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More Opinions 
Catholic School 
Necessary 
Editor: 

Having spent 25 years orr the 
faculty of a Catholic high school, 
\ have, come to realize the 
definite need for the Catholic 
high school in providing'a solid 
Christian education for our young 
people-our ; / teenagers"—our 
adolescents v - -

*r In the late sixties, we were 
tragically misled to believe-that 
the Catholic high schooljwas'no 
longer needed We were to ld by " 
well-meaning people that it-was 

too "expensive"—that it would 
not stand up and endure and that 
"we could hot compete with the 
innovative educational program 
found in our American public 
school system 

Throughout this period of 
confusion and misconception, it 
has become even more evident 
how truly necessary it is that the 
Messaged Christ be brought to 
our young people, whom we are" 
preparing for adulthood^who are 
indeed the future citizens of our 
country and our Church No price 
tag can be placed on that' 

When we'considrer ihe break
down of public morality on the 
part of young people^ of today, I 
befieve the present-day Amendan 

THE CHURCH 1974 

A priest senate I know of is 
busily engaged in "taking as, 

-survey" to find out what tare the 
"priorities" of the- priests' -rft' its 
diocese One couldn't ask for a 
better example of what's wrong 

^ w i t l j the "Amen can Church 

I'd be the last one to knock 
taking^surveys-But anyone with 
an elementary knowledge of * 
survey research would know that 
you can'tset priorities by taking" a 
survey Plebiscite democracy is 
fine (though then you don't need 
a priest senate), but it doesn't 
give you priorities, a t best ft gives 
you a list of problems — which is ~ 
something efse altogether. 

Priorities are determined by 
leaders, or visionaries, or plan-
ning-commissions — depending 
on what kind of priorities you 
have in» mind. Maybe your 
priorities ought t o be approved 
by a senate after they have been 
elaborated; particularly if they 
are ' p lann ing-commis^s ion 
priorities But priest senates are 
afraid of leaders and visionaries 
and they d o n ' t ' know what 
planning-commissions are, all 
about — and don't understand 
their limitations 

Of course, -vision and 
leadership j s . tohat we have 
bishops for. And if a bishop isn't 
laying out' a visionary list of 
priorities for his priests, maybe 
the priests ought to request a new 
bishop instead of taking a survey 

There is an abundance of data 
available aboutwhat priests think 
their problems are; we hardly' 
need a new survey for that. Ifja 
senate is interested in gathering 
raw material for an examination 
of priorities, i t might much more 
appropriately f ind out what the 
lai tythink are their problems. But 
this is asubject about which most 
groups of priests „are ' notably 
uninterested Till they begin to 
show such interestthey ought not 
to be taken very seriously 

l can tell them, though, what 
bothers the laity most — Sunday 
sermons. (And after that, the 

"religious education of children, to 
which I wi l l return in a later 
column ) The ' outpouring of 
letters from lay folk in response 
to my recent column on sermons 
may not be a scientific sample, 
but the sheer power of i t leaves 

little doubt about lay anger 
*• ' * 

Take one example, " f proposes 
contest among the laity to select 
'The Ten Lousiest Sermons of 
1974-75/ . It could be rthe 
contest of the century) Imagine 
the monumenta l number of 
nominations From cities, towns 
and villages across the land, you 

* would be buried in mountains of 
words that have poured from the 
pulpit, drowning the laity in a 
pool of prattle . . , Certain 
details must be worked out for 
the^ contest, such as categories, 
length, number of times same 

-»sermon has been given, etc There 
should be special awards for- All 
Around Worst, The Longest, The 
Dullest, The Most Insane, The 
Most Juveni le; The Least 
Comprehensible, The Most 
Pointless Winners would receive 
a week of retribution They would 
be confined to a soundproof 
room where the tapes of, the 
w i n n i n g ' sermons wou ld be 
played over, and over, and over, 
and over, and over." 

- Only the most naive would 
expect a senate of priests to be 
concerned about the quality of 
sermons preached in ar diocese 

' That wilfsurely not even-appear 
on the list ,of priorities to be 
collected diligently by the survey 
Af tera l l - the laity only pays the 
bills. 

What recourse does the laity 
have? Well, they could stop , 

-, paying the bills, but mostof them 
are too charitable to dq that As 
an alternative, they could send a 
subscription to,the, bad preachers 
of one of the many moderately 
good homiletic t services and 
suggest " (anonymously/ since 
most priests take anonymous 
letters more seriously than signed 
ones — as in fact do lots of 
bishops and archbishops) that 
instead of giving a sermon, 
Father, simply read'what's in the 
homiletic newsletter ' 

The only trouble is that it is not 
at alh clear that the 4 worst 
preachers still know how to read. 
If they were reading, you see/ 
they would be giving good 
sermons 

And if they were reading,, they 
wouldn't need t a survey to j 
determine priorities 

Catholk: family needs the help of 
aa school to Instill a Chrfstfan 
value system to its voting The 
school structure needs a religious 
orientation and training" of the • 
Good News of Jesus Christ. \ 

The Good News becomes/ a r 
realty through the teacHers and \, 
students" who make up „ the^ 
Christian commun i t y , whose* 
centered scope is Jesus Christ, w 
In a Catholic school, the Love of. ~ 
Gdd must be experienced -
pnmarly through its teachers-yf, 
the i r re lat ionship w i th one --
another, m what they teach and -. 
with the students who have been;," 
placed under their care j \ 

The Catholic high school must. / 
serve three important funcl ior i l / 
m a community It must impart \ 
the Message of Jesus It rmist, "-
engender' a communi ty eSf-j^ 
perience and lastly, i,t must xr 

provide an opportunity to serve' ^ 
other humans in a healthy at
mosphere of brotherly love arid ,; 

c a r e " - x u.< 

No matter how great, how i
 a, 

^-advanced the American public I. 
'h igh school may be, it lacks the^ % 
most essential ingredient to the r" 
happiness and peace of a person,, " 
namely, JESUS CHRIST_ ? ; -

Will iam F. McCarthy',;, 
Director of Public Relations;, A 

Aquinas Institute £ 
1127 Dewey Ave/ v

v 
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Vocations Rest "K 
On Rome. Parish* 

We should certainly pray for 
Vocations, in the context of our 
pjayer and work for the spiritual 

,and corporate renewal of the 
'Church This renewal is one of the 
focuses of the Holy Year When, 
we see the fruit of this prayer — 
Cod's Spirit working visibly in 

r people's lives and, a greater in-
'volvement in the Church — then 
I think--religious vocations will 
increase markedly \ 

Alan Schreck 
350 Clover St. 

Rochester, N.Y. 14610 
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r Gerould's 
" Pharmacies 

S Mam" St arrd 
Church & Hoffman 

Elmira 

Delivery Service 
733-66% 
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Valky . 

RD 3 NAPLES, N.Y. 14512 

315-374-6318 
In Concert 

Rochester's Premier Country-Rock Band'" 

OLD SALT 
Saturday, September 21 at 8:15 PM 

AdmissionS2 50 

Exhibit of paintings by J Alexander 
and Marguerite Scott in the Lobby 

(MS€ Call Box Office (315-374 6318) for information 
and reservations Oien 10 AM - 9 PM 

Rubens-Royal has 
"Back to School" 

Needs 
' 5. We have girls short 

and long sleeve bloilses 
~ with peter pan and 

convertible collars For the 
boys short sleeve shirts 

Editor: 

'it-

As a 22-year-old presently,^/; 
considering my own vocation,*!,** vt 
would like to share a thought on, 
prayer for vocat ions Wh i le , 
prayer for, vocat ions JS 
unquest ionably impor tant , I 
believe there is a need for: 
Catholics to pray and work for a 
broader intention, if the current 
'crisis' m religious vocations is to 
abate ' ^ 

The dearth of vocations today , 
.may be viewed as a symptom of 
some more fundamental needs < 
and problems in the Church A , 
young person looking at his own 
parish oftentimes doesn't see a 
very high degree "of involvement 
in the parish or interest in the ] 
spir i tual l i fe among the > 
parishioners There doesn't 
appear to be the sort of vital faith * 
community that makes a dif
ference in the way most''people 
live and order their everyday 
lives This lack of spiritual vitalrty 
is often perceived in the home, as 
well 

They both come in white 
blue, and .yellow in sizes 
ranging from 4 to 20 We 

also have in stock special ties 
for each school s requirements 
So come in and start the 
school year with help from 

Rubens Royal 

Bank Amencard 
Master Charge 

RUBEN£jMWU 
1384 NORTON S I 

I 

This, more than anything,', 
discourages young people "from 
making the decision t*o lay dowh ij" 
their lives in service of God and 
men in the Church We need the1 i. 
example of parents and peers / 
who are seeking a full and Irving'j 
relationship with God, and who 
are responding generously to I 
their own particular call to ' 
support and serve the Church ; 

fl,e *.enty-fiw cert Beer? 
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Opinions to the editor 
should be addressed: Letter to 
the Editor, Courier-journal, 
Richford Building, 67 Chestnut 
St, Rochester, N.Y' j-14604. 
They should be no longer than 
1 1/2 pages, typed double-
spaced Names and addresses 
sho'uldbe included The paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters 
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RSB's payroll savings plan is 
the most convenient way of 

it reaching your savings goal 

" Memoer FDIC 

Rochester Sovmgs Bank 
'^IfeKyout^gtanigtowS' -
Rochester (Mam) 
40 Franklin St 
47 W. Main-SI 
555 £: Mam St 
Midtown Plaza 
Iromtequoit Offfce 
3111 Hudson Ave 
Brochport Office 
4617 late IW 

Ridgemont Ptaza 
Pittsford Plaza 
EastviewMai! 
Webster Office 
13 E Mam St 
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Th«se prices from many 
years back are rttttimif 
Monday throufti Friday at the 
CAFE AVION, startinf Sevteabef 3rd. 

Jota Us Moaday Through Friday 
From 11:30 To 2sM 

Ne offer an extensive luncheon M M of over 
twenty-five selections and quick professional service 
that the business person is sure to appreciate.' 

:Ak AVictl 

N-
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MONROE COUNTY AIRPORT- * 
328-7553 

ftt*«*itlt«s tttraciatt*' - Tkrtt ktirs Irtt TalNatii jarkiif 

planning a business meeting''-Why not inquire about our banquet facilities' 
You'll find the airport most convenient for meetings and-business luncheons. 
* COMFORTABLE ACCOMMODATIONS FOR 10 TO 75 PERSONS 

/ ' 


