. sacra_mentzls

saying that' ‘the
g;egachmg of the gospel was the

t"‘“mg ¢f a quick endrng for w
Bes'd“5~b8r word the: Church -aif

has her, sacraments . an

them ~that - at eve

© s an exorcrsm The exorci

ound lt unoccupred
even:- other 1sp|nts
han hlmself he re-

i h . at ‘baptism,

¢ Jl‘ tempts man,

€ -man. tempts the

devil?” As leaving one’s keys-in a
ca is an invitation to-a car thief,

sor the - spifitually. empty . sotil”

' mwtes theEvil One. Hejtoo, like

. nature, abhors 2 vacuum and

S drink, -

rushes.in: Thus today drug:
- dames, and/or demons often rush.
into he vacuum-packed hearts of
Y youths. Ghostshaunt

- empty--houses. The house of,
Regan s soul was empty! , ;

- Another redson for-. demomc[

, mdwellmg is contempt .for ‘the
The temptations-of Jesus.in.

.m -l-b
the desért were simply an appeal :

" tq take-the:-easy way -out: When

the* cross, Jesus wheeled on him

and. icalled. him, “You Satan!”
It was ‘His enemies -

(Mk 8: 33)
who shouted “ecome down off

that cross” &'t 27:40). Regan
d:"her .mother lived the easy

: ey-had three setvants for
" two- people' St. lgnatius in the

g Sprrrtual Exercrses Tikens the devrl
‘ bber going down

ery door If
) e open, he enters and
.rlﬂes e room, We open the door

sins, especially sins of - -

S ‘If-rndu gence. VRegan had

uestlon that ‘came

eci:rency of

; ‘he g
slightest inkling of such a thmg
happening, - to people s
- possession a. frequent, oc-
currence?” they -asked. 1

".Yes-and no. Before. Christ, .

Swas 1\ uite rampant
ing wi
e kingdoms of the
" said,: ese. are
é,rhon'

- powerful:

_little,

N owner a

. ~ First, he' blesses
) Peter sought ‘to talk Jests. out of ‘

. drwe awa

baptism 4§ not “drive out the

devil,” but to express the fact that
’ the d hns nli . with -

g - for but
agamst e l spmts” (Eph 6: 12)

1 showed the gréup my ‘stole, -
which migst priests carry, and

plained” that when the priest
draped the stole " around his .
shoulders; it signified that’ he was
actmg in the name of the .Church.
And beca\.rl se he is, the prayers he
utters. . at aptrsm are S0 very ..

of Christ, and Christ always hears

“His spouse, “Thus“the -Church-has~ amoeg .
fear-of the outcome. of the. ..

In conjunctlon wrth her prayers
“the Church uses
gestures. Fo r mstance she .signs -
the child with the signh of the

~ cross, Jtis a"No Trespassmg’ sign

tothe devil, It says in effect that

this child belongs to God — Stay

Out! Then further to strengthen
the child and to’ prepafe it-to
become the abode of its Tightful
emple of the Holy -
Spirit, the1 priest anoints  the
child’s breast with. oil. Should
batan ever entér a person so
consecrated, as he did Judas, it
will hap orﬂy if the Christian
has first betrayed Christ.
Besides "her - sacraments, the
Church uses sacramentals, Ini the .
movie, Regan’s mother ask
priest wha water was. Holy
water is. water blessed by the
Church — not just by the priest.
. Salt
preserves.. Salt seas Here is
art of the Church’s prayer -in
lessmg the salt: “I exorcise you
that you rpay put to flight and -

lran .and turn o

clean: spirit

from"'eve assault z')f the . evrl

words Irke these “ exorcrse you

st to flight all
PUt and b%hable
-the -

als. 1 thmk itowas. a -
¢ to the young seniors of

" our discussion group when | told

baptrsm there

gh .
“picture. “The movie ope .
which®is used at baptism. 1 ex-MTherums of an. ancrer?fgagan City

are being excavated. .
chaeologist is a Jesuit- father later
“seen.as the exorcist. Among the
ruins of this ancient civilization a
figuring .of Satan is drscovered

'he Church.is the bride be

. the ‘overture-
. theme’ o
‘Friedkin was painting a contrast .
an _antithesis,
civilizations
civilization.
unéarthed reveajed that in pagan
civilization Satan- had truly
conquered for he was wor-
shipp
Just b
is shown-silhouetted on a ‘

. confronting a -winged .statue of
Satan. Below the ‘mound acouple
of dogs tangle in.a fierce .and
furious fight foreshadowing, as it
were;’ ’d&‘3

ed the

'su,bstrtutron B

‘[er

its the devr ls to fi rght hke ‘ '_
water. They run away before '
1 f the cross also, but they”
return -immediately: great then,
. must be the power of holy water, &
sed it, they would not_ i

sinlrag.

-“What. was: -the. .meaning -of
mg*the mme’irlce 1hat -
g andient, | rums?" .That, was.

iedkin ds--an- “arty”
éning scenes, like
an; opera, Set the
- of the. entire movie.

between . pagan
and - Christian
The  figutine

. The Jesuit archaeologist,

sefore: Teturning to America,
bluff,

The miovie then proceeds to.

unifold the feadly combat. It is
more viciou

in the end,. Satan is conquered!
Thus the theme of the movie
shines, forth in glorious splendor: 3
in.andent crvrlrzahon, Satan was
victorious — rmed :
in .Christian cmllzatron, e is !
driven out —
Thus were_ fulfdled the words of |
frorl?eglaces where, Christ- to Hrs followets: i have

every aP‘ sgiven you ‘power to tre

than a dog fight; but

he is exorcised! |

ad. on|
~ ‘snakes and scorpions (the biblical |

" .images for demons) and all th

forces of the enemy and nothing
shail ever rn,ure you" (Lk 10: 18-

19 .

The one criticism we shared» ‘.

about the film concerned the
exorcism
appeared o be effected by

by Father Karras

o ering hlmself for Regan’s

en he showed™

give, one’s life for

- gesture, yet in actuality exorcism i
s effe’c)ted through the all- -

d-- powerful prayers ‘of the éhurch

en of faith have‘
rom the fuiry of

vided therr farth is in

.. That, J felt, is the message of the
. Ar_‘movre

The ar- g
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