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The Church Can Conquer Satan 

~ djs#ssipni ^aftjejs fyhch and 
Kanka were also there. 

came up was, fmo* is i t * « « ^ 
let--! le let tne devil j 

" i t iS&nl '^ l f t^ fvvere at 
ahs^yers. 

some. 
et inside 
least tvyp 

By Father Albert J. Shamon replied elatedly, " I watched Satan 
\ fall like lightning from heaven " 

The o ther n ight a g roup o f h igh Jesus was s a y i n g t h a t t h e 
sehpoj^niorsvwjth thei^TeJigion preaching of the gospel was the 

^ t ? a ^ r S * ( ^ r ^ ^ a | p f ^ i f e 4 e ^ h } beginning pf a quick endirjg, for 

BesidesJher word, the- Chuteh. 
has her, sacrarrients. and 
sacrarnentals. I ih ink i tv^as: a 
revelation to the young seniors of 
pur discussion group when I told 
them-that h% every baptism there 
is an exorcism. The exoVcis*mv at 
baptism isj no t "drive put the 
devil," but to express the fact tha t 
the Christian lifejs a struggle with 
thfepj^grsVipfxeyiiC ;ptufi!jbattle is 
npt against human. forces t>ut 
against .-evil spirits" .(Epfi, 6:12). 

I showed the group my stole, 
which most priests carry, and 
which' is used at baptism. I ex^ 
plained Jhat .when the priest 
drgped the stole around his 
shoulders^ f t signified that he was 
acting in ttje name of the Church. 
And because he is, the prayers he 
utters a% jbapjism- are so very 
powerful. The Church is the bride 
of Christ, alnd Christ always hears 
His SpptjiejrThus^Hei Churchi has" 
little, fear of the putcprjie; of the 
struggle between her children 
and Satan I ; t 

In eonjunetipn with her prayers. 
at bapt ism/ the Chtiren uses 
gestures. For instance, she signs 
the child With the sigh of the 
cross. It is a "No trespassing" sign 
to t f iedevi j . It says in effect that 
this child belongs tP God — Stay 
Out! Tfiert pfurther to strengthen 
the child find to ' prepare i t to 
become the abode of i t s " 
owiier; ^a temple of the 
Spirit thej pr iek anoints the 
child's brejast with oi l , Should 
Satan ever enter a person so 
eonsecrateft as he* did judas, it 
w i l l happen only if. the Christian 
has first betrayed Christ. 

Besides 'her sacraments, the 
Church uses sacrarnentals. Iri the 
movie, Regan's mother- asked the 
priest whaj holy water was. Holy 
water is \yater blessed Joy the 
Church — not just by the priest. 
First, he' blesses sa l t . Salt 
preserves. .Salt Seasons/ Hjere is 
pari of the Churches prayer in 
blessing the salt: " I exorcise VPU 
that you may put to fl ight arid 
drive away from places where. 
you r are . [sprinkled , every ap-

.-.Fifst, ghosts haunt empty 
J |6u i*<|Kj ;^ a 

.""petilg rJriv|ri^Duf jpjf.a'jjiar),. t he ; 
.-,' B e S i ^ n ^ ^ r j | * , j n ^ the desert 

, 9 ^ i n £ a^re^ing place, Fjinding 
npne^he returned-tothe hpme he 

1. hacL-left,We found itjunpecupied. 
§p igelttifjgioseven: other ^spirits 
rrKjr&WJcKiBd; th^n ?bims6lf ,jhe te-

•efiteriM:the> rnan.- 4 n d the last 
"stated of that man was worse than 
t h e t e f j v l t . 12:43-35). 

a ^ a u t i f u l ifcixeSs, but she is 
^ j t i p f i | / * ^ ] o l ^ p u t h e d f t f t a n ' a 

.'. I&niir!gsgat^^s'brjnphjger, Her 

!
l r d i | i 3 | ^ r | m i 3 - ; / i l i ^ o l m b i t i s 

? ' I ^ B p ^ l l i t J K A ^ m e m p f l i ^ so 
, the ^ j d y l ^ a n : had> rip (religion. 

v&:-:ffi\ 'the> inner:, void^ she 
-scuipturesv; ̂ watches TV (Captain 

- HowdyJ; finds a ouija bpard and 
v begins using i t There i s an old 

sayinfc-''vfhe;-dieyil tempts Than, 
" b u t the idle man. tempts the 

deViii" As.Mavihg one's keys in a_ 
car is arf inyitatipn t o a car thief. 

• sax t he spiritually empty . sou l ' 
invites the Evil One. He^toP, like 

.. nature, jabfiprs a v a c u u m =and 
rusbes in* thus today drugs;dririk, 
dames> arid/or demons often rush 
into the vacuum-packed hearts of 

.-sq;hp|any youths. Ghosts haunt 
: erhpty houses, t h e house of, 

Regan's soul was empty! ; 
Another reasPri for demonic | 

indwelling is contempt for -the 
cross! t h e t^mptationil of jesus in 
tire djesert were simply an appeal 

* tp take 4he easy way put: Whett 
Petef sought "to talk Jesus out of 
the ; cross, Jesus wheeled on h im 
and called: him, 'Toy Satan!" 
(Mk. 8:33). I t was His enemies 

shouted, "come dbwh off 
cross" (Mt. 27:40). Regari 

a n d ' h e r .mother l ived the easy 
l i fe , they; had three seryahts for 
two people! St, Ignatius in the 
Spiritual Exercises likens the devi l 
T^albBbef gpifig Jovyn a corridor 
pfTpoms.:He tries every door. If 
hefinds;bne open> he enters, and 
f if iesithe rpom, We open thedoor 
to Satan by sins, especially sins of 
self- indulgence. Regan; had 
anyth ing .:. she. ^wanted-:..; fief 
divorced ^mother', was likewise 
MffjKduligent, Both were, por- ,# 
t r a y e a - a s ) h a v i n g no. f a i t h . a n d 
Jittlel Jf^any, rrjdrkls. 1$ i t to be 

\Y^m^h^i:JPWi tb"*: J?tar! 
snaked .his way- i n t o Regan's 

waM^-ffioF. was wide ;0pen 
• , f c p ^ ! ^ i v 4 : ' 2 ^ . i.;.;;;v ,." -;' \; • 

Another ^question that parrie 
up> was'about Jthe frequency of 
pOTsessipni'.Spme vpf^rtbe; group 
confessed^ mat,.pTr^J0Ustp seeing 
tbi^pjfetuife, they heyer had the 
slightest inkling of such a thing ' 
happening t o people, j " I s 
possession a . f requent , oc­
currence?" they asked. ' 

YeVahd no. Before. Christ,-
possession was quite rampant 
Was Satan lying when he showed 
Christ all the kingdoms of the 
world and said, "All these are 
mine"? After Chrfst, demonic 
power diminishes in proportion 
as the Church of Christ spreads 
the gospel. When the seventy-two 
disciples~returned t o Jesus after 
their first missionary journey, 
they were jub i lan t , saying' 
"Master, even t h e demons are , 
subject to us in your name' ' Then 
in a flight of ecstatic-vision, Jesus 
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parition,. vill iany,. aijd* turn of 
devilish dbcejt, and -every; un­
clean spirit . . . May i t protect 
from every assault of the evil 

then the water is blessed'with 
words like these: " I exprcise you 
so that yoli may pti t tp flight all 

. ppwfer of the enemyy and be able 
to root out and supplant the 
enemy with his apostate angels." 
then the salt is mixed wi th the 
•water^ 5arjld 5 the;: ^riJSI-"ipjays: 
^'Wfie1rey»11hH wafer and salt is 

di||il5tbeftlefrpr of the pPisohpus 
. .serpenti#'.; ..:,. ' --.. ,.:.•' - .. 

- these few excerpts from the 
btessirjg ,pfi bply water make i t 
bbyipusthat the,specif ic target of 

watSrj -Is- i y ^ ; p p w ; 3 f t i m - l 

b l ing i t must be t o Satan's pr ide 
to have to submit to such weak 
and needy elements as salt and 
water! -the. ,'hurrp.r o f divine 
justice ; ;. ,'-•"' ; ;_ .̂ 
" ^ e r e ^ i p t 3 \ y | l | i n bllr^classic. 

-autdbrpgraphy'tspeaks. o f the 
times- Sataq >came| in perspn to 

^pJagugS^hen ' ^ knPvv.toy ex-. 
Derii^!EeA-that there,, is,. nothing 
which r|i~ts the devils to flight like 
hojy. w ^ e t , they run away before 
the sign of the cross also/'Dut they' 
return immediately: great, then, 

, must be the power of holy water, 
. fpir When J vised it, they wpuld not 
r ^ r ^ ^ t h a M a y ^ ^ ; ' ^;% -

One^ bf the fihal questions 
brought up'by the group went, I 
thptigbt,,tp the very/heart of the' 
picture, t h e rnovjeppehs" in Iraq. 

Ll jberuins of^'an.ahbjeht pagan'•city 
i re beihg: excavated,, t h e ar-

, chaeolpgist js a Jesuit father later 
seen-as the'exorcist. Among the 
ruins-of this ancient civilization a 
figurine of .Satan Is discovered. 
^VWurtic was, the meaning of 
begirming tl»e movie like that — 
among ancient ruins?" That. Was 
the^question; " 

tMrectpr-Friedkih îs an "arty" 
•director;, theppiening scenes, like 

, thei pverture or #?ppera, set the 
..theme? of the .entire movie. 

Ffiedkih was painting a eohfirast, 
an . antithesis^ between. pagan 
c iv i l izat ions and Christian 
c i v i l i p i t i p n . t h e . f igur ine 
unearthed revealed that in pagan 
c i v i l i za t i on ' Satan had t ru ly 
conquered, for he was wor­
shipped, t h e Jesuit archaeologist, 
just before returning to„Ameriea, 
js shpwh-siJhpuettOT ori a bluff, 
eonfrpnting a winged Istatue of 
Satan, below the mound a couple 
of dpgs tangle i n , a fierce and 
furipus.f ight foreshadowing, as it 
wefej* trie titantic struggle bet-
vyeen Sarah and the Church, 

t h e movie then proceeds to. 
unfeld the.deadly combat. It is 
more yicious than a dog fight; but 
in the end,, Satan is epriquered! 
thus the theme of the movie 
shines forth in glorious splendor:. 
in ancient civilization, Satan was 
victoriousf«- he was worshipped; 
in Christian civilization, he is 
driven Out - he is exorcised! 
thus were fulfi l led the words Of 
Christ t o His followers: "\ have 

^ i v e n you "ppwef tp tread on 
snakes and scprpidhs (the hiblieaj 
images for demons) and all the 
forces of the enemy and nothing 
shall ever in jure y o u " (Lk. 10:18-
19): , . 

t h e one criticism we shared 
about t h e f i l m concerned the 
exorcism itself, t he exorcism 
appeared . tp be effected by 
substitution ^ by Father. Karfas 
o f f e f i f g h imsel f f o r Regan's 
releaspfc Jp jgjye\ one^s life fop 
an6thM*i« indeed', a beautiful 
gesture, yet in actuality exorcism 

. is ef fected th rough t h e a l l -
power fu l prayers o f t he r^hurchl 

M e n a n d w p m e n of;faith have 
nothing to fear from the fiiry o f 
hell, pfpvided their fai th is in 
prayer:, in the sacraments arid the 

Jacrafn6lntals; 

W h e r e a n c i e n t pagan ' 
civilizations failed, Christianity j 
has npt! $he crushes the serpent's ! 
head; she does not worship him. J 
that , .J felt, is the message of the 
moyie, 

w %nV.'<' * i m^»' wAwVm w ^%» 
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L. W. HASTINGS 
featuring JSGM and Adler electric and 
manual office typewriters, adding 
machines,office furniture, sales, service 
& rentals. 

Faaiurm: Automatic Carriage Return • Changeable 
TypeTM Bars > 3-way Space Bar for Single, Half-space 
and Repeat Spacing • On-off Indicator » Carriage Cen­
tering Device • Electric Shift Keys • 5 Automatic Ac­
tions •"Paper Support Arrrts • Copy-Set Dial • Colors: 
Metallic Charcoal Gray, Metallic Blue, Metallic Green, 
Metallic G.olt! • Shipping Weight: 26 lbs. 
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WORK CARRIES 7 YEAR GUARANTEE 
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AUTO GLASS (INSTALLED ON THE SPOT) 
PLATE GLASS • STORE FRONTS 

MIRRORS TABLE TOPS • WINDOWS 
~ 839 E. MAIN «T. (CORNER PRINCE) 

LW. writers, 
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IN CANAMDAIGUA, N.Y, 

BONANZA 
Shoot 'em Up 

Fabulous, 
MINI-
S C O O T E R 

12-5 or5-iOpm(except'Sur)-
days and holidays) Regular 
park ride tickets will be sold 
and honored on CO.Pi days 
also. 

open every day 
at noon 
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