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Editorial] 

New Awareness 
Evidence is bu i ld ing tha t (those pol i t ic ians w h o 

though t they cou ld satisfy the (Lathc-fie popu la t ion by 
sayipg someth ing n ice abou t St: Chr is topher are in 
fo r a rude awaken ing . | 

t j 

Constant rebuffs b y pol i t ic ians in such issues as 
school a i d , abor t ion and now perhaps' in such areas 
as euthanasia and en forced ster i l izat ion are fend ing 
to un i t e Cathol ics as a vo t ing b l oc — a n d w h e n o n e 
fou r th of a nation's c i t izenry coalesce t h a t con

s t i t u tes c lou t 

The fac t t h a t there is ant i -Cathol ic fee l ing in 
many o f t he decisions af fect ing the c i t izenry is in
creasingly d i f f i cu l t to deny. I 

Father Andrew Greeley of ;the Na t iona l O p i n i o n 
Research Center has o o t e d t h a t Cathol ics have been_ 
leaving thei r t rad i t iona l po l i t i ca l h o m e in t he 
Democra t i c party "because they were th rown o u t " 
He blames the l iberal in te l lectual e l i te for ignoring 
"the wishes of Ca tho l i c voters 

Father Theodore Hesburgh, -president of the 
University of Notre Dame, also sees a "possible surge 
in Catho l ic anger - " 

r 

Father Hesburgh J s quo ted in Religious, News 
Service as not ic ing "some stirrings among ' these 
qu ie t , f a i t h fu l , patr iot ic modes t Amer i can Cathol ics 
T h e y are beg inn ing to fee l set u p o n , even badly used 
and unapprec ia ted . " _ - - ' 

H o w m u c h o f this disregard o f Cathol ic sen
t imen t is t h e result o f bigotry is hard to assess. It 

, s imp ly may have resulted f rom years of pay ing l ip 
service to Cathol ics and get t ing away w i th it. If that ' is 
the case^then Cathol ics have been equal ly t o ' b l a m e 
fo r accept ing such low-rate regard. , H 

, Un-plaiti Talk 
i -

O u r language, more part icular ly our i d i o m , is 
impor tan t because- i t ref lects our a t t i tudes. Tha t is 
w h y some recent cogen t remarks by Card inal John 
H e e n a n , archbishop 'of Westmin is ter , bear con
siderat ion _ ' 

" D e a t h has b e c o m e an"obsceni ty — the great ' 
unment ionable,"" h e said. " N o b o d y dies — w e pass, 
away or pass o n . No~disease is fa ta l , it on ly reaches its 
t e rm ina l stages." * -

But , he po in ted out , " t he bel iever does n o t 
regard dea th as obscene. St. Francis o f Assisi used to 
ta lk of 'Sister D e a t h ' — a f r iend to be w e l c o m e d . " 

t " *" ^y 

The card ina l extended his point : . ' v 

f 
"L ike d e a t h , t h e word 'o ld ' has b e c o m e obscene. 

O l d peop le have been abol fshed. They have b e c o m e 
senior c i t izens. A t best t h e y are* t he - ' aged ' w h i c r H s 
though t t o be^iess of fensive t han be ing o l d . -

"An in te l l igent peop le recognize t ha t unless 
they have art acc iden t or deve lop a k i l l ing, disease 
they w i l l grow o l d . " - ~ ' 

W h e n w e deve lop euphemisms t o descr ibe such 
natural d e v e l o p m e n t as o ld age*and dea th , w e skirt 
the t ru th . A n d t h a t is no t good f o r anyone. 

Perspective 
' A rgen t ina , a h ighly complex nat ion w i th i 6 huge-

graz ing lands ,cosmopo l i tan cities and ferv id politics,? 
is at best a dffficult land to govern. Now this 
responsibi l i ty has fa l len to t he f irst w o m a n t o ^ 
b e c o m e head o f state "of a Western Hemisphere 
nat ion . -

Argent ine gove rnmen t has been marked by a 
lack of stability. There have-beeh eight different 
presidents.sihce World War II, not counting military 
juntas. - - -., 

Leaders w i th such names as Juan, Roberto," Jose, 
Ar tu ro and A le jandro have fa i led to solve t h e nation's 
prob lems. I f t h e present president unfor tunate ly jofns 
tha t list, w e should a t t a c h n o special s igni f icance to 
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e name , is Isabel. - . 

Says Workers ] 
Reject Chaves i, • 
Editor: 

" The recent descent of Cesar. 
Chavez on Monroe County 
prompts some observations on an 
often-ignored aspect of the 
endless grape-lettuce-Gallo Wine 
boycott. I t \st simply, that tye -
California farm workers hate and 
fear Chavez, and* do not want to 
join his United Fa'rm Workers 
Union [UFVyU) If given a f ree ' 
choice, the workers would elect; 
to be independent, and not 
bossed by any union '< 

In September of last year, I 
noted these facts. However,-the 

s Courier's 9/23/73 issue smugly > 
countered that the National 
Labor Relations Board would not 
conduct elections in the farmi 
fields since labor law excluded 
farm workets from coverage j 

Obv ious ly , Wash ing ton ' 
bureaucrats are not needed to run 
elections. Father Richard''' 
Humphreys, the pastor of Our 
Lady of Soledad parish iri , 
Coachella, Calif, organized a,< 
representative laborer election on 
the KK Larson farm thfs past 
March 21 Larson had been one, of 
two California grape farmers who ' 
kept contracts with the UFWU 
while" others abandoned -the ' 
union In Father Humphrey's 
balloting, 60 workers voted for 
no union, while only 28 backed 
.the UFWU 

In this case, free men beat * 
Chavez's oppressive hiring hall • 
practices and excessive dues 
demands. I can only suggest that ' ' 
other farm workers,, given free 
choice, would to the same j 

Thomas Scott Thrasher 
150 MacArthur Road 

Rochester, N.Y:;I4615' 
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" IF YOU' SAV 'POOR HLlJr> GRAHAM' OWE AtORE 
TIME, VCU'RE NOT GETTJNG ANV SUFFER/" 

documen ts m a i l e d ) , this ITS' 
usually around 12 to 15 dollars. 

'The subject matter of the 
documents received is wide 
[ranging indeed, from the reform 
'of correctional institutions to 
diocesan accounting, for 
example (And this broadness 
tends to broaden 'one's own 
interests.) Some of- the general 
areas covered in recent 
documents have been in
ternational justice, com
munications media, social/moral 
concerns, racial justice, liturgy, 
parish and pastoral councils, 
ecumenical affairs, ministry and 
catechetics, missionary activity, 
youth programs, family life, the 

drug problem, right-to-hfe 
abortion 

a n d 

The USCC documents are 
characterized by outstanding 
expertise, thorough research, 
realism, and great clarity of 
expression They are strong, solid, 
and well-balanced presentations 
Df the many areas covered 

The address is USCC 
Publications Off ice, 1312 
Massachusetts Ave' N W , 
Washington, D.C 20005 

Robert Knille 
J 102 Lynnwood Drive 

Rochester, N.Y. 14618 
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USCC Service 
Recommended 
Editor: < " , 

,. ~ I'd like to recommend * an-* 
excellent publications service for 
anyone'interested in the broad 
areas of Church, societyf^and < 

"justice It is called the Standing-
Order Service of the United' 
States Catholic Conference.-The' 
Publications Office x>f the USCC-
publishes numerous, pamphlets, 
and booklets which include 
statements of the Nation aj 

- Conference of Catholic Bishops, 
papal documents, and material 

- from other -important} 
documentary sources. ' 

If* one subscribes to this ljser-
vice, he gets several times a yean 
a packet of the main lUSCC 
abcurnents printed during the 
interim. A bill is sent at the end df 
the year (the list price total of "the 

^ t 

/ ' [C] 1974, Voice Publications. 
Bernard Lyons is 'editor of 
COUNCIL Newsletter. For a free 
copy of COUNCIL, write P.O. Box 

* 3455, Chicago, IL 60654. 

"^ What happens to the janitor in 
"your parish when he retires? What 

r about the nuns? And' the lay 
' teachers in the parochial school? 

t Has your council 
.these questions? 
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<' ' /That a Catholic institution 
should be attentive to the needs 
of employes, especially when 
they reach the age of retirement, 
is ,a long-standing principle The 
'founder of the Catholic [Church, 
Jesus Christ, is the examplar of 
social justice, both in (practice 
and theory,"" writes Brother Joel 

> Damian, FSC, in the i booklet 
"Private Pension, Plans 'for Em
ployes of Catholic Institutions 

* and Members of Religious 
Communities." '' 

"In modern times Popes Leo 
XIII, Pius XI and„ John XXIII 
outlined the principles, of social 
justice that should govern em-

' ployer-employe relationships. 
Unfortunately, however, some 
entities of the Church, for) reasons 

' qf varying validity, have not been 
rnodels m the practice of thepe 

' tneones" ' 

, ' Brother Joel points out that the 
Catholic schools of the U.S. have 
been operating on pauper 
financial budgets and they have 
put* salaries Bnd other employe 
benefits on the bottom of their 
priority lists 

In the early history 'of the 
Catholic school system the 
question" of pensions was hardly 
considered since the number of 
religious to staff the schools was 
usually sufficient. With the in
creasing number o f lay employes 
in the, last decade, the question of 
pensions must" be "considered. 

What kindj of pension plan 
vorks best? ' 

From his I own experience, 
Brother Joel recommends that the 
slan be self-insured, self-
administered, j trusteed, funded 
and IRS-approved 

* I s 

He v warns against some in
surance company programs 

Recently I vyas asked to review, 
ihe requirements'of a pension 
plan with the I business manager 
of one of our .Catholic dioceses, 
l-te had been asked by his bishop 
and the episcopal council to 
investigate the best methdd of 
setting up a plan for all employes -
of the diocese He told me that as 
sjoon as he Jet it be known what 
ijie was looking for, hê  was 
deluged with plans proposed by 
insurance companies 

"He showed me 14 plans which 
Had been brought to him by the 
enterprising salesmen of these 

'.companies," explains Brother* 
Jjel "I revie\jved those plans 
triefly and found that not one of 

lem was* suitable for the kind 
of group 
diocese." 

employed in this 

Brother Joel reports that every 
ope of the plans suggested an 
irsured annuity plan, a very 
e 'pensive way to set up a pension 
pjrogram. " I 

There are no ["cheap" pension 
p^ans, but the important thing is 
to do it correctly, and thus make 
the best use of the limited funds 
usually available. 

If your council is -going to. 
consider pensions — and, it 
should — a good starting point 
for study for the council, or the 
assigned committee, is Brother 
Joel's "Private Pension Plans." A 
single copy is $1.25, but bulk 
prices are available, from 
Publication' Sale's, National 
Catholic Educational Association, 
One„Dupont Circle, Suite 350, 
Washington,, D.C. 20036. 


