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' Auxil iary Bishop Joseph C. McKinney 

Charismatic Movement " 

'Like a Baby 
Starting to Walk' 

By JOHN DASH 

Auxiliary Bishop Joseph C 
McKinney describes himself as 
the ;1!advdntur6us type;, a 
jGHaxacfenstic^ tfiat brDught him to 
.hiskriees; almost five, years ago in 
an.; event that Was to .alter 

his spiritual life^ 

w ;Tfre - event was his, in ­
troduction to the charismatic 
rrK^yement. 

' The genial and casual bishop 
./ifjr0iA^r4hd^apj)i|s,,'^t'ich., was in 

Rochester -'last \yveejc to lead 
diocesan priests in their annual 
retreat and spoke with the 

i;@e^r^r^Qu,rr(ai ;pr\ the 
moyemeniu.fpr which, he is today 
regarded a$ a leading apostle. 

'•I th ink , the key- th ing for 
Respite. W | | n & at this movement 

jsUhat it's not a finished 
Juct r It's a growing 

d^elopmerit , J thjnk if you 
compare it to human life, you 
don't look at a baby starting to 
.wajk and expect him to be an 
adult -out'there,"making a* Jiving 
and raising a . family. There's 
going to be a lot of areas for 
gfowjtb^anp development, but I 
really think weVe got a healthy 
e l i k * " • 

_ Iri August 1970, Bishop 
- ^ c K i n l i e t was in. prayer with a 

group of p»ests. He had been 
- challenged some t ime previously 

:by a ,Jaynjan;. to present the 
-oertttaj!'tr3§me!' of the Church, 

• and the Bishop was looking for 
that theme. 

In the'course of his prayer he 
requested Father George Kosicki 
to pray over him, and at that 
point the bishop experienced the 
truth that "Jesus Christ is Lord " 

" I found* the answer to a key 
question and a direction fo r the 
development of my spiritual life 

,that has enriched my life ever 
since," he once said of that 
moment 

The astonishing growth of the 
movement in the United States, 
where ikonginated, is a "surprise 
of the Holy Spirit," the bishop 
says He wonders "whether this* 
may not be our greatest religious 
export" 

"Everyth ing about this 
movement has developed in 
America," he says 

" In 1900 it started We called 
- them Holy Rollers and we 

laughed at them and we weren't 
going to roll on floors In 1950 it 
hit traditional churches and they 
had a Jot of resistance too Some . 
ministers were ostracized but i t 
survived; and, in 1967 i t hit the 
Catholic Church " 

The bishop notes that most 
people who are aware of pen 
tecostalism, find the Catholic 
expression of i t " the most 
beautiful, because it seems to 
solid, it seems to be deeper and it 
doesn't seem to be as emotional. 
The whole tradition of the Church 
seems! to be feeding 
beautifully." ' 

i t 

He says that many Protestant 
pentecostals note that Cathofics 
have "got it together better 
even though we are the last ones 
on the scene." 

He chuckles when he notes 
that the Church in Ireland has 
asked for in format ion and 
speakers on the movement from 
the United States, pointing up the 
irony of the faith returning to the 
land from which a* great deal of it" 
came. 

A significant development wil l 
draw the bishop to Ireland later 
this year. In Belfast there are 
P ro tes tan t -Ca tho l i c prayer 
meetings, The bishop said that he 

" hasheard of a militant Protestant, 
minister's wife inviting Catholics 
to prayer, and the minister 
subsequently shedding his 
militancy. 

"Dissension," he remarked 
several times in the course of the 
conversation, "is not of the 
Spirit." 

The bishop sees a theoretical 
hope for serving-' the black 
communi ty through the 
charismatic movement. A hope, 
whose fulfillment is not presently 
evident and which puzzles him 

His experience of the black 
community is through seminary 
days irfRorne where-he came into 
great contact with students from 
Africa 

i 

He postulates that the the 
American experience of slavery 
and the subsequent rise of black 
power may have vitiated for the 
present the impact the movement 
may have | 

Whereas, in Africa, he says, the 
movement is spreading "like 
wildfire " 

While Bishop McKinney's first 
"devotion rs to his parish, St 
Stephen's in Grand Rapids, his 
second love is to encourage his 
fellow bishops in chansnatic 
renewal 

"Right now I don't know of an 
American bishop thaf s negative," 
he says "I think the question is 
now How can I get them to take a 
closer look at Tt. I don't know o f 
anyone who's taken a closer look 
arid not come out shaking his 
head and saying ' I ts g o o d ' " _ 
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A 
for Msgr. 

"Father" Georgej J. Schmitt of 
Holy Family wore -his red-violet 
cassock at Mass June 8 to mark 
the 60th anniversary of his or­
dination. 

That was the celebration — 
bringing out the cassock for the 
first time in three years. Its color 
indicates that he is a domestic 
prelate, a Right Reverend 
Consignor. He doesn't use the 
title. 

He doesn't celebrate an­
niversaries any more. The parish 
Janted to, "but I told them to 

forget it," he explained. 

'.„ ITI his 86th year, he goes about 
|^e*,priestly business of-, visiting 
the sick in hospitals, |ac-
companying funerals to the 
cemetery, "and talking to the 
people on the street" 

-Msgr. Schmitt;, the last 
Rochester priest fjrom the St. 
Bernard's class of 1914, has lived 
at Holy Family for]24 years. He 
stepped down from the pastorate 
in 1966, to transfer its burdens "to 
younger shoulders." He 

organized St. Ann's parish in 1930 
and ran it for 20 years. 

He has one major, annual 
project — the noverra to Good St. 
Anne, July 17-25. This has been 
continuous in Rochester since 
1884, he said, "and we really do 
very well with it." 
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A NEW CONCEPT IN WALL 
COVERING 

PANEL WORLD CAN GIVE 
YOU ONE DAY INSTALLATION 
OF OUR BEAUTIFUL PANELING 
NO. JOB TOO SMALL Fon , i I y R o w M 

Kilchtns, Bathe. 
Ceilings, Basements 
Remodeled 

Coll Day or Nile 4 5 8 - 2 0 0 0 769 EMERSON ST. 
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A low cost education loan from 
Rochester Savings Bank. Just the 
answer for those upcoming 
college expenses. 

• Member F.D.I.C. 

Rochester Sayings Bank 
"wljete your 'gieeiigtb\\S" 
Rochester: (Main) 
40 Franklin SI. 
47 W. Main St. 
255 E. Main St. 
Midtown Plaza 

-trondequoit Office 
2111 Hudson Ave: 

Broekpori Office 
4617 Lake Rd. 

Ridgemont Plaza 
Plttsford Plaza 
Eastview Mall 
Webster Office 
13 £. Main St. 
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This woman is happy to have 

ample food, clothes, and a 

call home ait a Catholic Mission" 

Home for the Aged. Thousands of 

other elderly poor people in 

mission countries know only 

hunger, illness, and agonizing 

loneliness. 

Missionaries want to reach out 

with their love to those yet in need. 

But they need YOUR help! 

PLEASE help make the 

"golden years" happy years for t 

others—send a special mission 

gift today. 

J I want to share in the work of today's dedicated missionaries serving J 
J the old and young wherever there is need. Enclosed is a special gift J 
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" Ask about the Society's Gift Annuity Plan. 

The Society tor the Propagation oi the Faith ^t 

Send your gift to: 

Most Rev Edward T. CMeara 
Rat kxuil Director 

Dept. C, 366 fifth Avenue 
New York 10001 or 

Rev. Joseph F. Reinhart 
Diocesan Director 

- 123 East Avenue 
Rochester, New York 14604 

716-454-2926 
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