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By Religious News Service 

Pres ident ,Nixon, . in 
procla iming May as "Senior 
C i t i z e n M o n t h / ' ca l l ed on 
Americans!of all ages to renew 
" the recognit ion, the respect 
and the active concern wh ich 
p r o p e r l y be longs t o o lde r 
Americans!" "' •'} 

Churches in the -U.S- — 
Protestant: , A n g l i c a n , and 
Roman Catholic — as well as 
national Jewish agencies, have 
long shown an active concern 
for the aged in the provision of 
nursing and retirement homes, in 
the sponsorship of low-moderate 
housing for the elderly, and in 
vrsitation programs to the elderly 
shut-ins 

Of late, however, churches 
and synagogues have come 
under f ire for relating to the 
aging through programs which, I t 
is alleged, "smack of patronizing 
do-goodism1 h 

! Mrs Margaret Kuhn,68, one of" 
t h e f o u n d e r s of the Cray 
Panther m o v e m e n t , — a 
c o a l i t i o n of m i l i t a n t : o lder 
people and their young sup
porters — h'as charged that many 
of the "Go lden Age Clubs" and 
" S e n i o r Ot ize-ns G r o u p s , " 
sponsored ' by churches and 
social agencies, though "nobly 
inspired," are often nothing but 
"glor i f ied [playpens" for the 
elderly " w h o are looked upon as 
c h i l d r e n by t h e i r younger 
guardians " 

<? 

"More creative approaches to 
old age" must be discovered, 
says the Joint Strategy and 
Act fon Commit tee (JSAC) — a 
c o a l i t i o n of the " n a t i o n a l 
mission" agencies of major U.S. 
Protestant denominations. 

- , i 

In a recent issue of its bu l le t in , . 
Grapevine, the JSAC said that the 

* church, "as'an inst i tut ion in the 
total society and infused w i t h 
many of its values," has " too 
o f t e n f a i l e d t o p r o v i d e ; a 
theological and environhierital 
framework for viewing o ld aj*e;as 
a creative, on-going cycle o f l i fe. 

"As more and rriore people, in 
our society face early retirement 
and prolonged oldjage, i t is clear 
that both church and society w i l l _ 
have to fir jd more creative 
approaches to ofa age — fbr the 
elderly, we are learning, are us ! " 

And according to the latest 
U S Census Bureau figures;, t $e 
"us," i e , persons overt 6Q, 
cons t i tu te 25 per' cent o | the 
c u r r e n t p o p u l a t i p n of f 210 
mi l l ion and by the year 2000, wi l l 
represent 33, per ,cent of the 
populat ion I 

i ' • ' • ' ! ' . 

Further, w i th the present'trend 
toward earlier retirements, i t has 
been estimated that between 40 
and 50 mi l l ion Americans wi l l be 
'oh the " inact ive l ist" by the year 
2000 " ' i 

These figures indicate that 
America's "ag'pg minor i ty " is the 
fastest growing minor i ty in the 
country, andi ' in the opinion of 
Bishop Joseph L Hogan of 
Rochester, i t , is the nation's 
"most neglected minor i ty " « 

The bishop decries modern 
American soo'iety for what he 
calls its tendency " t o equate the 
values of human i l i fe w i th 
v i t a j i t y , y p u t h f u l n e s s , and 
productivity,", ' and its failure to 
recognize the worth of l i fe 
"when i t lacks thesf quali t ies. 

i " | 

This tendency, accbrding to a * 
s t a t e m e n t o f t h e l A m e n c a n 
Baptist Churches, is condi t ioned 
"by 1 the pioneer-frontier ethic 
and the Protestant work eth ic . " 
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of Seniors 
' The fact that we are sexual 

beings until the very end of life \n-f-
$ e^idom ' app recia£edi b y , th e 
church;, j '•:.* ' . '' f .'• .„••• . 

' Indeed aTcind of <jm.qriastic,: 

rhedieval ^mort i f icat ion of the 
-f)£sh\5tHj prevails. I ' • • 

'Many, older persons have 
been) soj condi t ioned; by this 
evasion of sex in the ) churches 

iat we have strange arid 
istctfterj v iews £>f t h e 

relationship that ought^g obtain 
between m en iand women. 

i ./The factthat we are,male arid 
lerh,aie is so inf luent ial in 

etermining who we are "and 
we, iperform a n d ' h o w we 

Teiatel to others. 

" Indeed i t is the material of 
l i fe itself and to denyl j i t in o ld ' 
age. ' , is ' to-.-^—s" '~ ----**" 

ng Ipepple ep to' 

"Value! , - ,% said,, % p laced 
upon thpsfe v|hp sxk 'pfoaUctive! 
cprijtr-iButors-f The aged4\aric( 
inf i rm Wfjio jiare mental ly irnV 
pa i rM#4 i se0n a$haying l i t l fe p i 
rip, ryalue ijo, p u t society. 'Agism' 
( d i s c r i m i n a t i o n b e c a u s e . of 
chrpnolfegjqal•; age) is an all 
pervasiy/el rj jegatiye soc ie ta l ; 

Spin-offs f r p m this att i tude are| 
hffe; iPr. ! Jsatnes A, '/Peterson,! 

dir^c^Qrlof/.iia^on^e^TjGes^t'.the: 
Andrus Ceriontolo^gical Center of 
the ; 43;ijilveir^it^ pcf S^chU^iierh 
C.aUf^ra ia, , ,,cajls. " m y t h s ofj 
agirig." I 

Among the^e.;JTryths,ihe to ld .a-
. session < ^ l ^ A s s c * ^ ^ d ^ h u r ^ h | 
?r^''^-)ii'^f^ail'0^0j^g in'-' 
Denver,; iCplio^ .in. $pr=ij; afie the; 
' ' rockt ingpalr | imyth^ ' •"+fcp^r^-*^ 
o f sej$11j||/; ' fwfu / th 
depfession r ujfihappihess, 

Despi 
ev idence 
summary 
in Readef' 
" o u r yo 
continues 
that by tr 
her 60s, 
not ppssfi 
.it i s ; 
Of that i t 
the o ld 
i t . " 

,,.As f p r ^ e / l r a c k i n g c h a H f m y t h " 
saiidi Rr.iRete^son7 /'research has 
four iC fha tmps t older people are 
in ^e la i i t e l y^ igpodg^e^M' ' '•. and 
a'r^i •/'..in.pt.--.Jtsuffe^ihg f r o m 
dehih^afehg, ai lments. ; ' / -;. 

. S c o u t i n g ( t he " m y t h . o f 
^senility,/* ,.he f said,• again, that 
reseacGhih^ad f h o w n tha t 95 per 
cent " o f ' al l . !older people. are. 

" W h i l e t he re are some 
cerebral 'accidents," he added, 
" i t has been {proved that their 
abi l i ty tcj th ink is as good as it 
was in their thirjties, but w i th 
w i s d o m , a d d e d t h r o u g h the 
years" | 

Other , studies have .demon-* 
strated that the capacity of older 
persons I " t o l e a r n " is n o t 
diminished in aging, and that 
though learning patternsichange, 
" the abi l i ty to learn continues to 
be vital " 

1 i . 

On theU'myth of depression/ ' 
Dr Peterson asserted that "most 
older , persons are act ive, in
volved, alert, love l i fe, arid don' t 
'hobble ' " [ | ] 

The ge'rontology expert also 
c r i t i c i z e d A m e r i c a n soc ie t y ' s 
att i tude toward the sexuality o f 
older people ( as "unreal is t ic / ' 
and urged' the church to face up 

1 * J-

is ne 
f i e . Or if 

someihovy heft 
certai 

to; 

Condit ioned 
a t t i t udes 
" e r r o n e c j u s i y 
performance 
vanishing 

n nuni 
ians 

undrgni 
"depraved 

p f : t h e l n parents, and,.;grarid- ; 

pliTenits 'as " o M mora i i s t s , " 
opsaeryes . U n i t a r i a n M i n i s t e r 
Ri fhard B o e f e ^pf Sf^ Petersburg, 
FMf |da / iBut "the fac t ; o fv , the 
rnattel', he says, is that many ' of 
iilfeaged ''are stil l looking for sex 
arjid romance." • 

'fr - • ! • ' ' ' 
Rather than marry, loweyer^ 

rrijany elderly men and women 
pair-off i r iwha t has beep; termed, 
Ltihmarriages of cor tveh ience" 
)'r. ! Paul , Gi ic jc, sen ior 
emosrapher . . -.. w i t h ! ,. t he 
(inpulafion division of >|-he U.SI : 

Cerisus,Bt|reau has, repoiited that 
mprei than 26,000 cbupies oyer 
65, listed therriseives iri.lthe last 
lapsus as legally uinmarrie<| and 
iVing together. $ 
!•!•.' i \ " - • :,'" ;-V ' ' 
f ; (5ounselk)rs, . r e t i r i f e m i n t -

m m m u n i t y admihistratipfs, l i h d 
gejroritplQgists say that such 
l o p g - t e r m re la t i onsh ips |are 
steadUV increasing. , r,| . 
I jFor some couples, they say, i t 
i s ]a purely pract ical miatte?, a , 
way tpipreserve maxirpum Scftial 
lelpufity and other refeireii^nt 
benefits. _ • /, • 'M' 

T"-- \. • 'L -fi-
1^Fon.pthers, i t may be a; w.a|^of 
si j iafit ig^ cho res , asslu^giing 
I p h e l i i p s . Bpt for a jgrc«|yjng 

* 

answer ( ' to. ^.._..t ...__,..r , „ ^ .. 
n.a?.c(-|hr i o t Ipvfng iptimlacyjl 

J|n injiany instances, hpwe'Jer^ 
?eTon|oIogist Peterson. pgmts 

py r iomritunity 
td\ \1 IbfJleVe 
„ t h i t ; slexual 

djeciineji f p • t h e 
._..,_....,„ point wilh .^#e/ or that 
sexualr exj iressiojpi: is dingerpjtfs pb 
their ' he | l t h , ' / s ^ y f ; t i e ; : ; i | ^ p r t , : , . ^ f e the x o u p l e ' f e e l theV are 

many older persons tend t&g i ve / 'q|ving in s in," and this is '^Jif-
up sex/ ' ' ! ; ! ^ u i I t „ f iu l t fc |»r them to accept. And so, 

'. re|uctaht t o . give u p ; ^ociiai 
Setcurity.benefits, they seelcibut 
qfergyrr ien to ma r r y . t h e m 
wjiithoui a,state license/'[• 

"he s i t u a t i o n p resents a 
ibunt^ng; , c h a l l e n g e t b the 

church/says Dr. Peterspri, who 
hajs called for a new " theology of 
aging."! . ' - . .J' ,._ ' 

"ft has been "suggested that 
sujch" a. ' " theology" mjgHt w e j t 
arnpng |its many facets> e f h o the 
touiching pjea ,of Brit ish poet 
Rojbert Browning*. ' , 

erOus jother:SinstairtdBS, 
» and ) r a ^ n s ^ p r f ' l l p s l , 

iajh'en oidjer perjs'pijjs ^ p J ^ i T i i t j t o 
having ^ ^ ^ : ' d ^ i i | i s p i i p ^ ' ; p M # n -

'4'd.g|:zeV'lF©:'r!" WiM$^: ^siateh 
f i e d ' or 

sensations. 
1/jen 

Mar t in Berezm, past prescient 
of t h e Bos ton Spcjfeiy i f o r 
Geriatric Psychiatry, has poijrited 
out that when o l d peope were 
young, they regarded arrbfd jpan 
who was Imterested in sex las a 
lecher l ; jj :; 

"So, when "they're o ld , thejyW 
embarraslsed by ' t f le j r | w n 
cont inuing needs,"( Dr: |Berei in 
remarked I"What was considered 
vir i l i ty at 25 becomes lechery «at 
M M K '.. V : l i : ' 

v Gray Panther Mrs Kuhn ihas 
scored thjis att i tude, ahd fhas 
called; on the church to -'raise 
the c o n s c i o u s n e s s ' V I & f Wt5: 
adherents pn the1 ent ireirr&ttet o f 
i uman seiual i ty | :'£-'-p-: ' 

Says M|rs Kuhr), 'a 'ffitfi&k? 
issociate secretary in theOr i f ted 
'resbyterian Off ice ot jChUrCh 
•and Society of the ^Bojard' of 
Christian Education- l1 

l ime! 
'Crow old along with 

The best is yet to t rJe. 

In he last of l i f e ! f o r ' 
Which the first was made. • 
j • ' - * 

r (Our t imes are in ;H.is' 
Hands , ' ' ; \ 

. ~ i • • - - ' 

Who.saitht 'A wholei 

Youth s^hows but half; 
crust Godr see all nor be 
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