crisis have focused
tak

Like the

He said that the average housewife in
a family of four “probably spends a-

minimum of $30 to $40 weekly on
*food.” By reducing food purchases, Dr.

. ~_Moonéyham commented, housewives

~ “.could help create a larger food surplus

. for overseas relief use and could put
their savings to use by donating money
to church! mission programs.

" Sen. Mark O Hatfield (ROre), a

Conservative Baptist layman, offered

similar proposals at the annual meeting

of the Conservative Baptist Association
. of America, in St. Paul.

“Some Christians may decide that
«part of their witness means being a
vegetarian,” he said, with the object of
creating meat surpluses and saving
.money. that can be given to hunger
relief programs. - e

Restructuring of systems of aid was

. discussed at a four-day. seminar on
_ world hunger, poverty, and injustice
‘held recently in Aspen, Colo.,. and
attended by some 125 persons, most of
them ‘religious leaders,. .

In a “statement of conscience”
issued as a basis for discussions in local
churches and synagogues, the par-
ticipants declared: .

“As Americans ‘we have come to

. thing as a scarci

5 ¢ ’ * V N
realize ,how many of our national
policies, of our institutional structures

- of production, marketing and defense

and of our current personal patterns o
conduct and - consumption, are inex-
tricably linked to the ongoing and
explosive global catastrophe of famine,
hunger and malnutrition, which
continues to claim millions of lives
every year in wvarious parts of the
world.”

They added that this situation makes
it necessary for religious people to
commit themselves, “not merely to
bring immediate relief to the suffering,
but also to work toward the ‘creation of
global structures which will _ensure
basic dignity and humane existence-for
all people.” : T—

Some church people believe that the
Froblem of world hunger «cannot be
ooked at in isolation, but should be
consideted a-part of the overall
problems of “justice and liberation”
facing :.many of the world's people.

One such observer is the Rev.
Jovelino Ramos, ,a Presbyterian
clergyman and native of Brazil who is
assistant general secretary of the
National Council of Churches’ Com=
mission on Justice, Liberation, and .
Human Fulfillment. .

Ramos asserts that “theré is no such
of world resouirces.
What you have is factors that.go against
production.” In_his own country, for
instance, he reports that about one per,
cent of the land-owners control half of
the farmland and use-it to produce such
crops as coffee, sugar, -ahd cotton,
which pay well on the international
markets, but are not the “survival
crops” needed by the world’s hungry,

- i

“If Brazil could ‘give the man who
wants the land an opportunity fo work
the land,” says Ramos, “there could be
produced enough rice to supply all the
world’s needs.” L '

: ’ |
A special study of the world food
shortage, involving  scientists,

geographers and eoonbmis‘ts,f’is;being;

conducted by the-World Council -of;
Churches’ Commission on the Chur-

ches’_],%arﬁcipanon in Development and!

-the Commiission of the Churches on

International Affairs. The study gr pf

planned. to present an initial report to:
the WCC Central Committee at its
meeting in West Berlin in August.

As US. Churches and religious
agencies organize to tackle the'food
crisis, they arehoping that through
their efforts the magnitude of the
problem will be brought home to each
American. In separate statements, New
York State’s Roman Catholic bish
and World Vision’s Dr, Mooneyha
have emphasiz
these efforts. -

aﬁd the importance of
o P

At the Spring meeting of Region II oﬁ
the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops (NCCB), New York 5tate’s
Catholic prelates issued a stgitement’
that declared: , ‘

“As a nation so highly blessed by
God, we must not .allow eur preoc-
cupation with our fiscal and political
problems at home to cause us to turn,
our backs on a growing tragedy of
world-wide magnitude which we can
help avert with such a small sacrifice in
food and f4gtilizer supplies.” !

) i

The bishops expressed confidence .
that the American people would not,
fail “in their traditional response to the

poor and the hungry.””

0 Peace,” Is Day’s Theme |

‘It goes beyond this and

e tl;]at; .no one denied the
VAl

- ciliation between individuals,

. recona'liatx?n on

‘of international conflict

mitting the difficulties

pts at reconciliation

the bishop

orts Be directed

wflicts.”

and possibility of recon-

Meanwhile, he said, , there
should be concerted, persistent
efforts among men with con-
flicting international interests to
seek dialogue and understanding.

In theological térms, Bishop
Cascante Ramon said, recon-
ciliation amobng men, as a

divinely-imposed duty, derives
directly from the reconciliation |
of men with God, accomplished |
through His Son. i

He added: “The Church has
received from God and entrusted 1
to each of her members the |
ministry of reconciliation — the
way to peace.” :

i
. '~ Cwrbstone Art |

_ The 10th annual Curbstofie Art
Festival will be held in downtown
Rochester July 25-27. Everything
shown will be for sale. Prizes

totaling more that $7,000 will be

awarded at 2 4 p.m. ceremony
July 26 at Security Trust Mall.

-»

Entrants registered so far come
from seven states, Canada and |
New York City, as well as from the |
upstate area, according to Al
Hasenauer, chairman. July 20 is
the deadline for registering, .

through the Chamber of Com-
merce, 55 St. Paul St




