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Knights Report Membership increase 
Detroit — The Knights of 

Columbus reached a record high 
this year in the number of 
members and councils, according 

. > to a report to the 92nd annual 
meeting of the Supreme Council. 

i 

Supreme Knight ' John R. 
M c D e v f t t sa id "21J818 new 
member* joined- during fiscal 

1974, and noted that the sain was 
almost twice that of 1973, which 
totaled 11,426. There are 
1,185,774 members, and 5,873 
councils, he said. McDevi t t at
t r i b u t e d t h e upswing to 
"dedicated and militant faith," 
and t o , K of C leadership in 
various fields. 

In his anpual report, last 
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Sunday's Headings: (R1) Sir 3 1 7 -
«f18, 20, 28-29, (R2) Heb 12:18-19, 

22-24*^ (R3) Lk 14 1,7-il4 ' 

When I saw that the first 
reading for Sunday was from the^ 
book of Sirach (pronounced SIGH" 
rak), it sparked a b la ie of 
thoughts 

Sirach was a scribe I never 
realized how important scribes 
were in the ancient Orient until I 
had read Verner Keller's book. 
The Bible As History To un
derstand their importance meant 
taking an excursion into the 
history of writing 

In the ancient world, the 
m e d i u m o f w r i t t e n c o m 
munication was by hieroglypics, 
by cuneiform, and by alphabet 
The Egyptians, used hieroglyphics, 
Which is picture writing The, 
Assyrians and the Babylonians 
used cuneiform, which consisted 
in making wedges in clay tablets 
The wedges symbolized syllables 
oryvords, There were about 550 of 
these symbols. About 2,000 B C , 
the -Phoenicians discovered a 
simpler mode of expression — 
the alphabet Wi th little more 
than twenty letters, like the keys 
of a typewriter, one could make 
all kinds of w o r d s ^ 

Even with th is j lmpl i f icat ion, 
reading "and *wa*fng. were com
plex Those who had mastered * 
the art wielded great power A 
chief scribe often ranked as the 
third man in a kingdom This is no 
wonder, since so much depended 
on him Mighty conquerors and 
ru le rs^ o f great commerc ia l 
-empires, w h o were o f ten 
illiterate, needed the scribe and 
his school of other scribes tetters 
had to be written Annals kept 
Business transactions contracted 

Though of . l ow rank, scribes 
associated with men far above 
themselves Since many court 
officials could neither read nor 
write, the scribe gained an ad-
vantage\pver them H e knew the 
score, for he had read the records 
or written them Yet being of low 
rank, the scribe's greatest asset 
was prudence and humility He 
had to know how _to' keep his 
mouth shut and how to keep his -
place Hence Sirach advises, J 'My 
Son, conduct your affairs with 
hurnirrty, and you'll be loved 
more than the giver of gifts" — 
the powerful rich of higher rank 
lr» training students, therefore, 
scribes* had them copy out 
max ims; Like t h e M c G u f f e y 
Readerr which imparted morality 
w i t h learning, t h e , young scribe 
learned common, sense while 
learning his letters 

Wisdom Literature in the bible 
does not mean speculative or -
philosophic "thought, as it did 
among Greeks and ' Romans 
Biblical wisdom meant practical 
knowledge A wise person is one 
skilled in his profession Thus w e 
might speak of a carpenter as 
wise, when we mean he is a good 
one The wise man is not 
necessarily a great thinker, but 

Wednesday * and in a dinner 
Speech, M c D e v i t t spoke o f 
abortion, pornography and, in 
general, p a tidal wave of neo-
paganism" which Jhe said was 
sweeping the nation. > 

"there must 
efforts to 

on 

He declared that 
b e no letup in ou,r 
educate the publie on the 
inhumar ity of killingjthe unborn"' 

"•or to reentrant 
, representatives on 

moral issue." 
i {this 

political 
crucial 

one who knows how to live, to 
make good Dale Carnegie's book. 
How to W i n Friends and In
fluence People would have been 
classed as wisdom liturature in 
the ancient world 

Jewish w isdom l i terature," 
however, differed from pagan 
wisdom in its religious orien
tation The wisdom writers of 
Mesopotamia and-Egypt fe l t the 
gods., had little to do with their 
success. All men, they believed, 
were born fools some became 
wise, some did not To become 
wise, instruction was'needed, and 
early in life The purpose of 
wisdom literature was to instruct 
the young All depended on that, 
not on the godsJJut for Israel, the 
fear of the Lord was,the begin
ning of wisdom 

The first part of Sunday's 
Gospel seems taken right out of 
wisdom literature Another Jesus, 
much younger than Jesus ben Sira 
(Sirach), tells a parable of good 
manners He, offers some advice 

•-about how to act a t a dinner 
party He also encouraged 
humility simply for what one can 
get out of it "This wil l w in"you . 
the esteem of your fellow guests " 

All well and good W e can see 
a i r those at table nodding their 
heads in approval But Jesus was 
more than a wise,man. He was 

' also a prophet With the searing 
tongue of a prophet He goes^&n 
to speak d isturbing words 
"Whenever you give a dinner, do 
not invite your friends only — . 
those who ,can pay t you back " i 
This is shocking, hot a" wise 
s a y i n g ' - N o t good manners ' 
Common sense dictates, "Scratch 
my back and I'll scratch yours" 

But this is the difference that1 

comes with Christianity The Jews 
gave pagan wisdom literature a 
religious twist; Jesus gave Jewish 
wisdom literature a supernatural 
twist. The Christian cannot be 
content with being humble just to 
"be loved more than* the giver of 
gifts " He i is ' to be humble , ' 
because he can then 'better 
identify with the poor and needy 

- arounrf him He is--to take the last 
place, not in the hope o f winning 
"the esteem of -your fellow 
guests/' but because, in the last-
place he will better be able to^ee 
himself in relationship with his 
God H e is-to give generously not 
in the hope of a reward rjere and 
now, but so that his reward will 
assuredly come hereafter 

"Unless the abortion trend can 
be reversed," McDevit t warned, 
"society will be pushed into a 
dead-end that necessarily must 
lead to institutions as, horrible as 
the gas chambers # D a c h a u " 

i 

Turning to the issue of por
nography, he questioned > the 
spending! of billions to fight 
environmental pollution whi le 
the "pollution of jthe mind" 

" caused b y " t i d a l | waves of 
pornographic materials"' grows 
worse " I 

I i 
Despite judicial rulings that 

have limited the power of local 
" juries tc interpret [ obsceni ty 

standards set down by the 
Supreme Court, McDevit t said he 
still sees ''ample opportunity for 
the forces of decency >to work for 
a clean moral environment" 

The "testimony of a thoroughly 
Christian" life" and n o t . the 
" s o p h i s t i c a t e d , , r e l r g i o u s 
argument'f wil l spark a new 
spiritual vitality in the C a t h o l i c 
community, McDevi t t predicted 

"Christians rose as_a mighty 
force from] the dark caverns of the 
catacombs and they; can rise with -
renewed spiritual strength frorn 
the swamris of secularism" of the 
present age, he said 

i i 
"We know the faitK will ' 

flourish as long as there are 
genuinely Catholic families who 
will nurture it in their own, lives 
and spread it by word and 
example " ' 

programs of Christian formation 
within-the Knights' councils,. Mr. 
McDevitt said such programs are 
designed to develop "committed 
Christians so we can. reform 
society around us." 

The convention opened at St.' 
Aloysius Church with' a con-^ 
celebrated Mass that drew 2,000* 
delegates a n d , guests f r o m 
Canada, Mexico, Puerto Rico and 
all parts o f the'-United '"States , 
HomilistwasRedemptorist Father 
Joseph E M a n ton , a rad io 
preacher and retreat master from 

the Basilica of Our Lady 
Perpetual Help in Boston. 

I LOLL'S PHARMACY 
S R. C. LOLL, PHARMACIST 

* PRESCRIPTIONS 

OUR M A I N BUSINESS _ 

:§ OPtNIIL 11PM DAlDi 

£ 903 DAVIS ST. ' -ELMIRA 

RE 2 -6674 

of 

, BRIDAL 
ACORNER 

Calling fp t / ' added stress" on 

WHEN IT'S TIME 
FOR A 

THEN IT'S TIME 
TO SEE 
BERNARD j . 

HENSLER 
& S O N JEWELERS 

Open! 

c 

Tues andthurs 

Eves 'til 9 

307 COMMERCE BLD&. 
Phone 454-6918 

Pittsford Plaza 
381-2660 

Authorized 

Art Carved and Orange Blossom 

Jeweler 

Diamonds m~aH ships, 
sees, pnet notes. 

Manns 
«S 2M7 Min i AVIUM 

in Hit Hut at Hi»tr Slrttt 
27WMI 

G IAN^PnNB5MOVBMOGM4B>S.Ma 
Wnk Lin / Rulwitir, KIN Ink J 711 HI 

M. L. MILES & SOU 
Corning, N.Y. 

Qualii'v Furniture 

62 Bridge St. . 
P h o n e 9 3 6 - 8 4 3 1 

F o r T h f -

M A N or 
W O M A N 

IN YOU 

AfcMtrrx H»» S«j*fm S»K*-

l ivitunnii I AVer I ulung 
•nxl Al l Stylt-s and 

- I l.tigniec e Servii e 

oil nqrk bv Appointment c p n I * 
I lour. M XI in^. 5 IX) p m 

WPortl , indA4e * 7 W M i 

Colony House of Hair Fashion* 

The Hump of ( omplttHli'iHityCare 

Mr Kic hard — Stylist t „ 

>8Ml iU .21} South Mam Sr 
Pittsford 

- Mr Ronalds 
HmtstylinjjfQrMm 

Roffler Method Siylfri» -__ _ 
(ustcm m a * Hairpiece* ^ 

i till lin«*ot ttubpejn Haircut t i 
I r w t unsultAtion by"A|>|XHntm«nt Only 
< t»W>pm w V p n u . * 25+4770 

, 2W Driving Park Ave (-

+ 
Premiere Dame 

ttt I t tr tM Wtmi" 

jffltRix-kjlkrtchKri 

toirpieies 
>«UVVtt,h.1nKRd 

/ tNtar 

H2 iBZft 

5M1I n^nntS 
Style Shack 

S I I I U M U litvl < ir I ,is¥ Hair I ore 
Mvling^Sharnnii-1 c lorris Siraighlvning 

Salens* rvice 

^ iRB-yoSB 
' ulver) 

j Lovely Lady feeauty Salon 

, I xper(ttyiinttot|e<HOi)able Prices 
<">!>en<»di*y<awttlt "Tue l-n nite$ 

Moke votl AiHxiintrrwnl 1 odav 
45Trc-nlwfW ' , , -lr>7*»e 

(20ft Profcisiooal Bldf , ) . 
Toriy^aoico 

CAROL LEt PASTRY S H O T I N C 
'0PI-N SUNDAYS 

- 1 Ot'ATI-DNrAR M CORNbRS . 
•» ( alces for All Occasions Otir 

SpecJa|ty 
Wt'dding Cakes - Birthday Cakes 

Rye B/ead 
( losed Mondays: 

I7«W Monroe Ave 47 f $54 i 

tTOuJ 

MatCuie i !Biida[<Sko\i 
Complete Wnldinf Consultation 

544-9510 
: 2000 -Ml* M E 

Ntar Cutvtr Rd. 

Dependable : — Because ybur wedding pictures can only be 
. taken once, only a professional can be entrusted with the task 
.of preserving the moment "Call a professional 

244-3554 Wedding Special $ 99 
E O L L E T T 
W B O D S 

SplCIIM TtMkl ISM 

Cihtt i l l Mirtipui iiife, 
FHMiittli M« Yrrk 

. --924-2181 : : i - ; . 

Weddings .)«» our speciality -We give 
or rsonali^ed service to all our brides 
no matter the sue of .wedding or 
wherp il is Our reputation of 23 years 
is our Hallmark of satisfied Brides 

ROCKCASTLE 
FLORIST Inc. 

2015 Maiden Lane Near Long Pond 
Rd 2213640 
We' A< cept Appointments, l-venings 

FURNARI 
ivMCaVBavaVS/MWMaT 

Terrace Level Seneca Building 
Midtown Plaza 

Diamonds 
Watches 546-2316 

It 
^N 225-34N 

LoflgPMld^hofH 
Sirtii Hftt l Tmfetpiti 
131 fni Knr'ltaiikt,' «»c»«t«f *" 

TONY'S TUX SHOP 
I inest Quality formal Wear 

TAIIORINC 
Women Jd Men ^Alterations 
C tistom Tailoring ' 

104) Crave) Rd 
W Webster " ^ - 671 5745 

Near W .Webster Post Office -

SHENANDOAH 
BRIDAL SHOPPE 

For a Wedding You'll Cherish 
XXV Oak . -, hard Rd 

Waterport N V h*i S >:; • 

mtK 32S-27M 
sTBUUSf 

^•calfci/c cN&anantGo&nLiic. cStuJio 

, ESTEIE UMRHK 
» 1 l i m Pita TmctitctNfer. I.T. 14#* 

BOTCmiK 

TUXEDO SHOP 
m i ffnificM Rd. • Mtorie 58^7846 

Ihe most amtocraticway to make the 
wedding scene a style that's a winner 
.HI the way—It's The Lord West 

And The Lady Approves 

i STRINGS'N THINGS 

Beautiful String Music for Beautiful Brides 

M o d e m Dancing a n d tistening^sounds 
created for all̂ age groups' 
- Please call John Lo Verde— 3284601 

We'll be Delighted tcTdrscuss DeUils 

AKE 1688 CUFF0RD AVE 
OflNER mmlm*m ^ 

3 tier serves up Jo, 100, $29 
4 tier serves 175 to 200 $45 

PHWtt 4B-1133 . 


