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r Editorial 

Inflation Immoral 
( 1 -v I 

President Ford faces a gigantic task tin trying to~ 
solve the nat ional r iddle of inf lat ion and some of his 
early steps in tnat direct ion have come under firej 
f rom a commit tee o f the Nat ional Conference of 
Cathol ic Charities (NCCC) 

The panef Was" sharply cr i t ical of the ad
ministrat ion plan tto maintain high unemployment as 
a method of lowering inf lat ion 

"A more realistic analysis of our present in
f la t ion wou ld note the general lack of conf idence in 
government, the roJe of wor ldwide hunger and 
consequent need and demand for goods, increased 
o i l costs and prof i teering in some industries," the 
report stated, \ 

j The statement also called for improved 
unemployment insurance and said tha t t he k ind of 
wage and price controls enacted-by the Nixon ad
ministrat ion are "complete ly unacceptable" and that 
they only amounted to Wage controls whi le nothing 
was done to slow soaring costs 

I t also c la imed that food processors and retailers 
have not passed on lower fa rm prices to the con
sumer but ha,ve cont inued to reap high prof i ts^The 
statement fikewise assailed "prof i teer ing" by the o i l 
companies 

Referring to the recent economic summit , the 
statement said that it was ."stacked wi th special 
interests- they were stacked against the worker, 
against the elderly, against the chi ldren, against the 
women , against the consumer, against the needy and 
against those on fixed incomes-" 

Many stil l believe that the Church should keep 
its holy nose out of such issues But inf lat ion is a 
moral problem and-one doesn't need a degree in 
economics to realize that the people it hurts most are 
the elderly, those on fixed incomes, and the im
poverished When the price of gasoline spurts 10 cents 
a gallon it hurts the rich man but i t devastates the 
poor man, when food prices soar it irks the rich man 
but he cont inues to_eat wel l , the poor man must eat 
less. 

As the nation's economic advisers go about their 
business of f ight ing in f la t ion, it is pleasant to know 
that groups such as Catholic Charities w i l l keep them 
aware o f t h e i r m o r a l respons ib i l i t i es t o a l l o f t h e 
people of this nat ion 

Help Honduras 
The f igure of the dead, the injured and the 

home less m a y be c o n f u s i n g b u t t h e f a c t is t h a t t h e 
people o f Honduras need our help Badly 

The diocese has quick ly responded, sending a 
check for $2,000 f rom its disaster emergency fund It 
also w i l l act as a funnel for your contr ibut ions wh ich 
should be sent to Disaster Relief Fund, 1150 Buffalo 
Road, Rochester, N Yu 14624 The diocese wi l l for
ward all money received to Cathol ic Relief Service. 

We in th is part of the wor ld are safe f rom 
hurricanes and their fearsome destruction We don' t 
know the terror of the battering nor the misery o f the 
a f t e r m a t h W e are f o r t u n a t e , o the rs p a r t i c u l a r l y n o w 
t hose in H o n d u r a s , are n o t 

Perhaps w e m u s t i m a g i n e w h a t i t w o u l d be l i ke if 
our homes were leveled, water po l lu ted, food scarce, 
and- children- in the streets w i th no place to go for 
h e l p W e m u s t m a k e sure as ou r n e i g h b o r H o n d u r a n s 
turn to us-for assistance that we wi l l be there to 
respond It is the Christian th ing to do 

Clearly Seen 
When great issues are personalized they become 

more comprehensible. 

- Thus when Mrs Betty Ford is hi t by cancer, the 
enormity of the disease is brought home far more 
forcefu l ly than w i th all the reports and statistical 
studies of th is ki l ler The necessity o f nat ional effort , 
including government support', to unvei l the secrets 
b lock ing trie cure of cancer becomes clear 

And when Frank Robinson JS f inal ly named a 
major league baseball manager we see clearly the 
fof ly of never having a black marfso employed in our 
so-called nat ional pastime Blacks^ once banned f rom 
professional play, now form the backbone" of many 
teams-.But unt i l now baseball has been too fool ish to 
see the logic of a black manager jCongratulations to 
the Cleveland leadership . 

We pray for Mrs Ford and her fami l y and send 
our good wishes to-Frank Robinson 

GKCs Pen Hit 
Many Targets 
Editor: 

I t is rather we l l known that G. 
K Chesterton fought against " t h e 
superst i t ion of d ivorce, " abou t , 
wh ich he wro te an ent i re book, 
and that . he despised b i r th 
cont ro l " there is one type 
o f person for w h o m I feel w h a t I 
can on ly cal l con tempt A n d that -
is the popular propagandist of 
wha t he or she absurdly describes 
as b i r th cont ro l 'C (The Wel l and 
the Shallows, 1935) 

But i t is perhaps less wel l 
known tha t CKC also vyrote about 
wha t w e n o w refer to'v*as " the 
p o p u l a t i o n p r o b l e m / ' a b o u t 
man ' s r e l a t i o n t o | i is e n 
v i ronment , and about euthanasia, 
a b o r t i o n , a n d r e l a t e d e v i l s . 
Chesterton made the one po in t 
tha t even many o f the , dedicated 
peop le w h o are f igh t ing against 
the obsceni ty of "popu la t ion 
c o n t r o l " seem t o neg lec t 'namely 
that i t is ind iv idual people w h o 
make up the "popu la t i on " , i t is 
not just a numbers game that, is 
b e i n g p l a y e d He s a i d , f o r 
example, " W h e n a group of 
s u p e r c i l i o u s l y b e n e v o l e n t 
economists look d o w n m to the 
abyss for the surplus popu la t ion , 
assuredly there is on ly one an
swer that should be given t o 
them, and t h a t is to say, ' I f there 
is a surplus, you are a s u r p l u s ' " 
(Charles Dickens, 1906) This 
shows, I th ink , a main po in t about 
speaking of "ove rpopu la t i on . " 
Are you a part of the surplus? Is 
your fami ly part of the surplus, or 
your friends? Obv ious ly , i t is the 
people w i t h w h o m we must start; 
the economic s i tuat ion must be 
cont ro l led t o serve t hem, and not 
v ice versa 

In an essay f rom his book 
G e n e r a l l y S p e a k i n g ' ( 1 9 2 8 ) , 
Chesterton spoke of the, great 
confusion between means and 
ends He replied to an article in 
an inte l lectual wee,kly w h i c h , as 
he s a i d , asked w h e t h e r 

man has improved the 
earth he lives o n , whether nature 
as a who le was bet ter ' for t he 
p resence o f " m a n N o b o d y 
seemed t o not ice tha t this is 
assuming tha t the end of man is 
to grow more grass or improve 
the breed o f rattlesnakes "., 

He con t inued 

" A man may serve God and 
be good t o mankrnd fo r that 
reason, or a man may serve 
mank ind and be good ' t o 
other things t o preserve the 

' I .THINK- I T S A D M I R A B L E T H A T SOU CAN K E E P 
VOJR TEMPER WITH TOE HIGH PRICES, MRS. 
MURPV. B U T I ' M WONPERING IF IT 'S WORTH IT 
WHEN V O U B I T E VOUF? UP CLEAR THF?OU<Sn/" 

standard o f mank ind ; bu t i t 
is very hard t o prove exactly 
h o w far he is bound t o make 
the jung le th icker o r en 
courage very tal l giraffes. 
. . . A man should be k ind 
t o a giraf fe; he should if 
necessary feed i t ; he. may 
very proper ly stroke i t or pat 
i t on the head, even i f he has 
to : procure a ladder for these 
good off ices. He is perfect ly 
r ight t o pat a giraffe; there is 
no ob jec t ion to his pat t ing a 
pa lm tree. But he is not 
bound t o regard a man as 
something created for the 
good of the pa lm tree. Nor is 
h e ' bound t o answer the 
quest ion, w i t h ainy burden on 
his conscience: " i f there 
were no men , w o u l d there be 
more palm, trees?" 

C h e s t e r t o n sugges ted t h e 
s a t i r i c a l e u p h e m i s m " s o c i a l 
sub t rac t ion" fo r euthanasia and, 
a l though t h e spectre of abor t ion 
was not the terrible presence in 
his time that it is today/he was 
qui te aware o f i t as an un
dercurrent. He liniked these evils 
t o t h e p o l i t i c a l a n d lega l 
q u e s t i o n s s u r r o u n d i n g t h e 
p r e v a l e n t e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n , i n 
genetics a n d heredi ty, and he 
remarked tha t : 

"For under the smooth legal 
surface, of our society there 
are already mov ing very 
law less t h i n g s . W e a re 
always near the breaking 
point w h e n we eare on l y for 
wha t is legal and no th ing fo r 
what is l aw fu l . Unless w e . 
have a moral pr inc ip le about 

as 
the 

such del icate matters 
marriage and murder, u ic 
who le wor ld w i l l become a 
welter of exceptions w i t h no 
rules. There w i l l be so many 
hard cases that everyth ing 
w i l l go sof t . " (Come to Think 
of It, 1930) 

Robert Knille 
102 Lynnwood Dr. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14618 

ts 
To Criterion 
Editor: 

The staff o f St. Mary 's Parish in 
Aubu rn , takes great except ion t o 
Fa ther Paul C u d d y ' s r e c e n t 
statement in the Courier-Journal 
judging the qua l i t y o f a parish 
religious education program on 
whether or not the 5th thru 12th 
graders cou ld reci te the Angel us 
and the Rosary. 

Father David Gramkee 
staff spokesperson for 

S t Mary's Church 
15 Clark St. 

Auburn, N.Y. 13021 
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