the body going,”
"said Kathy Melnick, a member for
nine ‘years. At the New England
“fegional - cormpetition, MISS
med the

k, Miss: Keyser and
“third #éam member, Connie
Hebd, can boast of bemg on the
fastest relay team in the world.
“Théy set a record at world games
in - ngland Iast year.

A major problem facing
members of Rochester Wheels is
it “people dont take us
- ser ously eneugh ” Miss Keyser

} ’Many people . have ~'a
e _na rowmmded attctude and don

inactive. Your cif-

_specifi
seat bélts.are allowed. “If you fall

.of anything, to _say,”
- sheep|sh!y.
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Members of the Ro hester Wheels w nt.for Iast ‘minute -arrangéments before wheeling through the obstacle
course.-From Ieft to nght are Jo Ann Keyser, Kathy Melmck Kathy Bus, Lenny Gtrom, an Bnll Dmgwell
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understand what we're all about,”
MISS Melnick added. _-

The philosophy of the group is ~

h that they are healthy people who -

happen to have a handicap. They
vnew their group as an outlet and
they “party a ot together.” Two
fnembers of Rochester Wheels
w?re marrled recently.

““The attitude of the kids is
really good. If -you have a bad
attitude the kids will hassle you
until you shake loose,” Duval
grinned. )

Training. for “the wheelchair

Olympics -~ is. strmgent
Wheelchairs are made to the
ifications of each athlete. No

out and can get back in, you can
keep going,” Miss Keyser said.

Competing in the world games
held every four years in areas
where the regular Olympics are”
held, has taken the athletes far
afield. In 1968 they traveled to
israel and took side trips to

" Athens and Rome: Duval recdlled

his awe when he ‘was introduced

to Pope Paul VI. “I couldn't think
he said

Bobby ]ames a counselor and asslstant— vars:ty basketball

coach at Brockport College, wheels into trouble during his try

at the obstacle course. Gene Spinning, manager-coach of he

Rochester Wheels and father of one of the members, gives the.
. " teetering ]ames a push..

'

Keyser ays out an obstacle course for members of the
" . -audience to try. :



