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Cardinal Defines Role Of Laymen 
Detro i tJRNSf - The highest-

ranking U.S. Vatican " official 
recently told a Knights of 
Columbus Supreme Council 
meeting that "Catholic belief is 
not a "kind of baseball game" 
between bishops and theologians 
with the laity looking on as 
spectators. 

He said the faithful must be 
involved as "participants, vitally 
concerned, however diverse their 
rolesrandTionebf them 'outside' 
the: ballpark so long as they are 
baptized, belfeve and play their 
respective but full positions" 

Cardinal John J Wright, prefect 
of the Vatican Congregation for 
the Clergy, made these points as 
he addressed a special'session of 
the 92nd annual meeting of the 
Knights' top legislative -arid" 
policy-making body. He declared 
that the Catholic laity "have a 
definite share in the priesthood of 
the Church." 

The cafdfnal went on to say 
that "when we are talking about 
the total witness of the Church 
we must be very careful. . . not 
to talk too lightly, of non-
academic 'believers' or to make 
too sharp distinctions between 
"'professional' -and the 'profane, 
vulgar mob' if by these we mean 
the believing laity,"^ 

Faith is different from 
theology, he said, pointing out 
that faith is "total acceptance of 
the word of Cod, mandated by 
,the Father through Jesus and 
transmitted through the" Church " 

! ' I 
"A theology' which proceeds 

merely according to the law* of 
human sciences — which does 
not live, move and have its being 
within the Faith — is a theology 
which has built-jn seeds of self-
destruction." J r 

j i 
He said thed Church has two 

kinds of infallibility '— that of 
teaching, exercised by the Pope 

and bishops united with him, and 
the infallibility Tn believing, 
exercised-by all believers 

Cardinal Wright stated that the 
'faith of the mass of ^believers 
overcame such heresies as 
Arianism, which denied Christ's 
divinfty and the v"national 
apostacy" in England under 
Henry the Eighth. 

A lay spirituality, he <-said, 
should be loyal, "but modern, if 
you like, but thoroughly con
sistent with Catholic faith and 
order; as 'popular' arid 'personal' 
as decent - democracy, but as 
'papal' and responsible as the'4 

Holy Roman Catholic Church; 
open to all that is good, true and 
beautiful and just, closed only to 
moral disorder and doctrinal 
nonsense 

"It -should be humanistic in 
spirit, ^Christ-centered in piety,' 
supernatural in divine faith," the 
prelate added 

After his talk the-cardinal spent 
more tjian another hour chatting 
•with reporters, emphasizing he 
learned his faith-from lay persons 
and not from the heirarchyT 

f 

A native of Boston, be said "As 
a kid I never went to Catholic 
school and I grew up in an en
vironment hostile to religion The 
family is the best school for 
religion as well as civilization and 
manners, and all that jazz " 

Repeatedly saying degrees do 

not necessarily jnsure a lively, 
committed faith, the cardinal 
recalled a lay teacher in his 
confirmation class who taught 
him "my deepest convictions 
about the future life.". 

"I don't know anybody writing 
these days as a professor of 
theology who makes -the facts 
about -death as real as Ruby 

, Bancroft when we~were 13 years 
old. She-brought us "to the wake 
of a classmate who was killed by 
a streetcar. We stood around .the 
casket, listening to her. 

"She didn't have a theory of 
death or the life of the -world to 
come, but she'made death real. 
The dynamics of faith have 
relatively little to do with in
formation, but with insight." 

The cardinal also rerninisced 
about his brother who is a doctor 
with "insight awfully better than 
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mine " While his brother has no 
theological degrees, he credits 
him, with being a ' better 

' theologian. 

- Talking' 'about, the lack o& 
committed laity in the Catholic 
Church and other denominations. 
Cardinal Wright said- \ ' „ 

« 
"One reason the^ laity is not 

doing what they can do is they 
are >' not informing themselves 
about their received faith and 
making it intelligible to those 
arouncNhenr The question is, 
how- do you get the message 
across. The earlier generation was 

. far more prepared than * this 
-generation." ; 
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Hudson at E. Ridge 
in Irondcqnoit 

R e s e r v a t i o n * : 3 4 2 - 4 2 2 0 

Luncheons w e e k d a y s . 
D i n n e r s , d a i l y 
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AYM Recreation Survey 
Sixteen teenagers f rom the Lyell-Otis and D u t c h t o w n areas 
po l led thei r peers Aug . 25 o n recreat ional needs in those 
ne ighborhoods . 'Shown tak ing a rest f rom their door-to-
door endeavor are Paul Guarnere , Brian D o r a n , M a r k 
Klueber, Bil l M a e d e r , Rick Reber, Steve Stone, Kris Burruto, 
Judy Ryan and D o n n a Wi lk inson. The Area Youth Min is t ry 
sponsored t h e project; w i th help f r o m H o l y Family a n d 
Ho ly Apsotles churches and the Lyell-Otis Ne ighborhood 
Associat ion. ' . ' -
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Dear Father, 

You did a fast about face in 
that last sentence — "You' give 
the impression that once we have 
taken the first step to eliminate 
certain Church laws the next step' 
will be a change in the basic 
doctrine. 1 do not buy that idea. 
The basic doctrines of 

^Christianity are guaranteed_by the 
Savior and by his promise of 
being present with us " 'aH days 
even to the end of the world/ " 

You were talking about the 
Roman Catholic Church and you 
had to say Christianity. 

There ^was no way you could 
have said Roman Catholic Church 
in place of the word Christianity. 
As you well know there is a big 
difference, between Roman 
Catholic and Christianity! Agree? . 

Thank you, 
AnR.C. 

Dear R. C , 

I'm riot sure I know what you're 
really driving at. Christianity is an 

abstraction "denoting~belief in 
Jesus Christ and what he teaches. 
The various sects which comprise 
Christianity do so to a greater or 
lesser degree'depending on how 
fully or accurately they believe in 
Jesus Christ or what he taught -

I believe that the'1 Roman J 
Catholic Church presents to us^ 
the fulness of'Christian belief^ 

-The bark" of Peter has had many 
barnacles through the centuries ' -
but these are extraneous to the 
reality and can be chipped off 
from timeto time The trouble Ts 
that people tend to look too ,. 
much at the barnacles and 
assume because they are there' 
that the ship is not seaworthy 

Ecumenism calls all who 
profess to be Christians to share 
their insights, to dialogue and to 
make an effort to understand one 
another, so that the fulness of 
Jesus and his teaching may be. 
brought to all people, and that 
believers in Jesus Christ {may be 
one as he desired them to be one 
Frankly, I don't really see your 
problem...' . ,_ 

St. John in lateran ' ' SantaMaria Maggior* 

/Celebrate The Holy Year 
^ In The Holy Cities Of 

Jerusalem And Rome 

A BOILED DINNER 
EVERY SATURDAY NIGHT! 

Corned Batf & Cabbage 
tVERV SATURDAY 5 P.M. to-10 P.M 
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In the Footsteps of St. Peter the-Fisherman. This' 
Holy Year, you'll travel to Jibenas on the Sea of Galilee 
where; Jesus first met Peter.iOn to Jerusalem and the birth
place" of Chnst. You'ir walk the Via Doforosarthe Way of 
the Cross.to trie church of the Holy Sepulcher. 

Jerusalem abounds withj holy places' significant to the 
faith. It was here that Christ performed many miracles. A 
visit to the Garden of Gethsemane. Mary's Well and'the 
Mount of Olives will be truly a rewarding experience. 

_, From Jerusalem you'll visit Romeand Vatican City where 
Peter built ha church. Your awe-mspuing touF will take, 
you to St Peter's Basilica whereyou'llviewMichaelangelo's 
Pieta and through the Sistine Chapel depicting in vivid 
detail the story of Genesis from the Creation to the life of 
Noah and the Last Judgement also by the master, himself. 

-Other highlights include the Pantheon, the catacombs and 
the many histonc basilicas and shrines. 

" A visit to the Holy Cities this Holy Year will Wmore than 
you ever dreamed of, for less than you thought. * . 

Makeyour plansioday._'j'"-

9 nights from #725* 
13 nights from SS30* 

. Wffcly dfxrtucw surfing Qctobf 17.1974 

Alitalia 
t Your heat aMiiie for 

thsHotyVosr 
Vurfarw ksutrf ace thos* nuMttwd August I 

and art tubjact i(> m o m and govtrnfoeni approval 

Holiday Classics " 
1 test 67th Street 
'New York, N.Y. 10022 
Oertuomon; Please send me advance infor
mation on Holy Year tours to Jerusalem and 
Rome. 
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