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A t h e o l o g y o f r e c o n c i l i a t i o n w h i c h has 
been m y theme>fo r t h e last f i v e c o l u m n s fa l ls 
fa r s h o r t -of *my p raye r f u l h o p e in w r i t i n g 

- v these* re f l ec t i ons unless i t 
>-« resul ts in deeds t h a t heal 
* \ t h e w o u n d s - t h a t a f f l i c t us 

Jf t h e "grace] "o f t h e H o l y 
Year deve loped~in us s o m e 

' - renewed at t ' i tudes a b o u t 
' r G o d , j n y s e l f , m y 

f e l l o w m a n 'and h a t u r e , 
t h a t w o u l d be g o o d b u t ^ 
n o t e n o u g h r St James 
rem inds us t h a t t h e r e is a 

-vast d i f f e r e n c e b e t w e e n 
n o t i o n a l k n o w l e d g e t h a t , 
a f fec ts o r i l y our m i n d , a n d 

* p r a c t i c a l k n o w l e d g e tha t is p r o d u c t i v e o f 
| g o o d 'deeds " B e doers o f t h e w o r d , and n o t 
^hearers o n l y " - ( J a m e s ^ l 22) A n d St John 
, o f f e r s j t h e s a m e e x h o r t a t i o n " L i t t l e c h i l d r e n 
1 le t us p o t l o v e in w o r d or "speech b u t in d e e d 
.and in t r u t h " (1 John 3 18) I * 

! ' I 
, T h e N o v 2 3 , 1973, issue o f fJie N a t i o n a l 
C a t h o l i c Repor te r ca r r ied sorne p r a c t i c a l 
suggest ions f o r a~wor thy c e l e b r a t i o n o f t h e 
H o l y Year w r i t t e n by t h e \ p r o m i n e n t 
e c u m e n i s t , L u k a s V i s c h e r i H i s " t h r e e 
suggest ions K are" based o n , t h e t h r e e 
p resc r i p t i ons o f t h e a n c i e n t Jewish Year o f 
j u b i l e e - f o u n d - i n Chap te r 25 o f t h e B o o k o f 
Lev i t i cus T h e Lord 's d i r ec t i ons to, His chosen 
p e o p l e f ocus o n e c o l o g y ^ jus t i ce a n d 
f r e e d o m - i 

x 

Ecology: The Lo rd m a d e i t c lear to, His p e o p l e 
> t h a t t h e y w e r e s tewards a c c o u n t a b l e f o r 
- t h e i r use o f t h e ea r th " T h e land is m i n e , " 

he said~ " f o r y o u are strangers a n d 
so jou rners w i t h m e " Lev 25 23 The 
j u b i l e e year p r e s c r i p t i o n ca l l ed f o r a 
res t i ng o f t h e ea r th w i t h no c rops t o b e 
p l a n t e d W h a t does th is say t o us t o d a y 
w h o w a s t e , p i l l age a n d p o l l u t e so 
p r o d i g a l l y t h a t t h e earthy w e have t r e a t e d 

-as o u r s lave th rea tens t o des t roy us? W e 
n e e d t o d o „ _ m o c e t h a n c h a n g e ou r 
c o n s u m e r m e n t a l i t y „ W e m u s t | C u t d o w n 

, o n w a s t e a n d o n our- t hough t l ess a n d 
' careless s q u a n d e r i n g o f t h e f ru i t s o f t h e 

ea r th w h i c h b e l o n g t o a l l m e n iFor m a n y 
' o f us t h i s means e a t i n g a n d d r i n k i n g less, 

_ By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

Time for Deeds not Words 
ceas ing t o h o a r d fp r an i m p r o b a b l e 
f u t u r e , shar ing o u r s to red c l o t h i n g w i t h 
t h e p o o r , t o u c h i n g na tu re w i t h greater 
reve rence , w o r k i n g t o restore t he u n ­

c o u n t e d acres, w e baive de fo l i a ted | by w a r , 
p o l l u t l h g o n l y w h e h i t makes s o m e 

s m e a s u r e o f sense af fd a lways w i t h fea r 
and t r e m b l i n g 

Just ice : A n d he Lord sa id t o His p e o p l e , " I n 
th is year o f Jub i lee each o f y o u s h a l l -
r e tu rn t o h is p r o p e r t y " Lev. 25 13 "The 
message o f th is p r e s c r i p t i o n , a c c o r d i n g 
t o D r V ischer , is th is . " T h o s e w h o h a v e 
g o n e i n t o d e b t and have h a d t o sel l t he i r 
l and sha l l have the i r " l and r e t u r n e d t o 
t h e m b y t h e f i f t i e t h year, A s t h e l a n d a n d 
a l l t h a t i t m a y p r o d u c e is God's , p r o p e r t y , 

' m a n k i n d s h o u l d share i t e q u a l l y T h e 
p r o p e r t y s h o u l d n o t b e u n i t e d in a f e w 
hands b u t s h o u l d be t h e b e n e f i t o f he 
c o m m u n i t y "^r^.. ' 

W h a t does th i s say sto us Amer icans? 
R e c o n c i l i a t i o n cal ls us t o new a t t i t udes 
t owa rds t h e hund reds o f m i l l i o n s in t h e w o r l d 
w h o d o n o t l i ve h u m a n l y W e h a v e a 
possessiye grasp o n th i s ea r th a n d its f r u i t s ^ 
w a y p u t o f p r o p o r t i o n t o o u r p o p u l a t i o n " I f 
t he w o r l d w e r e a g l oba l v i l l age o f ;100 
res idents, 6 w o u l d - b e A m e r i c a n A n d these 6 
w o u l d , h a v e ha l f t h e v i l lage 's en t i r e i n c o m e , 
and "the o t h e r 94 w o u l d ex is t o n t h e o t h e r 
ha l f ( IFCO News — N o v e m b e r - D e c e m b e r 
1973) Such a s i t ua t i on ca l ls f o r a c t i o n As a 
Church w e had be t te r c h e c k o n o u r i n ­
v e s t m e n t and t h e soc ia l consequences o f o u r 
f i n a n c i a l secur i t ies H o w is o u r m o n e y b e i n g 
inves ted by C o r p o r a t i o n s ? ' A r e w e " m e m b e r s 
by s t o c k h o l d i n g s in p o w e r f u l enterpr ises t h a t 
by p o l i c y p r o m o t e d e a t h , d ra in t he resources 
o f u n d e r d e v e l o p e d n a t i o n s , s u p p o r t rac is t 
governments? As individuals do we check on 
the effects of our purchasing habits? Do we 
l is ten t o i n f o r m e d p e o p l e w h o t e l l us w h a t is 
i n v o l v e d in b u y i n g a ce r ta in b r a n d o f l e t t u c e 
and grapes? D o w e t e n d H q q u a l i f y as ' w a y 
o u t ' t hose w h e ' t l a r e t o speak f r o m p u l p i t a n d 
p i c k e t l ine a b o u t soc ia l in jus t i ces?*Have w e 
e v e r c h e c k e d o n t h e leve l _of ou r Chr i s t i an 
c o m m i t m e n t ? A r e w e c o z y o r u n c o m f o r t a b l e 
a b o u t t h e persona l d e m a n d s o f t h e Gospel? I t 
be t te r be t he la t ter 

A n d t h e L o r d sa id i n • t h e t h i r d 
p r e s c r i p t i o n for- <i J u b i l e e Year: " t h e s lave 
sha l l be released; h e a n d . h is c h i l d r e n w i t h 
h i m " Lev. 2 5 : 5 4 . A n d w h a t does th i s m e a n t o 
C a t h o l i c Amer i ca? I f i n d m u c h oppress ion in 
o u r c o u n t r y w h i c h . w e j h a i I as " t h e l a n d o f t h e 
f r e e . " There is s lavery i n t he m o n o t o n o u s t o i l 
o f t h e h u m a n cogs in o u r assemb ly l ines — 
and s lavery f o r those w h o h a v e r t o w o r k t o d o 
- r and s lavery i o r o n e o f every t w e n t y w h o 
each day fee ls t h e pa ins o f hunge r — s lavery 
fo r t h o s e ex i led f r o m 1 pu r soc ie ty because 
t hey eo ruld n o t i n c o n s c i e n c e s u p p o r t o u r 
i n v o l v e m e n t i n war . 

A j u b i l e e Year o f R e c o n c i l i a t i o n ca l l s 
each o f us t o search f o r s o m e form* o f p e t 
sonal i n v o l v e m e n t t o r igh t t he w rongs o f ou r 
soc ie ty a n d t o m a k e A m e r i c a w o r t h y o f t h e 
Lord's Blessing. T h e Book of Isaiah says m u c h 
w h e n i t records t h e cha l l enge o f t h e L o r d : 

\ ;. "Fas t i ng l i k e yours t h i s d a y 
w i l l n o t m a k e y o u r v o i c e t o be heard o n h i gh 

I s n o t t h i s t h e f a s t . t h a t I choose-
t o |oose t h e b o n d s o f w i ckedness , 

t o u n d o t h e thongs o f t h e y o k e , 
t o le t t h e oppressed go f ree , 

and t o b reak every yoke? 

Is i t n o t t o share y o u r b read w i t h t h e h u n g r y , . 
A n d b r i n g t he homeless 

p o o r i n t o y o u r h o u s e ; 
W h e n y o u see t h e p a k e d , t o cover h i m , 

A n d n o t t o h i d e yourse l f 
from your own flesh? 

T h e n sha l l y o u r l i gh t b reak f o r t h l i ke t h e 
d a w n , ' 

A n d y o u r h e a l i n g sha l l sp r i ng u p speed i l y ; 
Your righteousness shall go before you, 

T^e glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 
T h e n y o u sha l l c a l l , and t he Lo rd w i l l answer ; 
.You sha l l c r y , a n d H e w i l l say: ' H e r e I a m - ' " 

Is. 54 :4-9 

R e c o n c i l i a t i o n has a r r i ved a n d Jub i l ee has 
been a w o r t h y ce l eb ra t i on o n l y w h e n t h e 
Lord says t o us a n d t o o u r soc ie ty : " H e r e I 
a m , " , •: " . . . - -

Pro-Life Forces Win in Massachusetts 
Boston [RNS] — In a victory for 

ant i -abort ion forces, the 
Massachuse t ts " l e g i s l a t u r e 

/ overrode Gov Francis Sargent's 
veto of a bill to regulate abortion 
in the state -The vote was nearly 
unanimous — 197-13 in the 
House and 30-3 in the Senate 

The veto of the bill f i led, by 
Repf Will iam QeJahunt of Quincy 
on tbehalf o f Massachusetts 
Citizens, for Life came shortly 
before - the\ adjournment of the 
legislature The governor said he 
objected to the bill's "dubious 
constitutionality " 

The final vote to override came 
on "the eve of adjournment and 
was considered a " s tunn ing 
de fea t " f o r the Republican 
governor who JS seeking re­
election 

House Speaker David M 
Bartley led the move to override 
the veto in the House, declaring 
that he was "honestly outraged at 
the callous way in which the 
governor sought to dismiss „the 
issue" 

In the Senate, Sen Will iam X 
Wall o f Lawrence stated that "we 
are dealing wi th God's property 
andj as "legislators, w_e have no 
right jto lake a life " 

Joaiji Tuttle, executive director 
of t he Massachusetts Civrl 
Liberties Union, said after the 
veto was*overndden that "we're 
definitely going to coqrt as soon 
as we can f ind a plaint i f f " t 

The bil l was originally ap­
proved by the legislature in a 28-1 
Senate vote and. had beerr ex­

pensively revised to bring in into 
conformity with the 1973 D S 

"Supreme Court ruling on abor­
tion ! 

i 

"* -Under the bi l l , women would 
be required to obtain the services 
and approval of a physician for 
an abortion during the first 24 
weeks] of pregnancy And 
abortions after the 24th week 
would be permitted only to save 
the life of the mother and avoid 
grave impairment of her physical 
and mental health 

Another provision stipulated 
that abortions after the 13th week 
Had to be performed at a hospital 
Minors would be requfred~to have" 
parental approval for an abortion 

\ 
In addition, the bijl provided 

that no procedure designed to 
destroy 'the life of the unborn 
fetus or in jure i t could be used, 
unless all available/ procedures 
would create a greater nsk of 
death or serious harm 

The bill also called for life-
support equipment in the room 
where an abortion is permitted 
and that physicians mustjkeep 
records on abortions performed 
after the 24th week of pregnancy 

The Committee to Defend 
Abortion Rights denounced the 
overriding of the veto as " a dftect 
attack on a woman's right to 
obtain safe and legal abortions 

" The committee added 

It is not t h e . right o f any, 
government, church or hospital 
to decide whether or not a 
woman may bear children On 
Jarr, 22, 1973, the U S, Supreme 

Court ruled that abortion is a 
personal decision to be made 
between a woman and her 
doctor We intend t o maintain 
this historic decision*5" 

Sen Edward- Burke of 
Framingham had ^urged the 
Senate to sustain the governor's 
veto, pointing out t h a t " much of 
this bill is completely super­
fluous " He noted that the state's 
Public Heal th Counci l had 
already promulgated regulations 
governing abortions according to 
Supreme Court guidelines 

ScaVpato, chairipfian. of the 
Massachusetts "Citizens for Life, 
which supported the bil l , said he . 
was not ^overly enthusiastic" 
about the final version of the 
measure. But he - said the 

.legislation was "better than no 
t protection at a l l . " 

He also Expressed: the belief 
that the legislation would serve as 

.a . "s tepp ing s tone" towards 
constitutional amendments in 
coming years. 

. Earlier, the Massachusetts Civil 
Liberties Union urged "Gov. 

On. the other hand, Roy Sargent to- seek further amend 

Pontiff 
Castelgandolfo [RNS] -

Warning that "Innovation" is not 
always synonymous w i th 
"progress," Pope Paul reaffirmed 
the importance of Christian 
historical tradition1 

He pointed out that the 
Revelation of God through Jesus 
Chrjsf is rooted in an "historical 
past which is the seed of the 
future/'- adding that "f idel i ty to 
the tradition of the Church 
^therefore gives the believer the 
^sense of the old and the new 
which ̂ -allows him to grow irr 
knowledge " 

Termingmodern intolerance of 
tradition "largely an instinctive 
phenomenon of youth," the Pope 
said during his general audience 
Aug, 7 t ha t the .part icular 
characterist ics ' o f ^ the 
phenomenon can be attributed to 
a broader social cross-section 

merits to the bil l , particularly the 
removel of the threat o f criminal 
liability for abortions performed 
before the 24th week and the 
elimination of parental consent 
during that t ime. 

The CLU contended that 
placing these provisions under a 
criminal statute would "permit 
prosecutors to second-guess the 
medical judgment of qualified 
physicians." 

Additional - opposition to the 
redrafted bil l came from the 
National Orgaization for Women 
(NOW) and from the Women's 
Lobby. 

Tradition 
.Today, he. said, progress is 

bftep eyajusSed in terms of 
conquest, the development of 
neW. knowledge, and act ion 
toward' ~a desirable but limited 
goal. And when, for example, 

' innoyafipn .Ttekgs the form of 
."certain degrading, artistic ex-
"pieifioM" or "certain licentious 
..cyslorns,". i t is no longer 
..authentic progress "bu t rather 
obvious regression." 

* 
Nioting the " in t r i ns i c i r i -

* sufficiency" of worldly pursuits 
; and recalling jfte "decisive and 
„ immutable'' value of the Christian 
" fai th, Pope Paul said; "We are 
salutorily supported by tradition, 

; the tradition which refers to the 
, redemptive work of Christ. 

"Together with Sacred 
Scriptures, Christian tradition is a 
constituent of revelation and is 
an. autherjjsc and binding tran­

smission (of doctrine) with the 
assistance of the Woly Spirit, 
through the Magisterium of the 
Church." 

The Pope stressed that 
tradition is "distinct from simple 
habits, customs styles, transient 
and changing forms o f human 
lives." 

He said that " true tradition," in 
the Christian sense, is "an 
irreplaceable patrimony, nourish­
ment, resource and v i ta l 
coherence." He added that it 
provides "a special charism to 
the church Magisterium which 
guarantees in decisive moments 
the assistance of the Holy Spirit." 

The aim of tradition in the 
Church, he said, is to "guard and 
interpret the doctrine o r faith and 
to specify how i t should be 
applied to life as i t is lived." 


