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PASTQRAL PERSPECTIVE
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In last week’s report to you | w

the joyous celebration of the liturgy in 'l e’

church
One we

~humble 5|mpl|c1ty of the parish
Licciana Nardi.
later | joined;

‘United States bishops in a
: Viass with
: Pope Paul  in the
“magnificent setting of the
. Sistine Chapel berieath the
* splendor ‘of Michelangelo’s
: fréscoed vaults. While'the
‘Mass and the music.by- the
~great Sistine Chonr were
“éntirely in Latin, it
" represented the new

- the congregation and the

ldnguage representing the one tongue best

understood by the concelebrants. While the
Holy Father speaks English adequately, he is
more facile in six other languages which few
of us understand. We Americans surely do.
not rate as linguists.

The celebration was truly unique in that it
was the first time that the American

hierarchy as a national body of bishops had"

ever celebrated the liturgy with the Pope.
Our numbers represented one fourth of the
entire Ameérican hierarchy. The Holy Father
had returned early from his. Summer
residence at Castelgandolfo-to be with us and

"remained’ in Rome;for the opening of the-

fourth syn_od of bishops on Sept. 27.

In his message, the Pope referred to the-

American Church as “the Church of God in'a
great and ‘modern land” and praised our
people for their generous charity to the
whole world. “We thank your clergy,
rellglous and your laity for thelr diligent

with 80‘

- liturgy- with altar facing.

ourself, and"for the shared.solicitude they
show for their brothers and sisters in the
other local churches throughout the world.”

The Holy Father then reminded ‘us
bishops of the power we, posséss by or-
dination. The Gospel of the Mass had
prompted this reflection for we had just

listened to“the Lord’s admonition ito His

disciples: “Let the greater among you be-as
the least, the leaders as the servant./| {Luke

© 22:26) “Our power,” said Pope Paul, “is not a

power of denomination; it iS a power of
service, a function destined to the minjstry of
the community. The bishops are constituted
by the Holy Spirit to shephérd the Church of

" God. To shepherd — this is the decisive
_ word. lItis the trueé Gospel figure of the Pastor

— that of goodness that is provident and
strong — which demands a complete gift of
self.”

The Pope’s introduction to the prayers of

" the faithful included this greeting:

“Beloved Brothers and sons, our spiritual
family rejoices today in the fact that the
appointed Pastors of the Church of the
United States are gathered here with' me.
May my most fervent and sincere prayer be
directed to! Our Father in Heaven, from

whom ,everl/ best gift comes, ‘that He will

shower on you in abundance the gifts of His 1

love ‘through His Only Begotten Son

Then the lector .prayed:

i “For Pope Paul and for all the blshops of
the United States, that in fulfilling faithfully
eir pastoral dutleS they may nourish by
t eir word, impress by their example and rule
b}‘/ thelr Iove the flock entrusted to them.”

ecclesial ;ommumon with | you and with-

At the conclusion of the liturgy, the Holy
. Father met with us in a hall adjoining “the

| Sistine Chapel. He seemed genuinely pleaséd
~and deeply moved whe

Cardinal Cooke

presented him a letter signed by each of us as.
an expression of our common gratitude for.
the blessing of the liturgy and for his personal’
interest in our program of studies. In turnhe....

presented each of us a Latin text of the four - -

Gospels as a token of his fatherly love.

We were a quiet and reflective group as
we boarded the buses to take us back to the
Casa Santa Maria. As we were leaving, the
square in front of St. Peter’s was beginning to,
fill rapidly. The news had traveled quickly,
that the Holy Father was back in Rome, and,
that meant that he would begin again Lhis.

Sunday practice of appearing at the window:,

of his residence -to recite the Angelus at.
noon, to give a short homily, and to impart
his apostollc blessing. :

The sight of the gathering crow

reminded me of Roman days as a anst

student when .1 would be part of a vast
assembly awaitmg Pope Pius XH’s ap-
pearance at the .window. Here at the
crossroads _ of the Christian world, the
universality of the Church and its unity with.
its supreme pastor and teacher is so visibly:
expressed. The Bernini éolumns -reach ouf
like anhs to embrace peaples of every tongue
who speak the common language of loyalty
and devotlon to the successor of Peter

I will conclude thts series of reflectlons
next week with some thoughts from Assisi. lt
has been a pleasure to share the joy of thes
days w:th you. , . ;;;
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“Paul-- opened the Airst plenary :
- working ' séssion - of ~the *fourth

ion, Colonialism

‘Synod ‘of Blshops of ‘the Roman
Cathollc Church ‘with a warning -
thal evangehcal zeal miust not

mvolve the Church in vnolence
revolution, or .colonialism.
Addressmg the 1206 synodal

What is g] ust as dlStrESSlng, he

% : of tbe ecumemcal

“the _growing
i f-the
mystery, of the Church also in the
other écelesial commu nons, hé

. ityww m the
flcatson of

-and -the

ar to

Fe ndes

the almost ‘complete

- St ,ements in ’che Sy od have'
_ shown, e

. Metropolttans of East

“coura

delegates and observers in the
Vatican’s modern audience hall,
the pontiff urged the worlds
Catholic bishops_and faithful not
to reduce their -evangelization
efforts to “mere sociological or
political activity and the mission
of the Chu_rch” to a temporal
message.

The central topic ‘of the month-
“long Synod is “Evangelization in
the- Modetn World.”

Lt s clear the Pope said,
”that recourse can never be had
‘to methods which are in open
. conflict with the spirit of the
Gospel. Neither violence nor
revolgtion nor colonialism in any
. form will serve as methods of the
Church’s evangelical action.”

"The - Sy /nod members, who

mclude 143 bishops, -17 Cardinals

from the Roman Curia (the

_ gentral administrative arm of the

Church);. 14 Patriarchs iahnd

te
_Churches, and 10 superiors
general of male rellglous orders,
are to discuss the experiences of
‘evangelization — bringing the
GOSpel to the world — through

From then untll Oct. 16, they
are to.take up the ”theolog of
-evahgelization. The remainder of
the{Synod, which is scheduled to
end Oct: 26, is to be devoted
principally to drawing up con-
crete pastoral proposals for ef-
-fec e evangelization.

Pope Paul fold the Synod
fathers that “in these turbulent
’ames” bishops must face with
“the ocean of in-
credulity, indifference, and

host;llty’ confrontmgthe Church

‘all  parts’ of

" ipsa est morbus”

“Let us not be paralyzed by,

fear,” he affirmed, exhorting the”

delegates to spread the Gospel to
the world,
“irrespective  of geographlcal,,
racial, hlstorlcal or natlonahstlc

| prejudlces

‘He -added. that “non-Chnstlan
religions” could no. longer be .

considered as “rivals” to Roman .

Catholicism .or" “as obstacles to
Chnstlan evangehsm '

The Pope said that the "duts/
imposed on the Church by the .
mandate of Christ to “go into the
whole world and prociaim the
good news (gospel) to all
creation,” meant that the Church”’
also had to face the! iproblem of
the . relations between
evangelization and the ‘fufl
development of man.”

“In this regard” he declared,
“the peoples of the world are
awaiting help from the, Church
although, ?' jnature,
promotion o human
development is not the Church’

primary goal.” i

l

Following the Pope’s @ddress,
Cardinal Franz Koenig of Vienna,

Austria, one of the synod
presidents, conveyed the best. -
to the

wishes of the assembl
pontiff on his 77th birthday (Sept.
26).

Turnin
Pope rep jed in Latin, “Senectus
— “old age itself.
is itlness.” The quotation is from |
Promessi Sponsi or The
Betrothed, the 19th  Century
romantic novel by Alessandro
Manzoni. In the book, an old
priest uses the phrase to the

young couple of the title,

social ~

to the cardinal, 'ther
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