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For St. john sin is a separatron from God.
1t rmplxes that a sinner is enslaved to the
devil, that he dwells in darkness, that he is .

.“spmtually dead
~ frightful facet:f

These

blbhcal jconcepts

1. Sin is not mierely ‘an individual act
. which introduces moral disorder into the
world: A sinful act is less- rmportant for
it créates than for what it
© says about ‘me. as a person. Our acts
3 : ve the shape of, Who 1 am, -

2 Whrle some of my actrons where I am
netso miicha master -of my freedom do .
not engage me as a whole pefson, there
are others where 1 completely commiit
;myself T -am aware of God's invitation'to
Communion with Him. 1 sense that what
n I say or,do here is crucually important, |
am remarkably free' — and 1 say NO.
3. Such sin‘sféms from what the Gospel of -
John calls*" “the sin of the world” John
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deepen. These aspects of sin can be most
fruitful for our self-analysis:
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» ;Reco.ncrhatron‘ . call
conversion until | can give to God a total yes

that, is expressive of myself. And this
reconcrhatron comes through Christ. 1t all

Bethlehem where God’s
became what we are that we might become

+1:29, the virus of evil that entered the
" world (Paul says) “through” one man”
, Rom. 5:12,
-1 - itself and tlghtens its grip on humanity
‘and on the world in an escalating fashron
doWn the -ages of history.

that dynamically unfolds

calls for a

Son

what He_is. In Bethlehem forgiveness was

- born, a new Covenant. The tyranny of sin was
leveled on Calvary and the victory of the

Risen Christ gives us a new Covenant with
Cod.and makes is possible to rise again from

the death of our sinfulness.

seriousness.

For most of us, the assault against God is
not.direct. Few us us curse Him with utmost
Most Christians are turned

radically to Christ in mind and will — but we

are dreadfully weak in living the logiciof that
conversion. We may not be-sinners because
our faces are set towards Christ — but we are
sinful because so many of the actions that
should express who we are, committed lovers
of Christ, give the lie to that expression. So
much in our lives is superficial — never

commiting us as a total person. .

acts express;.

I belreve our best reflection for the Holy
Year would be to look less at our individual
sins and look more at the person these sinful
look less at our endless Acts of
Contrition and more at the kind of person our
remorse reflects. While total alienation.from
God may be rare among us, there is an
ominous peril that over-hangs most of us

: whose faces may be Codword but whose
hands and hearts are earth-bound.
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h . Vzhcan City [RNS] — Secretary
of State Henry Kissinger met here
ith Pope Paul for a 70-minute
audience on July 6. T

Krss]nger brlefed the pontiff on
e recent Amencan Sovret
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‘that_Sundays “should be

Moscow and

East problems

surnmit talks in!
. discussed Mrddle
with him. The future status of
Jerusalem and iproposals for a
Palestinian state! were among the
topics, discussed, yatrcan SOUrces
mdrcated

Olszowskr and other Polrsh of-
ficials.

Mr. Olszowski - met with P
-Paul last November at (the
Vatican. He was the first official
Polish representative received by
a Pope since Communists came

to power in Poland

In June, Polish Roman Catholic
Primate  Cardinal Stefan
‘Wyszynski ¢ritized what he said

.were the prevailing pressures .
from Polish authorities to_per-

‘suade workers to do “voluntary”

, work on Sundays and Holy Days

Recallmg the ”drvme precept"
sanc-
tified in rest -and: worship,” the

1. cardinal called en all Catholics in
. |Poland “to show courageé and
astrength in, defendmg their nghts‘

as: Chnstlan cmzens.

questioned the right of the

| |\regime to demand:extra Sunday’

work . from workers and urged

- Polish authorities to halt "atherst”
‘educatlon of young people

. monotheistic
- Judarsm “Christianity, and Islam

Vatxcan press ofhcer Federrco
Alessandrini  described

“amply reported to Holy

. Father on the major ‘problems.,
peace, with ™~ *

concerning world
special reference to the talks that

have taken .place between the,
United States President and the,

Sovret leaders during | the last few
days

Alessandrini said the Pope, in
his talk with Kissinger, had
“stated some views of the Holy
See and encouraged the United
States governmentto persist in its
commitment to peace despite its
‘numerous and grave dlffrcultres

The Vai rcan spokesman added
that the Pope had expressed “his
particular- appreciation of the
United States initiatives and of
the efforts that Mr. Kissinger
personally is expendmg for the

sake of peace.’

President Nixon’s personal
envoy to Pope Paul, Ambassador
Henry Cabot Lodge was present
during the audience. Also present
was Archbishop Agostino
Casaroli, the pontiff's chref
forergn affarrs aide.

' An Amencan ofﬁcral said that,
regarding the Middle East and the

future status of Jerusalem, “the

Pope certainly.did not request the
United -States” to *do “anything”
specrflcally

it was. understood lhowever,- )

in the same month Cardmal : 'thar: ‘Pope’ Paul reiterated “the

-vKarol Woityla- of Cracow. also

view of the Holy See” that

_ Jerusalem represented . supreme

values for the three great

and that any future deter-

rehgrons -

the . 4
audience as “open and cordial.” -

He said the US. offncral had

Pope Paul and U.S. Secretary of State Henry Krssmger are
shown as they completed private talks in the pontiff's

chambers at the Vatican on July 6. Their discussion, which
reportedly.centered on the Middle East.and the Holy l.and,
lasted over an hour. In the background is President Nixon's
personal envoy to the Vatican, Henry Cabot l.odge. [RNS]

minations of its status should
take this into consrderatlon
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Nations ‘headquarters in New
York Crty in 1965, an autographed
his World Peace Day

At the’ conclusron of the . message of last Jan. 1, and an

audience, the Pope gave Kissinger
a set of medals commemorating

i autographed souvenir volume on

his journey to the Holy Land- in

the papal - vrsrt to the United --1964. .
COURSES COMPLETED
Hammondsport — Sister Alice mMent for parishes beginning

Mclaughlin, SSj and Sister Mary’

Kruckow, RSM have completed

the courses of The Hementary .

Formation Program offered by
the Office of Human Develop-

committee.

human development committees.
The classes were held at St

‘Gabrie! Rectory.

Mrs. Marion Schirmer was
chosen as charrperson of

-

personal.

R 2




