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My dear Friends of the Missions, , 
The topic 'Evangelization' will be the focus of the attention of the Bishops of the 

United States in their regional meetings this Spring, and' sole agenda item for the 200 
bishops from all parts of the world gathered for tre Roman $ynod in September. Their 
common concern will be this: how best proclaim to the world the Good News, how best 
make the Church Ian effective and healing presence in our society, how best fulfill her 
mission as Light of Nations that Vatican II spoke of, ] .. T 

i I have been proud to be the Shepherd of a Diocese that has been deeply com
mitted to,the. Mission of Evangelization. We have an acknowledged record-of sensitivity 
to Mission at home and far from home. I am pleased, then, to make this appeal If only to 
keep that sensitiyltv alive; and healthy. • . . : ; 

Our Sisters, of St Joseph have labored in SeimarAlabama for over 30 years and 
in Brazil iforlOiyears. our Sisters of Mercy have mJriistered;tome needs ofth©people i;n 
Santiago, Chile for 9years. Diocesan priests, recertly aided by one layman,. Have cared 
for the Parish1 of St, Joseph, the Worker in La Paz, Bciliviafor8|ears. . • , •„ 

~ For several years we have been expanding cur local urban and rural mission ef
forts through the Office of Human Development;andiheiSpa:nishAposioiate. [ 

We nave noW reached an exciting moment ir the history of our diocesan mission 
i concern: our Sisters of Mercy are able to: hand ove' to a Ibpalj team one of ifte. parishes 
they have developed in Santiago, Chile; our priests are able to do the same in La Paz. At ' 
this very'moment we are entering into hew agreements with the Archdiocese of La Paz, 
transferring the Parish of St. Joseph the Worker, into thej.hands; of trained native 
Bolivians, lay and religious, who will continue wrta we have done in thai area of La Paz 
over the last 8 years- = ̂  „r -' f ' ,-: .-if .--£' ' .. - - * * I i ' c 

This story of mission success and accpmphsl!imtnlJ&:Wti0jiyM1djUil^dJy«mei)r 
by the Diocese of Rochester — including all of :c urimaghifrcentJ:priests, Sisters and 
laymen ahdJayl/vorhen whbnave conHftually}ri$^ ;\ 

, We turn ;to you, howevpr* and remintf^u f liat o^r^jl^|gno|^|||Jrnlsh 
and •m iepi need 

is 

Our missionaries ^M^^roti^*^^^§s^^^--^-sSa~,- _s.^-,t,.,-.-ri!,,-,,, ,,,-„-, 
our interest and support. We must remarnjcornroltt#Q;to the anas where:iocaft:eams will 
function without our physical presence. They need the! promlfebf our con t l r t ^ 
and financial!assistance. < j ; ..-.". ;.- > , > " - ; , i ; . . l ^ ^ f e S & i ^ f c : : - ^ . - „ • .• 

So, we1 ask you to bemore generous. than €tver before \tf helpingtps^ttjdrthy 
mission causes. , . '"U : . ' ' .\ /"' j ' " ! ' . ' .1 ' " ' : ' "^^•^•" ' • ' • - i ' -M ' ' " ' f e f e^ ; V 4 ; 

Inspiredjby no earthly: ambition, the Church ^„xtV:^r.^^„t,^ 
forward the work o f Christ, we fervently 00y^1^^»^iM^uri^mmf^<^i^mY an 

Swarenesi of our mission responsibility tje one of *' *" ""•'' "~~" " * -*"*--

lolv Yeari ' «'•'- *• .. ' -̂  >> ...v-v-k . .. 
With gratitude and my blessing JI remairi 

devotedly ybursin Ct irisi, 
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Bishop of Rochester 
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