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- gone fo a smners
guest.” Secondly, the parable. of ..
: the Pharisee and Publican (Last

. ,z;Sunday's Gospel). Zacchaeus, like
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Pilgrimage

celebrated centering on the
Vtheme “L:fe Is a journey"

A youth pllgn» age by
to Holy Trinity Church in Webster
eing -planned by youth -and-
\,outh group adwsors lin the

Sunday’s Readmgs (R1) WIS
11:;2-12:1. (R2) 2 Thess. 1:11-2:2.
(R3) Lk. 19:1-10.

An ambitious young man asked
a banker for the secret of success
~ in business.

The banker said, “There is no
secret. You simply jump when the
opportunity comes.”

- .

“But how,” asked. the young
man, “ can | tell when the op-
portunity comes?”

“You can't”
banker.

answered the
“You ve got to keep

© jumping.”

Zacchaeus was a wealthy man.
He had climbed the ladder of
worldly success. In a rich town he
must have been among the ten
richest, for he was “the chief tax
collector.” That was like hauving
bought a franchise from the
United States Government giving
one the right to collect all the

_income taxes in Rochester. It was
. abonanza! A guy could get to the
top in such a profession only if he
knew how to make the best of
opportunity. Zacchaeus was an
opportunist. He knew enough to

“open the door whenevery op-.

portunity knocked-

Apparently, however, money
wasn’t everything. Zacchaeus’ job
~had gotten him thoroughly
detested by the people. Every
"good’ Jew literally “hated his
guts.” Ostracized by his
countrymen, he must have been

lonely. Burdened with the guilt of -
adishonest profession (for he was

_aJew, nnowing the true God), he
“must have had no peace of heart.
Guilt, loneliness tormented him.
“Then came an opportunity to rid

himself of this inner torment. And . |

Zacchaeus, used to seizing the
“opportune moment, jumped at
this ane. Jesus was  passing
through Jericho. Zacchaeus

certainly had to know all about -
Jesus. Businessmen know current -

events.

Another
Zacchaeus that made for his
success was his determination.
He had to be a persistent man. He
révealed his persistency. on this
occasion. There is a song about
Zaechaeus written by  the
“Medical Mission Sisters. One line
‘in it goes. like this: “The Hebrews,
they were tall, but Zacchaeus, he
was small, yet the Lord loved
Zacchaeus, better than them all.”
Zacchaeus was small. Jesus was
passing by. Two things militated
against Zacchaeus’ seeing Jesus—
h his smallness and the throng.
Instead of giving up, Zacchaeus

ran on ahead to search for a. -

*_better vantage point. He found a
‘sycamore tree. Climbing its low-
_.hanging branches, , Zacchaeus
“had the best view of all
always seemed to know Row: to
come out on top!

. How dld jesus react? “ He

looked up and said, ’Zacchaeus
hurry down. | mean to stay at
~ your house ‘today.”” jesus. ad-
" dressed Zacchdeus and meant to
- heal them. “Hurry down,” He
sald “ | mean to stay at your -
house today.” Agaifi
.quickly  descended and
we!comed him with delight.”

Here we have-re-enacted in life

two of the'parables.of Jésus. First,

. sthe Parable Prodigal Son. ‘Jesus

_ “banqueted with- Zacchaeus,. the:
prodiga

- elder- rother, murmured “He has

hotse as a

uyblican. of the . parable is

‘ Justl ed “ Today “salvation has

SPECIAI. MASS

Nov. 1, at St. Luke’s
Episcopal Church. Fathér Henry
‘Atwell will presude at the liturgy.

y -

trait about this.

Zacchaeus - 5
."seized the oppor umty He

al, and the Jews, hke the

Mass will ‘be’ celebrated at
05-p.m. on All Saints Day, "

- Friday,

Northeéast regnon + [ , ikes

: . panshesfollomng the event. A$2
donation is réquested from each
partnc:pant to-cover the _cost of .
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come to this house” the self-
righteous Jews are not.

Jesus’ . friendliness and Hxs
w&llmgness to be Zaccheus’
a\ shocking thing for a
‘person to do—touched™
of- Zacchaeus. - and

it. His conversion. was so
complefe that the stranglehold
riches had on him was broken: he
makes) restitution, Again, Zac-
chaeud is- no procrastiriator. He
~this, not tomorrow, but
ay. ‘He' acts lmmedlately
give ‘half my belongings, Lord, to
the poor.!

The commg of Christ is. aIanS‘
unexpected His stay-is brief. He
is passing:by and-may-never corne
this way agian. Lost opporttinities

-can never be found again. Long

. The event will be heldSunday,
Nov. 3 and each pansh youth
group will gather that morning at
their parish center, The groups
will head, first to Holy Spirit -
Church, on. Plank Road!in Pen-’
field, for Hinch at 1 PM

 From Holy Spirit, the cychst
~ will head for Holy Trinity Church
.where a youth Mass leII be

Now is ihe time - S
to have your henhng plun‘t |
servaced A

,COURIER DEADLINE
The Couner-]oumal deadlme IS.‘ R
noon Thursday for articles in
tended .for - the followmg Wed
nesday edltlon

ago, Juvenal -~ wrote:Carpe ¥ ¥ ,
diem” —"Seize today.”-Now'is the ‘Gerould’s
opportune morment to find-Christ. . Pharmacies

‘Never will there be a more op-
portune one than now! Wait
10,000 years, your sins will not be-
fewer; nor will God’s mercy be

S. Main St. and
‘Church & Hoffman

greater. -Seize, therefore, the Elmira
coming holy year. When better to . .

be rer%_ew(eizdl and recolncﬂegﬂ tfhar} Delivery Service
now. To delay is to play the foo :
who sat on the bank of the river, 73 3‘669_6 ,

waiting for the river to run~past
before crossmg it.
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