
«*w*^«aw^w$s&jw^ «*)&&Hiia&ae&»%^ 

COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, November 6,1974 
•v I - 1 < " ' 1 

Page 3 

"^iKIfi^j^^ph- L Hogan 

JuMee '74-Paffriiii Church of Roe hester 
I write this co lumn irT a spirit of reflection 

„ on the grace's of yesterday, the day o f the 
assembly of the pilgrim Chqrch of Rochester 

ih the Cathedral of the 
d iocese~And I thank God 
for the inspiration given 

| m e by my p e o p l e who 
came, from every area of 
our twelve count ies to 
make a public admission 

j of: our common need for 
j r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and t o 
profess our c o m m o n faith 
that His gracei f lows in 
abundance only to those 

' w h o are willing to admit 
the ir nee sds for His 

. ^ ; w , ~ - , . W ; strength to supply for 
; p e r | ^ i | f ^ ( ^ e l e q u a c i e s and to heal t h e 

.,.^obn'd^'6t''-&Ur alienation. 

\f ^esfcyfiautifuf {iturgy yesterdayy like all 
, l l t u f g i ^ t d l d no t just hap0eriy^ilr was t h e 
; eiirjn^x of many pilgrimages m a d e throughout 
'•; :*b1§'"':-!SJcafcHI'ply; ¥ear in every part of the 

diolceM: by people w h o a e c ^ t e b ; seribusly 
the Invitat ion to a Jubilee Year first 
prdcla imed by Pope Paul on May 9, 1973. 
Unlike former Holy Years of the four major 
basljicas of the Christian Churchy the Holy 
Father ^i|<ed the local b i shdbs x to-prepare 

[$&? £<§pple to c o m e to Rbme^ a$ true 
i^ilgrims "fully aware of the sacrifices that 
'] a c c o m p a n y authentic pilgrimages. 

; W e hac^lourfirst pilgrimage last May 31 . j 
Vwas^edjfied by the proclaimation of faith .of 
;'';fi^i1^'^eid'i'of-Our'people w h o gathered fat St. 
4vVi^Jiael% arid proceeded to the Cathedral, 
j deispife the, uninviting weather, to, respond to 
•pur appeal to declare ourselves as a people in 
i desperate heed o f renewal and reconciliation 
^vyith; God and bur fel lowman. Subsequent 
i pijgirirriages in the ten regions of the d i o c e s e 
j manifested the same generous spirit of faith. 
! ' ; - ' • 

\ \i was no surprise, then, to see yesterday a 
fcrbwded''(3,athedral., The ceremony " began 
iwithj theanrto^neeri ierit of the t h e m e ^- a 
|cail1to prayer for renewal and reconciliation,; 
tl%eri from the Book of Leviticus. (Ch. XXV) 
J—?; God's:original call tc£His peop le for a year 
pf reconci l iat ion, restitution and redemption. 
|The ye.ar was to be called Jubilee because it 
•was t o be announced by a trumpet call of the 

v shofar m a d e from the horn of a ram Rabbi 
Judea Miller of. the local Temple B'rith 
Kpdesh sbfrripjeflT'' Ib is - , anc i en t call to 
repentance. The organist e c h o e d the sound 
of the shofar and m o v e d into the resounding 
hymn sung: by | h e ; jntlijre congregation, "The 
Church's brie fbuhBation is jestrs Christ her 
Lord," as t h e prbc|^s|phl rrnoved into the 
church arid Sapctu^ry.. The first pew w a s 
occupied:fey:rf;lj[gipus.1eaders from the Jewish 
Temple and various Christian denominat ions . 
I am sure that their presence had to serve as a 
hauntingifemfajdlr t t fa l lo f^Hlrt /evea a m o n g 
God's spQ|cesifnen^ th^reareimainr t h e w o u nds 
of dtvisiori wnibfl call VprUcg^ntinwecl personal 
efforts to effect reconciliation, t h e ten years 
of healing since. Vatican It's Deqree >on 
Ecumenism have riot complete ly removed 
the damage inflicted •;:%>y centuries p f bit
terness fblstgired, iri the name pf religion. Th'e 
chrallerige to'be 'ministers of recoricijiatiori' 
remains) very much alive. 

I Bariners*bearing inscriptions, relating to 
thei | h e m e s of thfe Hply Year were carnjed by 
ri?0'resentative^„ bf the' feri regions bf •the 
d iocese , t h e regional coordifiatprs, con-
celebrated the Mass^yi th trie and my t w o 
auxiliary bishops as a sign o f the unity and 
frjaternity <*>f our pnestJt leadership - t o a 

; people c a l l e d t p r e f l e c t i h e u n i t y a p d charity 
b j b u r di^ces^n; fariiiiy. HFhê  l ive; larigyages 
:^$ga/inw'^e.,'''ie,PvJce' were symbol ic :bf our 
unity amidst" t h e diversity of traditions. In 
Hebrew,.'G're'ek/taiiin,Spanish and-Eriglish w e 
pia lsed the n a m e of our c o m m o n Father and 
scught His saving, mercy. . 

The gifts presented at t h e Offertory by 
regional /representatives and members of the 
Spanish /Ap.bstblafe' representing t h e largest 
nbh-Engfeh-speaking^ group in the d iocese , 
included? pledges made by e a c h parish t o 
work ori 'a project of renewal and! recori-
ci iation, and monies co l lected a t the service 
t o aid our brothers and sisters in Honduras 
ard sub-Sahara- Africa w h o are suffering 
because .of natural disasters. 

O n e bf the pledges handed to mfe reads; 

"Our pledge of special acts of 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n i n c l u d e s p e r s o n a l 
visits to h o m e s in an attempt to bring . 

By Father Robert A. Graham, SJ 

f Vatican City [RNS] - If the 
,wbrd Amissions" were not 
cbmbletely, out of date; the 
'recently.concluded World Synod 
jof Catholic4 Bishops in Rome 
iwould qualify as the greatest 
mission assembly in a century. 

I' The "Third World," in all its 
4religious,> political and social 
•aspects^ took over the assembly 
of more than 200 bishops Africa, 

'Asia and Latin America, the 
, object of gigantic evangelistic 
striving from Europe in the age^of 

I colonialism, found their identity 
' in the universal Church and, most 

of all, their sense of in
dependence and self-reliance 

"What difference did it make 
that the Synod did not, or could 
not, end with a fine statement of 
principle or program," in the 

' words of Cardinal John Krol of 
Philadelphia 

The Synod was not "document-
centered'7 anyway The American 
delegation declared itself. 
satisfied and pleased with the 
Synod, but the Third World 
bishops — 'directly involved — 
were even more pleased: 

- For the first time they were 
able to give a massive voice to 

the grace of God tp t h o s e w h o have, 
grown lax in the faith."-. : . 

Our be loved Bishop Kearney led us jri the 
final Holy Year prayers required for the "gift of 
the Jubilee Indulgence. On the e v e pfj his 
90th birthday, the, beautiful Patriarch of, our 
family who,, for years, was our focal poirit of 
unity In the local Church, warmly responded 
to the generous applause of the assembly.' It 
was h i s ' ' h o m e c o m i n g ' to the holy pjlace 
where /he had presided so often as our good 
shepherd. s i 

Following the blessing by fqur bis5hpps, 
our recessional hymn assured us £hat fcipd's 
blessing sent us forth strengthened for jour 
task on earth — that w e might sense o v e r s ' 
needs — show faith ' n action — be ope in 
true fraternity — and be visible s igns off the 
ageless youth of the Church. < 

I thank God always fOF this. da'y| o f 
celebration, which meant so, much to ime 
personally and for all those w h o workeq s o 
hardrto make it an inspiring liturgy, t h e i r 
names are legion and it would prbbably, be a 
project calling for s o m e reconciliation jif I 
attempted to list names. For surely 1 wpuJd 
overlook s o m e o n e . 

I pray that the spirit of. the Holy Year 
which hasca l l ed us t o be mindful that w.eiare 
a pilgrim Church, that w e have been .called t p 
a ministry Of reconciliation will always 
remain with us. I ask> then, that St. Francis' 
beautiful prayer serve each day of the Holy 
Year to cont inue to keep alive in us the: wprk 
of renewal so beautifully begun: J \ 

"Lord, make m e an instrument pf | 
Thy peace; Where there is hatred, let« 
me sow love; Where there is doubt, ' 
faith; Where there is despair, hope; -
Where there is darkness, light; and 
where there is sadness, joy.' * 

"O .Divine Master,,,.grant that I 
may n o t s o much seek to be con
soled, as to console; to. be u n ^ 
derstood, as to understand; to be j 
loved, as to love; for it. is in giving! 

I that we receive, it is in pardoning thati = 

w e are pardoned, and jt is- in dying 
that w e are born t o eternal life." 

their concerns, problem|, am
bitions and! hopes: Granted that 
many of them "spoke for the. 
grandstand at home, even that 
was a satisfaction that should riot 
be denied tHem in the present 
state of affairs. 

At the dose of the Synod; Pcppe 
Paul made airdund-up of hisoyvn, 
making various cdmrnerits arid 
resiervations/that sprrie sections of 
thepreSS judged to be a rebuke of 
the Synod fathers 

Here in Rome, no one knows 
better than the organizers that 
the new institution of the Synod 
of Bishops has yet to find its real 
role Procedures and not only 
objectives, need to be worked out 
yet 

When, the pontiff declared, 
However, in his concluding 
address that the results of the 
Synod were "positive," few would 
be inclined to doubt hirrr-

There was, for one thing, the 
breath of fresh air that swept 
through the Synod surroundings 
as "young" prelates from "young" 
countries shared with old Europe 
—-and old Arnenca — their 
sentiments, finding,"of course] a 
ready ear, from their audience. 

One of the French newspapers, 

in a leading editorial, summed up 
the Synod as (in their: eyes) going 
forward Tn the midst of "general 
indifference." ' 

They meant, of course, that the 
Synod had not taken the course 
With Which -the Western 
Europeans .are- accustomed or 
familiar. They seemed at a loss. 

It was even said on the 
sidelines that the Europeans (the 
French, the " Germans, the 
Belgians, the Dutch: and Italians) 
are "tired " The real reason for 
their passivity may be that as 
mostly ex-colonial powers^ they 
felt it inappropriate to try to give 
advice to the young liberated 
countries 

Another reason for this, 
however, goes more deeply. The 
problems of the young -countries 
cannot be readily translated into 
the categories that ^re the stock 
in trade of the Europeans.' Even 
the words "conservative" and 
"liberal" defy application to the 
contemporary problem's of Africa, 
Asia and even Latin America 

The only conaete urdicatiorHri 
the Synod of a possible conflict 
or difference or .views on the 
question of evangelization — in 
the. Third World of cburse/ 
because, unfortunately or not, the 
evangelization of the old world 

took, a back seat in the 
discussions —.was the situation 
that arose over the main sum
mary document the Synod was 
supposed to vote on. 

Two men, called special 
secretaries of the Synod, were 
.supposed to "draft it. One was 
theology professor at the 
Gregorian University in Rome, 
the Italian Jesuit Father 
Domenico Grasso; the other was 
an Indian, Father, Durisamy 
Simon Amalorpavadass, a man of 
act ion, pastoral-and-social 
centered. 

That they were' incompatible 
spirits was no secret They turned 
in two different drafts. 

The puzzled steering t (com
mittee worked furiously jnfe the 
wee hours of the morning itryjng0 

to put together a synthesis. When 
the Synod fathers came to-; vote, 
they rejected four-fifths pf>it-

This writer tried to find out 
what was ideologically Wrong 
with it, and got-the answer that 
nobody really knew, onlyjithat 
some thoughtat the time iitjwent 
too far and "others thought j it 
didn't go far enough. ; 

But later, .it was acknowledgjed 
that indeed two different^, 
mentalities were to blame — tjhe . 
inte l lectual , theoret ical , 
theological, versus the, practical, N 
pastoral, action-oriented. 

Italians: Socialism 
Catholicism Compatible 

Rome f RNS] — Amost 70 per 
cent of all Italians, and 78 per 
cent pf Italian wdmehy believe 
that one can be a "good Socialist" 
and a "good Roman Catholic" at-
the same time. 

Forty-four per cent of the 
Italian adult population consider 
"faith" in Marxism and in the 
Catholic Church to be "com
patible." 

These surprising findings were 

revealed in a recent national 
survey conducted by Jtaly's 
respected opinion poll 
organization, the Doxa Instifitite. 

The stated purpose of the 1974 
survey was t o compare findings 
on public attitudes, with those 
disclosed in a 1953 national, 
survey.. ": 

In that survey, 21 years ago,,the 
majority of Italians considered |t • 
"impossible" to be both Socialist 
and Catholic. 
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