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I am uneasy aboutj the reaction 
to the appointment'of trje new 
{archbishops of Newark and 
Baltimore On all sidles one heart 
about what fine appointments 
they are and how the two men 
representjthe beginning of la new 
era m the American church'. 
Archbishop Jearj Jajdot 4- the 
Apostolic{Deslegafe to the U.S. >— 
is praised by ev&riyoie for 
bringing into major sees t i e kind 
of men jwho understand the 
problems, of corttjemporary 
Catholicism and who ar'e sym
pathetic to intelligent change. 
J With nlone of this can I 
disagree. I know only one of the 
two new metropolitans, bLtjhe is 
^.first-fate pishpp. Frrjm all l.hear, 
so lis the other. If the delegate is 
irt pai{t "responsible for! these 

: |p|jpintjT»enfc, he deserves igreat 
ipfeidit j — • particularly .for taking 
i"ntp;:.;acc]ou.nt the eCom-
rnepdatipns of the ;'priests; and 
b^9PJ'e,-of-^he Archdioceses, 
r f i u t jnb< jarchbishop,! however 

,open aj id iqitesll̂ gent,! can cHange 
Msldjdcesje j by. hirt}se|f;; no 
<jjelega1;e, however j remarkable, 
fcah change the churcih jini the 
fjfiiteeij Static VVe ai-e beginning 
tp-get jopeh jarkd intelligent ar
chbishops. |/vja^ their tr be in
crease!] We! apparently Have a 
temarkable j Relegate- May he 
iaye. a) long! term of service! ' ; 
!, But the fundamental problems 
i if•;American 'Cjathojlicisrn! were 
ii;p£ crejated by ejtherjdelegates or 
archbishopsjahd they will not be 
^plvedjby tHem[|To jexpecl: archr 
bis'bopjS. — jVrhjdricah, Italian or 
BJelgian — Jto jmake things . all 
good and niceiajgain' betrafc:the 
s^me kind of iifijimajturity [which-
seapegoats the lljiierarchy for, all 
tine problem^ wb'hajve. | * 
|j Bishops ar£ critically important 
pepple in the church1; that's why 
4j i have, tlltem. < In the final 
dnlalysrs youjcan t dispense, with 
J!e;adens. Stror jgJ yigdrous, 
vpibn'ary jbistbpS ;. are ' a 
kdmeridous asset. Tjmid, fearful, 

' repressive bikhoris jare a great 
Hjabilitk. But bishops are net the 
churrch, orily'part) iof it. There is 
rjib|tasjingte majQr|problem facing 

j ^ e r i c a n Camoj ie ism tPday that 
' * chy 

Would; 
goiaway it thej^ hierarchy1 voted to 
maike It go aVyay.nT6 thinkl any, 
differently is tbi engage in childish 
nplnserise. , f i | . ] . 
'1 ] I'm I not sajing ' that bisjhops 

should be immune f rom cr i t i c ism. 
ij&m arguing; that criticism Which 
fei&ntes leader > tor 
:Mfuses ..• 'to' v 
responsibility fjor 
church is juvepile If we hajve a 
lot of people'' scapegoating jtherr 
bishops for lour problems^ it 
follows onJy thkt we have a lot of 
juveniles around J ' 

I'Indeed, the most impressive 
|bi5hops I knqw spend much of1 

jth'eir t ime climbing down from 
fthe walls up "which they have 
Ibieen driven b̂y ithe irrespon-
isibil ityof many1 of their laity and| 
jelergy, The laity and clergy can 
^complain on i the j record about,, 
jthpir bishops] |but the bishops 
ica'n'tcpmplain back. In aiwayirit'si 
ja,|shame Some of them havej 
some pretty funny stories'to iell i 
i |l 1, ! | • , • 
! 'Does anyone seriously think> 
ttfai the massive disaffiliation of 
young I people/ jwhich may havej 
bhghtejd the future of American i 
jCatholicism for the next 100. 
years, ,1s the fa'ujt of the bishops? '< 
Have not the parish clergy dpne | 
their part in alienating the yoijng i 
by their rigidity,' by- excessive, 
concern about Ipetty vandalism, J 
by1 taking" the ladvlce of {janitors ( 
ancl mother J superiors) about | 
Vputh more-seriously than the 
young clergy Who, once worked 
jJv th the young? I ' 
1 Has not a whole! generation of j 
younger clergy j copped out on ! 
youth and teeriager!srdubbing this, 
the "kiddy apostolate"? Have not 
teachers - m ^ and* f e m a l e -

.presented a , rigild, represssh? j 
/ersfonpf Oithblicism, one which j 
jecame no more attractive when i 
t|tool( on the castjof a Jeft:wmg ] 

everything and 
assume] adul t 

the life ofi the' 

deology? Has ,. 
publicized and 

not the "well-
narcissistic 

departure of thousands of priests 
and nuns soured large numbers of 
the young who thought priests 
and religious were supposed to be 
unselfish and dedicated? jHas not 
our insistence on sexual morality 
to the exclusion of all else badjy 
distorted Jesus' message; of the 
good news of, God's love? Have 
not parents who equatei foced 
Mass attendance with Catholic 
virtue done more than their share 
to alienate thei(r children from the 
church — especially when forced 
chu.rCh attendance and 
sacramental reception was 
combined with intolerance and 
racism? 

It really is convenient to blame 
the bishops for| everything. |We 
don't have to face our own 
responsibility. Itlis no secret thjat I 
am not a wild admirer of some of 
the current top I^vel leadership of 
the church. Bu^lmey are not 
whole problem, not even a major 
part of it. ! 

Things would be so; 
easier if they were. 

Press-Radio Club president Jack Palvino [leff; 
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Maybe six inches aw 
TThax's how much irjstilatipii RG&E and the Publi^ S RG5;E Ipept. 34 l 

Service Commission te^pminend you have in your J 89 East Avenuei Rlchester, Ifew York 14649 

, Yet^^0% of the homes in this area don't have that • 
much. ; , | . . j : j ";" ;; • '' • ;" :| ;• |' 

j If your home was buSljt beft ire 1940, it probably isn'it J Nanus. 
insulated a t all. '* i ' ' | ' :i . '"-t ' ' " ' ' • ( ] • .* • ;' ,•' 

You can do-it-ypurpdlf using pur new illtistrdted J, 
. ov i p f •: ?. r I •••."V. ":': * 
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! It's free frohi RjGr&E.; Sen^l the'coupon or stoj) ait. ; 
dneofburoffiejesi; | " . '. '. 
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use Upstate^ winter rolls around prett;y fast. 

sei t° Please sfendme yof r Insulatidn Do-It-Yourself Booklet. 
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