
t 

JSL 

COURIER-JOURNAL Wednesday, September 18,1974 _il Page 8 

fr *-

Life, Liberty and Law 

Loneliness has always been a 
dull and pressing reality o f " 
human life, one of our common 
denominators I t can exist 
wherever human l i fe exists There 
is loneliness in the unwantmg 
womb , lonel iness in the 
mongoloid life, and rn the 
courageous and awkward gait of 
the severely handicapped Surely 
a ~ man knows almost to ta l 
loneliness prior to suicide, and 
the lonely cocoon o f age is sealed 
by society's pathological em­
phasis " o n youth ^ The stroke 
victim fs lonely, the orphan, the 
terminal patient, the prisoner, 
and the starving Those~unaBle to 
give birth, unable to speak, 
unable to share fove * are 
lonely 

Woven of hopelessness, fear and 
anxiety, loneliness is- the most 
unnecessary o f man's system of 
burdens, for its refief lies in the 
simple offer of the human hand, 
the gentle tone of the human 
voice, and the degree of human 
involvement But self-sacrifice is 
not today's mode, and few of our 
political and religious leaders 
even recognize it Their courses 
seem to be charted instead by 
either the mob syndrome which is 
thg'destruction of human life for 
the sake of personal privacy, 
social convenience, and 
economic gam — or by an 
unhealthy conspiracy of pious 

1 silence 

The syndrome and the silence 
I ' destroy not the loneliness but the 
' lonely They destroy the un­

wanted' baby and the mongoloid 
and the handicapped, all before 
birth if possible [through genetic 
selection They would allow the 
jettisoning of those who politely 
announce through ' l iving wills' 
that they have become bored 
with life, and the expedient 
destruct ion o f the non ­
productive They encourage the 
destruction of the silent, the 
dying and the burdensome, the 
great ungeneration of America I t 
verges on mass immorality 

Of course, one expects 
politicians and political can­
didates to f l i r t with appealing 
mischief "kt least one is not 
surprised when they do But are 
we obliged to sit in grim silence 
and accept the tact ics o f 
avoidance when they come from _ 
our pulpits from our pulpits " 
where social nuisances are often 
identif ied as evils, and evil itself 
is benignly ignored? 

Loneliness is cultivated, and we 
are all aware of this, by the 
alluring nontheology of the self 
America has amassed *-an un­
paralleled material wealth, and 
she has power But she may 
become encrusted wi th her af­
fluence Possession may become 
her national religion And what 
would this religion promise for us 

HEW GRANT 
The Learning Resources Center 

at Nazareth College of Rochester 
has received a $15,310 matching 
grant from the U S Department 
of Heal th , Education and-
Welfare The grant, to be mat­
ched equally by Nazareth, is 
earmarked pr imar i ly fo r the 
purchase of audio-visual 
equipment and also for the 
acquisition of additional nonpnnt 
materials in the college's Lear­
ning^ Resources Center 
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spiritually7 Probably damnation 
For we have allowed a widening 
of the evil gap' between those 
who are wealthy powerful and 
flawless, and those who are poor 
defenseless and flawed Between 
those who have and those who 
seek N 

r 
Every time we allow a lonely 

human life to be destroyed in 
order to save an athletic career, 
every t ime we a l low the 
deliberate destruction of one 
lonely human life for the-.'con­
venience of another, every t ime 
we allow a churchman to ignore 
the brutal realities and promises 
of selective human killing, we 
become accessories to the fact 
and we widen the gap 

I fail to see what humanity can 
gain- by destroying those among 
us who are imperfect Nor-da I 
see jus t i f i ca t ion for -either 
elimmative medicine or genetic 
engineering If it is our burdens 
we wish to set aside, I submit that 
it not the imperfect who hinder 
mankind so much in the long run, 
as the umnsp i red /un inspnng 
pulp i ts , co ld ly visionless 
leadership, and the continued 
obsession w i th genetic per-

, fection For there is neither 
justice nor mercy in killing in­
nocent human life - < 

I suggest-instead that'we learn 
from our loneliness, and form it 

i^into a well of compassion, a 
source of both strength and 
inspiration Aware of the brief 
beauty and fragility of each 
human life, we could reach out to 
save the unborn, the child, and 
the man or woman whom society 
threatens to destroy 

For i f we flatter ourselves with 
the notion that the good Lord wi l l 
grant to us the ultimate justice 
and mercy, we had best grant 
justice and mercy to those 
among us now who are^lonely 
and threatened We'd best speak 
up for the silent And listen to the 
lost If we hope to avoid the dark 
damnation of eternal loneliness 
for ourselves, we had best resist 
the powerfGhanti-life tide now 

Loneliness is not art" evil 
Allowing it is Please let the 
courageous and awkward gait of 
the handicapped become'" an 
inspiration 

We are not yet overburdened 

Area Congressmen: Frank 
Horton, [34th]; Barber Conable, 
[35th]; Howard W. Robison, 
[27th]; William Walsh [33rd]; and 
James Hastings, [39th]. U.S. 
House of Representatives, 
Washington, D.C. 20515.-

Senators: Jacob Javits and 
James Buckley. VS. Senate, 
Washington, D.C. 20510. 

ST ANDREW'S PARISH-" 
~- PRESCRIPTIONS 

'*' ^ Carefully Compounder. 

* MANDELL'S PHARMACY :: 

OF ROCHESTER IMC. . 

• • *" 

467-0870 • 467-0785 
DRUGS-COSMFTICS-SUNDRIES 

Portland Ave at Norton ., 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT 

. , are as important in housing as in your business 
Caldwell & Cook rely on continuing professional 
research, serves the need and desires of a variety of 
Rochester family types While many of our homes are 
built/specifically for each family, we do<have a limited 
selection of completed^ homes in each of^our com­
munities, in Brighton, Greece, Henrietta and PittsfordT 
See- our furnished models in Shadowbroolo(bff Xatta 
Road between Mt Read Blvd and Long Pond Road) 
225-7430 

CALDWELL & COOK 

TOYS NEEDED 

Homell — Mary Ludden who 
heads the child-care program 
during Mass at St Ann's has 
indicated a need t o r toys The 
nursery is open for the 9 45 and 
11 a m Masses on Sundays * 

New Ilpcjtory i 
i 

W o r k on St. Lawrence's-ne^r rectory in Greece is we l l ! 
under way . The new building is the gift of Loi£ a n d Edwin | 
W e g m a n w h o belong to t h e i p i r i s h . 
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Home Heating Inc. 
271-7414 271-4650 
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For tha world's suffering-poor, the dedicated 
hope, and for the love trfjfcodi l enclose my speciar mission sacrifice of 

CJ 9/J8/74 

missionaries bringing life and 

Leave a legacy of lovejortthe missions—remember the Society for the 
Propagations the Faithin your Will. 

Salvation p i Service are the work of 
li^u 

The Society (oi the Propagation of the Faith 
Send your g i f t to! 

Most Rev: Edward T. CKMearal 
National Director 

- Dept C, 366 Fifth Avenue ^-X1 
r New York 10001 ~ ^ 

or 
Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart L 

Diocesan Director 
123 East1 Avenue ~ 

Rochester, New-York 14604 
716-454-2926 " 


