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irit of reflection
.-._t{:e 1g:lay-a'of. the

the: inspiration. given

rom every ‘area of

our common falth

nce only to those
ho-are willing to admit

ngth to supply for

3 by -peoplé who accepted “$eriously
wvitation- to a Jubilee " Year “first

< Unlike former. Holy Years of the four ‘major

keéd ‘the local | bishops._ 4 to prepare
& ple to ‘come. to Rom ‘as ’

ds of our people who ‘gathered” at St..
ael's and proceeded to -the Cathedral,
pite’ the uninviting weather to respond to

- 'our appeal to declare ourselves as a people in
" desperate need of renewal and reconciliation

with " God and our fellowman. Subsequent

[ .amfested the same generéus spirit of farth

It was no surprise, then, to see yesterday a

: \crowded “Cathedral. , The cerémoiiy’ begéan.
“':the annOuncement of the theme-~-a '~

to-prayer for fenewal and reconciliation,
“from the Book of Leviticus (Ch. XXV)

-of reconciliation, restitution and redemption.
‘The year was to be called Jubilee because it
was to be announced by a trumpet call’ of the

by; my - people who.

_welve countles to-

grace ‘flows in |

ir needs for His ~

es and to heal the

of many pllgnmages made throughout T
L:Holy Year in—every part’ of “the -

-proclaimed: by ‘Pope Paul on:May -9, 1973.

casgof the.-Christian ‘Church; the Holy. -

true -
ea:had our frrst pllgnmage last May 31 l

L as edified by the proclaimation of faith of -

p:l_grimages in- the ten regions of the diocese -

: 'God’s ofiginal call tg'His people for a year -

Kodesh socm g =
repentance. The orgamst echoed the sound
of the shofar and moved into the resounding
hymn sung by d ‘Conigregation, “The
Church’s bne ‘found 175 Jesus Christ her
“Lord,” as the pro' n. moved mto the
* church and sanctis '

ars from the Jewish
'Chrlsttan_ denominations.

:all‘of that, even among
re remain; the- wounds

efforts to. effect reconcrllatron"The ten years
of healmg since. Vatican Ii’s " Decree .on
Ecumenismi” have not completely removed
the damage mflrcted vf)y centuries of bit-

challenge to'be mmlsters of reconcrlratron
remams very much ahve ’

H

used in.. the servrceww f' sym ‘ohc of our
'% y amidst the drver51ty of traditions. In

1ised the name of our common Father and

sought His savmg mercy. .

l| The gifts presented at-the Offertory by.

reglonal ‘representatjves and members. of the.

. Spanish’ ‘Apostolate representmg the largest
non-English-speaking* group in- the diocese,

included: pledges made by each parlsh to,
work on’a pro;ect of renewal and recon- |

ciliation, and monies collected at.the service
to aid ouf brothers and sjsters in .Honduras
and sub-Sahara- Africa who are suffermg
because of natural dlsasters

One of the pledgeg h‘anded to me reads:

“Our pledge . of “special acts of
reconciliation includes -personal
visits to homes in'an attempt to brmg ;

anment call to A

esence had to sefrveas a

tew, Greek; Latin, Spanish ‘and English we

‘ the grace of God to those who have
grown lax in the faith.”_ l

Our beloved Bishop Kearney led us ,m. the
final Holy Year prayers required for the grft of
the Jubilee Indulgence. On the eve of; his
90th blrthday, the. beautlful ‘Patriarch of, our
famlly who, for years was our focal point of

unity in. the local Church, warmly responded'

to the generous applause of the assembly. It
was - his' ‘homecoming’ to the _holy place
where ‘he had presided so often as our good

; shepherd ) v
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Following the blessing by fqur blshops
our recessional hymn assured us that. Gpd S
blessing sent us forth strengthened for jour
task on earth — that we might sense ok ers’

" neéds — show faith in action — bé one in

true fraternity —. and be visible signs of"the

~ageless youth of the Church. . . !

" thank God always for this. dayl of
celebratlon which meant so, much to jme
personally and for all those who worke
hard T make it an inspiring liturgy. Therr
names are legion and it would probably. be a
project calling for some reconciliation jif 1
attempted to list names. For surely 1 would
overlook someone. l

1 pray that ‘the spirit of the Holy Year
which has‘called us to be mindful that wejare

a pilgrim Church, that we have been called to.

a mmrstry of reconcrlratron will alvyays

remain with us. | ask, then, that St. Francis’
beautiful prayer serve each day of the Holy-

Year to continue to keep alive in us the: V\lork

of renewal ‘so beautifully begun: - |

o
“Lord, make me an instrument of |
Thy peace; Where there is hatred; let: . .
me sow love; Where there is doubt -
faith; Where there is despair, hope; -
Where there is darkness, lrght and
where there is sadness, joy.

“O Dlvme Master,. grant that i
may not so much seek to be con-
soled, as to console; to. be un-: .
derstood, as to understand; to be; -
loved, as to love; for it is.in giving |
that we receive, it is in pardoning that, _
we are pardoned and it is in dylng -
that we are. born_to eternal life.”
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maleadmg edrtonal summed up - took. a back ‘seaf in -the

many’ of them spoke’ for

bitions and hopes Granted “that

word " “‘missions” ‘were not - .. a satisfaction that should} ot
‘completely out of date; the o dénied them in the pr

‘recently. concluded World Synod

of "Catholic” Bishops in Rome 'state of affairs.
would qualify as the greatest
mrssron assembly in a-century.

; The “Third World,” in"all its
+religious;, political - ‘and social

' frOm Europe in thelage of
1 found their - ldentlty

“-their sense -of in-
derice , and - self-reliance.

' a ‘, Here in Rome, no one knc~vs
ject . of glga“tlc evangellstlc better than the organizers t
‘the: niew institution of tl:ie Syriod

‘» t

At the close of the Synod; Pope
Paul made arpund-up of his ¢
3 making various comiments.
: reservations,that some sections o

dged to'be a rebuke of
rasy took over the assembly %ﬂg pSry?s?x’iufagthers

and :

hat

e',
: Vatican ity [RNS] — If the  grandctand at home, even 'that

the Synod as-(im thelr eyes)going -

forward in the midst of “general
mdlfference "o

They meant of course, that the
Synod had- not taken the course
‘with- ‘which -the- Western
-Furgpeans. ..are- .accustomed or
famn iar. They seemed at a loss

it ‘was -even said on the
srdelmes that the Furopeans (the
French, ' the - Germans, - the
Belgrans_th_e Butch and ltalrans)
are “tired.” The real reason for
their passivity may be that as

mostly. ex-colonial . ;powers; they

feltit mapproprlate to try to give .

advice to the young berated

" countnes

2 ‘redson ‘for - this,

however goes more deeply. The
- problems of the young .countries

-bé-readily translated into

- the categories.that are the stock

the Europeans Even
conservative” and

= Jbera i defy applrcatlon to the

. contemporary problems of Africa,
-Asra andeven Latm Amenca

uestion.of- evan elrzatlon in
‘th ‘,««Thlrd World of  course,
bécause,,unformnatelyor not, the

> zatron of the old world

discussions —. ‘was the srtuatron
that 3rose over the main sum-

mary document the Synod” was.

supposed to vote on.

Two men, called special
secretaries of the Synod, were
supposed to “draft it. One was
theology professor at the

.Gregorian University in Rome,

the ‘Italian Jesuit Father
Domenico Grasso; the other was

‘an Indian, Father Durisamy
-Simon Amalorpavadass a man of

action, pastoral-and-socjal
centered.

That they were’ inéompatible

- spirits was no secret. They turned

in two different drafts,

: i,ltahans Socralrsm , -
Catholicism Compatible

‘Rome }RNS] Amost 70 per
cent of all Italians, and 78 per-
cent of Italian women believe
that one can be a “good Socialist”
and a ”good Roman Catholic” at
the same time.

- Forty-four per cent of the -
italian adult population consider

“faith” in Marxism and in the
Catholic Church to be “com-

patible.”

These surprising findings were

The puzzled steermg com-‘

mittee worked furiously mto the

wee hours of the morning xtrymge ‘

‘to put together a synthesss EWhen
the Synod fathers ‘came to' vote
they rejected four-fifths oftit.

This writer tried to fmd out
what was ideologically wrong
wrth it, and got-the answer that

really knew, onlyuthat
some tlrought at the time xt went '
too far and others thought it
" didn‘t 'go far enough. .

But |ater it was acknowledged
that mdeed two drfferentu
mentalities were to blame —
intellectual, theoretical,
theological, versus the, teJxactrcal,\
pastoral, action-orien .
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revealed in a recent natronal
survey conducted by Jtalys
respected opinion poli
organization, the Doxa lnstrfuﬁe

The stated purpose of the ‘1974
survey was to compare fmdu;gs
Fubhc attitudes. with those
dssc in a 1953 natrohal
survey. .

In that survey, 21 years ago,;the
majority of I fans considered it -

" “impossible” to be both Soaallst

and Catholic. .
- :‘fl




