L any nmportant enterprise it is| valuable from
ihe fo time to step back and take a look' at the picture.
:’Where are we in reference to our goals? To what degree

;{.domg the job?
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g that through its readershlp survey. The great dan“g

. :j‘.lookmg at one’s own work is- the human in Imatlon to fall ‘
f short of objectivity, to blind oneself to the realities.

“Thanks to modern science this ‘danger can be all but

“.eliminated and a high level of obrectrvnty ‘achieved. The '
in theI hiring” of a
. | }professmnal orgamzatlon to do the lookmg for them. We'
” can, therefore, be reasonably certain that the results of the

N:; . ‘Courier-Journal has done this -

* survey show “where” the Coulner'lo.umal. and is at’ rather

* 1 than where it would like to be at. So now|we can take a -

_ : hard look at the Courier-Journal and be '.assured that it is
.\ JJ-the best and most objective look we can get.

\_ Every public enterprise comes under| fire from this
' i:-»*quarter or that. One. of the criticisms rrEost frequently

',: ;}”’read that it ends up in the CIrcular file in the post office or
g at home. This contention is, of course, based on individual
" experiences of that happening. But what of the Teality, the
“overview? The survey shows concluswely that the Courier

¥ Journal is widely read, regularly read and e&tensnvely read:

‘ - by the people who receive |t L I
: | know we have the readershlp The next questron is:

how valuable is it to the total mlssmn of|the Church to
have people read the—Couner—Journal? Res

L

clearly that they need the paper to keep uxp wrth what is

'jia' e we succeeding in what we want to accomplish? Are we very deeply for gthe squeeze which so many parishes fmd

. , A |
The Couner-Journal has’ recently attempted to do justl

~‘used widely, not merely as a source of information aboutL

' B leveled against the Courier-Journal is that jt is simply nmot

pondents tell us-

"cellations of the Courier-Journal, simply because they are

. ¢
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Pastors and/or parlsh councds ‘have opted for block

cancellations of the Courier Journal as a means’ of savmg,~ X
monies in the face of dwindling financial resources. | feel

themselves in. Nor can | quarrel with the need to save:
every penny, th’éy .can. But the solution is not in resorting;
to the most painless way of cutting down on expenses. It is:
rather in the re-assessment of priorities and asking where
‘the Couner—Journal stands in the rank of priorities. The\
_survey shows clearly that the Courler—Journal is used and
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events, but as a tool. of education. Let's take that}
“educational value” and examine it. We are becommg?

.

it
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more and more committed to adult education. What are thef |
[

%

present alternatives? Lectures, sacramental preparatron‘s, _
liturgy, adult ed courses and a few others. Once werf
consider the number of people reached, the quality of th‘
material presented and the cost per family ($.09 +) per
week, we can perhaps get a better:perspective on the
educational value of our diocesan newspaper. Where can i
one get more educatlon value per dollar expended. We do B
not have to go mto the dollar iexpendlture on ourf
“parochial s¢hools and we regard them as a necessary part
of our apostolate. But when we consider the per capita *
expenditure related to the number of people reached, we
see clearly that parish money spent on the Courier-Journal
~comes to a small amount. | might add that with a certain’
amount of planning, parishes can recover substantial
amounts of money- expended on the Courier-Journal. |}
think these should be tried rather than writing the whole
thing off as an expendable item in the budget.
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Sometimes parish councils’ will opt for mass can- -

A
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not aware of the importance of the paper in the life of the
diocese, | sincerely hope that the results of this survey
will convice them that it is an important tool of our
mission. Pastors should take the initiative in teaching their
"parish councils the meaning of priorities and the bases for -
judgmg the value of the tools we employ in our mission.
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Hopefully the survey shall have put an end to
duestioning of the value of the Courier-Journal. It is not
‘perfect but what human enterprise is? But the survey has, af
opened the door to ways to improve and we are certain -,
that will be the case under the guidance of competent.’ } -
‘é‘ !
professronals The final question is this: what would we do ~,1 ;
‘without it? | I B
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Sincerely yours in Christ,



