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Breakdown of Marriage Women's Retreat Topic 
1 ByPATPETRASKE 

The 17 women obtained legal 
insights, discussed common 
causes and reflected on the 
future But primarily they drew 
emotional and spiritual support 
f rom one another- as they 
gathered at the Cenacle Retreat 
House on Bast Avenue for the first 
retreat _ for * divorced and ' 
separated -women 

The backgrounds of the women 
varied Many- were older 
divorcees who had built new 
lives ' Others were recently 
divorced or separated and still 

* struggling to pick up the pieces 

, Father Robert Coljins, director 
of the offices of Family Life, 
believes the root of marital 
discord lies in attitudes towards 
marriage itself He believes many 
couples do not understand the 

^teachings of the church on 
"marriage as "a permanence, a 

bond and a sacrament" 

Patterns develop i n s i d e ' a 
marriage that eventually serve as 
danger signs Common causes of 
difficulty include the selfish 
demands made on one another, 
unreal ist ic expectations o f 
romantic love, conflicting value 
systems, and lack of com­
munications. Father Collins also 
believes, many couples act as 
"parents f irst and -partners 
second " 

One woman who was divorced 
after 2 / years of marriage; praised 
,his insights but' added that 
''attempts to help remedy the 

* situation are no good if onlyxme, 
person.is'involved "She said that 
any attempt to hold^the marriage 
tcfgether was "like waving a red, 
flag in front of a bull " . ' 

The problem of alcohol led to 
the^ breakdown of ' several 
J , 

marriages -within' the group One 
woman said she was arfpeace for 
the 'first time since her divorce 
eight months ago "My priest told 
me 'I'dl better come back to the 
Lord very quickly/ ' she said, arid 
she | accepted the Lord "as 

"husband and father " She thought 
many divorced people used their 
spoiise? as "scapegoats" and 
refused to accept any part of the 
blame for marital difficulties 

I I 
"When my husband came to 

visit' the children last 'week, I 
asked Him for forgiveness I now 
feel at lpeace," she said 

Many-, of* the women, have 
found ' i iew strength and have 
built new relations with their 
children since their divorce One 
retreatant said i t was her 
daughter who forced her to go 
away for the weekend retreat A 
newjlife style must be established 
after the divorce, the women 
musjt learn to live more for 
themselves,,; and to give more 
responsibility to their children, 
she said 

i I 
Father Robert O'Neill, chief 

judge of the diocesan, marriage 
tribunal, attended the morning 
session {and spoke'on Church law 
and annulments He reported that 
changes in procedures and new 
grounds for annulments had 
greatly increased the case load at 
the | tribunal Last year, for 
example, 36 cases were tried, in 

'contrast t6 only nine cases tvJo % 

years ago. _ | 

In 1970, a privilege called the 
AmeVican Procedural Norm was 

In 1969, new grounds were 
established for annulments^ The 
marriage bond can be dissolved 
on psychological grounds, in­
cluding sanity at the time of 
marriage Father O'Neill believes 
psychological grounds account 
for 80 per cent of the annulments 
today 

To dissolve or annul a 
marriage, the tribunal or the legal 
arm of the Church must decide J ' i f 
there was ever a marriage from 
the beginning," Father O'Ne'ill 
explained Formerly canon law 
defined marriage as a contract 
giving the perpetual and ex­
clusive rights to the acts for the* 
generation of children 

"Since Vatican I I , however, 
marriage has come to .mean a 
community of the whole life It's 
a beautiful term showing deep 
concern and love," the priest 
said 

This new definition of marriage 
allows the Church judges to 
dissolve a marriage oft the basis 
of psychological incapacity to 
live up to this definition Careful 
investigation of witnesses and 
events is conducted before any 
decision is made 

Grounds for annulment include 
no baptism on' the part of one 
p a r t y , n o n - c o n s u m m a t i o n , 
coercion of one kind or another, 
proper number of witnesses, age 
and relationship of the spouses, 
and their intent ions Father 
O'Neill cited one couple who 

totally simulated a marriage only 
for the purpose of obtaining a 
bank loan A marriage may also 
be declared invalid if it is only 
partially "simulated" This can 
occur when the couple does not 
agree on the terms of the 
marriage regarding ch i ldren, 
fidelity and permanence 

Father O'Neill added that a 
Church annulment has £io civil 
effect but only gives a person 
freedom to marry again within 
the Church A final decision on 
an annulment is not granted until 
the civil divorce has been ob­
tained 

In response to one woman's 
question on the purpose of 
annulment. Father O'Neil said 
that an annulment is required 
only if the spouse wishes to 
remarry. 
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granjted 
States 

to tribunals in the United 
It. is no longer' required 

that^casesjfor annulment have to 
be tried by three judges of trie 
t r ibuna l . Many dioceses, i n ­
cluding! Rochester, now use only 
one j judge._Another change 
allows erases to be appealed inH

(a 
higher court fn New York City 
rather than to Rome 

L W. BEILBY & SON 
Funeral Home 

139 W a l n u t St. 

Dia l 936-9121 

Corning; N. Y. 

WOMEN'S 
RETREAT 

WEEKENDS 

exclusively for w o m e n 
married or single 

September 13,14,15 
October 18,19,26 

Notre Dame Retreat House 
, Registrajtidn 7:30-9 P M Fridays 

Concludes wi th Sunday lunch 

Theme: Reconcil iat ion W i t h God and Neighbor 
Suggested Stipend $30 

Make.reservations early—list is l imited 
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The more car ads 
you look at-*'-, 
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. . . the better this new car price 
looks at Philanz Oldsmobile 

WHILE fHEY LAST/ 

Brand New 
1974 OMEGA 
OLDSMOBILE $ 3285 

A £ 

NOT STRIPPED, BUT EQUIPPED WITH 
THE FOLLOWING: 
C o m p l e t e l y e q u i p p e d i n c l u d i n g / * Rear w i n d o w c ie fogger * 
B u m p e r R u b Str ips * P o w e r Brakes. * Power . S teer ing * 

Automatic Transmission * Full Wheel Covej-s * White Wall 
Tires * Push Button Radio 
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