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Between God and Ma» 
A - T H E O L Q G Y O R R E C O N C I L I A T I O N 

P A R T I I 
! [ 

A t h e o l o g y o f r e c o n c i l i a t i o n m u s t f i r s t 

a d d r e s s i t s e l f t o o u r o w n s i n f u l n e s s — t h e 
r u p t u r e o f o u r r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h G o d 

o t h e r c o n f l i c t s 

disunity stem from 
s$ s o u r c e 

S i n - h a s b e c o m e , 

§pme time now, an 
t#©rnf&rteible 

AJI 
and 
thljs 

un-
i P 

^ o o t i e n t ^ o r a r y s o c i e t y . B u t 

l i tyS i n t e r e s t i n g t o f i n d tin a t 

l i i l e p r o m i h e n t p e o p l e 
f l l ^ g i n n i n g to remind!uk 
of its reality — and theV 
a r e w r i t i n g w i t h o u t 
e m b a r r a s s m e n t •.' o r 
apology I refer especiaiijy 

to twcr works I have recently «read. 0h£ 
c o m e s f r o m t h e p e n v o f t h e w e l l * k n o W i j i 
p s y c h i a t r i s t , K a r l M e n n i n g e r * I t is a h e a d y 
V o l u m e e n t i t l e d : " W h a t e v e r B e c a m e o f S i n ? f 
((New York: [Hawthorne, 1973) He!is not afraid 
to speak of sin and does not hesitate to qiioti 
t h e F i r s t E p i s t l e o f S t . J o h n ( 1 : 8 ) " i f w e s a y w e 

h a v e n o s i n , W e d e c e i v e o u r s e l v e s , a n d t h e 

t r u t h is n o t i i r i u s . " T h e o t h e r w o r k is s i m p l y 

^ t i t l e d ' " S I N " a n d i w a s W r i t t e n b y t h e 

i A m e r i c a n A B i b l i e a n S c h o l a r , Fa the r . E u g e n e 

iqjfatf ^ a y j t o h ; P f l a u h i , 1 9 7 3 ) . " T o a c c e p i : 

s f n / ' h e w f i t p s , - ' m a n m u s t b e l i e v e i n s i jn l 

$tiee$z\iti idphe can a c c e p t t h e k i n d o f G o d 

a g a i n s t . 'Wh'jairt m a n c a n s i n . O u t s i d e t r i e 

c o n t e x t o f f a i t h , >sin h a s n o m e a n i n g . " ' ! 

I l a t h e O l d T e s t a m e n t > s i n w a s s e e n as a 

r e b j e l l i o n - ^ a w i l l i n g , d e l i b e r a t e a n d c o i j i : 

s ^ l o u s r e s i s i ^ p c , e to t h e W i l l o f G o d . F o r 

ilaeK sin meant to play the harlot, to break Is. 
efovenanty to offend against a personal GoJ, 

The New Testament builds on the Old 
and Luke, Paul and John provide valuable 
i n s i g h t s S t L u k e ' s p a r a b l e o f t h e p r o d i g a l 
s o n is a v i v i d r e m i n d e r o f w h a t s i n r e a l l y is — 
t o b r e a k a b o n d , t o d e s t r o y a r e l a t i o n s h i p , t o 
w i t h d r a w m y s e l f f r o m G o d , m y F a t h e r , a n d 
f r o m H i s l o v e > _ 

St P a u l t e l l s u s o f a s i n t h a t is a l m o s t a 
p e r s o n a l f o r c e I t e n t e r e d t h e w o r l d t h r o u g h 

o n e m a n ' s r e b e l l i o n I t is m o r e t h a n a s i n g l e 

a c t ' i t I S - a h e v i l f o r c e t h a t t y r a n n i z e s e v e r y 

man born into this world. 

F o r S t . J o h n , s j n is a s e p a r a t i o n f r o m G o d . 

I t i m p l i es t h a t a s i n n e r is e n s l a v e d t o t h e 

devil, that he dwells in darkness, that he is 
spiritually* dead. Sin, for John, has this 

ruI facet: I hate God. 

- s i n _ _ T h e s e b i b l i c a l J c o n c e p t s o f 

theologian/ are trying to recapture 
deepen. These aspects of sin can be most 
f r u i t f u l f o r o u r s e l f - a n a l y s i s : 

1 . S i n is r i o t m e r e l y a n i n d i v i d u a l a c t 

which introduces moral disorder into the 
world; A Mnful act is less important for 
t h e d i s o r d e r i * c re*a tes t h a n f p r w h a t i t 

s a y s a b o u t m e as a p e r s o n . O u r a c t s 

express ' ; " § i v e t h e s h a p e o f , W h o I a f t * , 
Whom I 

J1 

2 . W h i l e s o m e o f m y a c t i o n s w h e r e I a m 

n o t s o m U t h a m a s t e r o f m y f r e e d o m , d o 

n o t e n g a g e m e as a w h o l e p e r s o n , t h e r e 

a r e o t b e r i w h e r e I c o m p l e t e l y c o m m i t 

) m y s e l f . 1 a m a w a r e o f G o d ' s i n v i t a t i o n t o 

Communibn with Him. I sense that what 
l say or,do here is crucially important, I 
a m r e m a r k a b l y f r e e — a n d 1 s a y N O . 

. 3 . S u c h s i n ; : s t e m s f r o m w h a t t h e G o s p e l o f 

John calls" "the sin of the world" John 

* 1 : 2 9 , t h e v i r u s o f e v i l t h a t e h t e r e c T t h e 

w o r l d ( P a u l says ) " t h r o u g h o n e m a n " 

R o m . 5 : 1 2 , t h a t d y n a m i c a l l y u n f o l d s 

-'' i t s e l f a n d t i g h t e n s i t s g r i p o n h u m a n i t y 

a n d o n t h e w o r l d i n a n e s c a l a t i n g f a s h i o n 

d o w n t h e a g e s o f h i s t o r y . 

R e c o n c i l i a t i o n ^ c a l l s f o r a p e r s o n a l 

c o n v e r s i o n u n t i l I c a n g i v e t o G o d a t o t a l y e s 

that) i§ expressive of myself. And this 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n c o m e s t h r o u g h C h r i s t . I t a l l 

b e g a n i n . . B e t h l e h e m w h e r e G o d ' s S o n 

b e c a m e w h a t w e a r e t h a t w e m i g h t b e c o m e 

what He.is. In Bethlehem forgiveness was 
born; a new Covenant. The tyranny of sin was 
l e v e l e d o n C a l v a r y a n d t h e v i c t o r y o f t h e 

R i s e n C h r i s t g i v e s us a n e w C o v e n a n t w i t h 

C o d . a n d m a k e s is p o s s i b l e t o r i s e a g a i n f r o m 

the death of our sinfulness. 

F o r m o s t o f u s , t h e a s s a u l t a g a i n s t G o d is 

n o t d i r e c t . F e w us us c u r s e H i m w i t h u t m o s t 

seriousness. Most Christians are turned 
radically toOirist in mind apd will — but we 
a r e d r e a d f u l l y w e a k i n l i v i n g t h e I p g i c o f t h a t 

c o n v e r s i o n . . W e m a y n o t b e s i n n e r s b e c a u s e 

o u r f a c e s a r e s e t t o w a r d s C h r i s t — b u t w e a r e 

sinful because so many of the actions that 
should express who we are,, committed lovers 
o f C h r i s t , g i v e t h e l i e t o t h a t e x p r e s s i o n . S o 

m u c h i n o u r l i v e s is s u p e r f i c i a l — n e v e r 

c o m m i t i n g . u s as a t o t a l p e r s o n . „ 

I b e l i e v e o u r b e s t r e f l e c t i o n f o r t h e . H o l y 
Y e a r w o u l d b e t o l o o k less a f o u r i n d i v i d u a l 
s i ns a n d l o o k m o r e a t t h e p e r s o n t h e s e s i n f u l 
a c t s exp ress ; - l o o k less a t o u r e n d l e s s A c t s o f 
C o n t r i t i o n a n d m o r e a t t h e k i n d o f p e r s o n o u r 
r e m o r s e r e f l e c t s . W h i l e t o t a l a l i e n a t i o n ^ f r o m 

God jnay be rare among us, there is an 
o m i n o u s p e r i l t h a t o v e r - h a n g s m o s t o f u s 

w h o s , e f a c e s m a y b e G o d w o r d b u t w h o s e 

h a n g s a n d h e a r t s a r e e a r t h - b o u r i ' d . 
"S. 

Vatican G t y f R N S ] - Secretary 
of State Henry jCissinger met here 
wi th " Pope Paul f o r a 70-minute 
audience o n July 6. 

Kissinger br ie fed the pont i f f on 
t h e r e c e n t A m e r i c a n - S o v i e t 

summi t talks in ! Moscow and 
discussed Midd le , East problems 
w i t h h im . The fu ture status o f 
Jerusalem and jproposals for a 
Palestinian |Statej\yere among the 
topics, discussed) Vat ican sources 
indicated. 

Vatican, Poland 

Vatican C i t y [RNS1 - . Com
munist ; Roland and t h e Vat ican 
Helve agreed t o set u p "per-
majnent" w o r k i n g contacts t o 
" n o r m a l i z e " ' • c h u r c h - s t a t e 
relat ions. 

. f f h e jagreerh^nt was reached 
a f t e r ^ o . a % y s o f .talks on July 4 
arwl Sisbeb^een iPplTsh" D e p u t y 
F o r e i ^ : / ^ i r i i s i e t Josef Czyrek and 
Archb ishop A g o s i j n o Casaroli, 
Pope Paul's t o p fo re ign affairs 
S i c k 

I - •• -• 
B o t h sides expressed the i r 

c o n v i c t i o n t h a t " p e r m a n e n t 
wo rk ing con tac ts " w o u l d produce 
"usefu l exchanges, o f v iews" and 
c o n t r i b u t e t o w a r d s " n o r 
mal iza t ion o f relat ions between 
chbrch and s ta te " in Poland and 
"co l labora t ion i n favor o f de tente 
a n t f p a c i f i c coopera t ion i n the 
w o r l d . 

The Rome ta lks were t h e latest 
in | a series o f Warsaw-Vat ican 
c o n t a c t s s i n c e 1 9 7 0 ^ Last 
F e b r u a r y A r c h b i s h o p Casa ro l i 
t raveled t o Warsaw f o r m e e t i n g s 
with - -Tbre ign Min is te r Stefan 

Olszowski and other Polish of
f icials. ' 

Mr . Olszowski me t w i t h Pope 
Paul last November a t t he 
Vat ican. He was the f i rst o f f ic ia l 
Polish representative received by 
a Pope since Communists came 
t o power in Poland. 

In June, Pol ish Roman Cathol ic 
P r i m a t e C a r d i n a l S te fan 
Wyszynski cr i t ized wha t he said 
were the prevai l ing pressures 
f r om Polish authori t ies t o ,per-
suade workers t o do" " vo lun ta ry " 
work on Sundays arid Ho ly Days. 

Recall ing the "d iv ine precept" 
t ha t Sundays "shou ld be sanc
t i f ied in rest and: worsh ip , " the 
cardinal cal led on a l l Catholics in 
Poland " t o ^ b p w courage and 
strength i n defending their r i gh ts , 
as Christian e i t i ze i j s / ' ' 

fn the" same m o n t h Cardinal 
Karol Wo j t y l a o f Cracow- also 
quest ioned the r ight o f the 
regime t o demand-ext ra Sunday' 
w o r k . f r o m workers arid urged 
Polish authori t ies t o ha l t " a t h 
educat ion o f young people . 

Vat ican press of f icer Federico 
A l e s s a n d r i n i d e s c r i b e d t h e 
audience as "open and cord ia l . " 

He said the U.S. of f ic ia l had 
"amp ly reported t o the H o l y 
Father on" the major I problems 
concerh ing wo r l d peace, w i t h 
special reference t o t h e talks tha t 
have taken ,p lace between t h e . 
Un i ted States President and the , 
Soviet leaders du r ing the last f e w 
days." 

Alessandrini said t h e Pope, in 
his ta lk w i t h Kissinger, had 
"stated some views of ! the Ho ly 
See and encouraged the^ Un i ted 
States goye rnmen t to persist i n i ts 
c o m m i t m e n t t o peace despite its 
numerous and grave d i f f i cu l t ies . " 

The Vat ican spokesman added 
tha t t h e Pope had expressed "h is 
particular* appreciat ion o f the 
Uni ted States in i t iat ives and o f 
the efforts tha t M r . Kissinger 
personal ly i s expending for t he 
sake o f peace." 

P res i den t N i x o n ' s p e r s o n a l 
envoy t o Pope Paul , Ambassador 
Henry Cabot Lodge, was present 
du r ing t h e audience. A lso present 
was A r c h b i s h o p A g o s t i n o 
C a s a r o l i , t h e p o n t i f f ' s c h i e f 
foreign affairs aide. 

A n Amer ican of f ic ia l said tha t , 
regarding the M i d d l e East and the 
f u t u r e status o f Jerusalem,, " t h e 
Pope cer ta in ly d i d n o t request t he 
Un i ted States t o *db any th ing " 
speci f ical ly. 

I t Was understood^ [ howevbr, 
t h a t Pope; Paul rei terated " t he 
v iew o f t h e Ho ly See" tha t 
Jerusalem represented supreme 
v a l u e s f o r t h e t h r e e g rea t 
m o n o t h e i s t i c re l ig i |ons — 

- Judaism, Chrisfjanityy a n d Is lam 
— and t h a t any fu tu re deter-

P o p e P a u l a n d U . S . S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e H e n r y Kiss inger a r e 
s h o w n as t h e y c o m p l e t e d p r i v a t e t a l k s i n t h e p o n t i f f ' s 
c h a m b e r s a t t h e V a t i c a n o n J u l y 6 . T h e i r d i s c u s s i o n , w h i c h 
r e p o r t e d l y c e n t e r e d o n t h e M i d d l e East a n d t h e H o l y L a n d , 
l a s t e d o v e r a n h o u r . I n t h e b a c k g r o u n d is P r e s i d e n t N i x o n ' s 
p e r s o n a l e n v o y t o t h e V a t i c a n , H e n r y C a b o t L o d g e . [ R N S ] 

minat ions o f its status should 
take th is i n to considerat ion. 

A t t he conc lus ion of t h e 
audience, the Pope gave Kissinger 
a set o f medals commemora t ing 
the papal, v is i t t o t h e Un i ted 

COURSES 

Hammondsport — Sister A l i ce 
McLaugh l in , SSj and Sister M a r y 
Kruckow, RSM have comple ted 
t h e courses o f T h e Elementary 
Format ion Program of fered by 
the Of f i ce of Human Develop-

Nations 'headquarters in New 
York Ci ty in 1965, an autographed 

, copy o f his W o r l d Peace Day 
^ message o f last Jan. 1 , and an 

I autographed souvenir vo lume o n 
his journey to the Ho ly Land- in 

-,1964. - ~ 

COMPfJETED 
meri t f o r parishes beg inn ing 
human deve lopment commit tees. 
The classes were .held a t St. 
Gabriel Rectory. 

Mrs. Mar ion Sohirroer was 
chosen as chairperson o f t he 
commi t tee . 
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