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- "• By Bishop Joseph L Hogan 

The Eldei-ly—A Blessing of th$ Lor< 

'i 

j U n f o r t u n a t e l y , re la t i ve l y ~ f e w in ou r 
A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y w o u l d a g r e e w i t h 
m Y e g u a t i n & t h e a g e d w i t h a b less ing Bu t m y 

be l i e f has been c o n i r m e d 
b y I t h e g r a c e - f i l l e d 
p resence o f t h e e lde r l y 

1 w h o have t o u c h e d m y l i fe 
"deep ly — w h o s e w i s d o m 
b o r n o f t h e exper ience o f 
t he i r f r u i t f u l years has 
insp i red m e m o r e t h a n t h e 

| w i s d o m o f hundreds o f 
j he ra lded sages I - h o l d in 
j g r e a t e s t e e m t h e o l d 

Ceop le w h o s e l ives have 
een fo r m e a sac rament 

o f f i d e l i t y t o d u t y a n d o f 
se l f - sac r i f i c ing l ove They have been t h e 
i n c a r n a t i o n o f t h e Lqrd's paradox f o r per­
sona l i n teg r i t y a n d f u l f i l l m e n t i t is in d y i n g 

that we five and'it is in giving that w e receive 
, i l f 

jTne A m e r i c a n ger ia t r i c c o m m u n i t y poses a 
threat to those, of a jdrfferent philosophy 
T w e n t y - f i v e m i l l i o n n o w b e l o n g t o t h i s 
' t h r e a t e n i n g c o m m u n i t y ' and i t is p red i c t ed 
t h a t by. t h e year 2,000, 33 per cen t o f ou r 
population will be in that category 

W h a t t o d o w i t h them? Either w e respect 
- t h e va lues a n d m e a n i n g o f th is en t i re stage o f 

h u m a n l i fe ( t h e Chr is t ian response) o r w e 
re legate t h e m t o t h e | c lass i f i ca t ion o f t h e 
useless a n d u n p r o d u c t i v e , and poss ib ly ge t 

' n d r o f t h e m t o he ra ld t he d a w n of a brave new 
w o r l d Ca m o u n t i n g pagan vo ice ) There is n o 
o t h e r a l t e r n a t i v e 

( M o d e r n m e d i c i n e has m a d e g r e a t 
p rogress ' in e f f o r t s t o ex tend t h e q u a n t i t y o f 
l i f e t o ' 6 7 years fo r t h e average A m e r i c a n 
ma le ' a n d t o 73 fo r t h e average f e m a l e Bu t 
ou r soc ie t y has d o n e l i t t l e t o imp rove t h e 
soc ia l a n d e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s t o m a k e 
t h e s e j e x t r a years l i vab le w i t h d i g n i t y 

i F o r t y p e r c e n t o f those over 65 l i ve at or 
b e l o w t h e p o v e r t y level o f ex is tence O n e o u t 
o f j 1 0 l ives o n S o c i a l , Secut i t y The c o m -
b i n a t i o p ] i o f f i xed i n c o m e , d i m i n i s h i n g 
sayings and s p i r a l m g costs has shaped t h e o l d 
i n t o a class t h a t a recen t T i m e M a g a z i n e 
a r t j c l e l abe l l ed ' t he , new poo r . ' : A n ­
t h r o p o l o g i s t M a r g a r e t .Mead refers t o Our 
e lde r l y as " A s t rangely ! iso lated g e n e r a t i o n " 
f o r whom no niche has been provided in our 
society; 

<• J " . ! ,. 

Rober t Bu t le r , a I W a s h i n g t o n , ; D C . 
psych ia t r i s t , a t t r i bu tes t h e b i r th o f t h e 
p h e n o m e n o n o f d e v e l o p m e n t o f th is m o s t 
n e g l e c t e d m i n o r i t y in A m e r i c a t o an a t t i t u d e 
ca l l ed " a g e i s m " w h i c h he t ranslates s imply , as 
" n o t w a n t i n g t o 1 have ' a l l those ug ly o l d 
p e o p l e a r o u n d " He pred ic ts t ha t by t h e end 
o f t h e c e n t u r y i t w i l l be a p r o b l e m equa l t o 
t o d a y ' s rac i sm S m g o r p lead a l l w e w a n t , 
" G o d BJess A m e r i c a / ' ou r c h a n t o r p lea is 

being drowned out by the louder voice of our 
scapda lpus t e s t i m o n y t h a t we are u n w i l l i n g 
t o i jeverence h u m a n l i fe in its go lden years. 

W e m i g h t w e l l r e f l ec t on t he empt iness Of 
ou r e x p e c t a t i o n s o f d i v i n e b less ing o n . 

A m e r i c a b y r eca l l i n g t h e pos i t i on t h e e l de r l y 
c o m m a n d e d a m o n g God 's chosen p e o p l e 
The j u d a i c c o m m u n i t y l a c c o u n t e d i t at g rea t 
d i v i n e b less ing fo r a person t o have a t t a i n e d 
m a n y years I t was t h e e lders o f t h e T w e l v e 
Tr ibes o f Israel who 1 h e l d t h e p r o m i n e n t 
leadersh ip ro les in t h e b i b l i c a l c o m m u r | i t y I t 
was t h e aged pa t r i a r ch ' w h o c o u l d re icount 
t h e sacred h i s t o r y o f Israel a n d c o u l d revea l 
God 's pu rpose f o r His peop le - The p r o m i h e n t 
p recep t f o r t h e c o m m u n i t y ' s law was t o 
h o n o r one 's e lders (Exodus 20 12) ' 

O u r s o c i e t y i ns tead has e q u a t e d t h e v a l u e 
o f h u m a n l i fe w i t h v i t a l i t y , y o u t h f u l n e s s ' a n d 
p r o d u c t i v i t y A n y aspec t o f l ife1 f o u n d l a c k i n g 
in t hese qua l i t i e s does n o t j m e n t o u r c o n c e r n 
W e have s u c c u m b e d t o i t he i va lue system 
p r o m o t e d b y c o m m e r c i a l i s m W h a t f s j j t he 
p h i l o s o p h y o f l i f e p r e a c h e d e a c h d a y o n 

television and radio, -ml newspapers %nd 
magaz ines , o n a t t r ac t i ve b i l l boa rds j tbel t 
c l u t t e r t ne landscape? "Preserve y o u r y o u t h ­
f u l l o o k at a l l costs. A v o i d t he charac te r i s t i cs 
o f o l d age Be-accep ' ted in [society " Th i s 
requ i res , o f course , t n e use o f t h e c o r r e c t 
cosme t i cs , t h e p roper t i n t t o cove r y o u r 
grayness, regu la r v is i ts t o t h e h e a l t h spas, rand 
a w h o l e l i t any o f sa l v i f i c o i p t m e n t s t o m o l l i f y 
t h e ag ing process i ' « 

P r o d u c t i v i t y has b e c o m e ano the r measu re 
o f h u m a n w o r t h I suppose i t a l l began w i t h 
t h e Indus t r i a l R e v o l u t i o n w h e n m a n w a s 
g radua l l y r ep laced b y tKe e f f i c i e n t m a c h i n e 
The c o m p u t e r age w h j c h fo l lowed^ i t m a d e us 
m o r e soph i s t i ca ted in ou r e v a l u a t i o n o f 
h u m a n w o r t h W e b e c a m e n u m b e r s fed i n t o 
a system ra ther t h a n i n d i v i d u a l s wi th , , a 
u n i q u e persona l c o n t r i b u t i o n to. o f f e r ' t o 

-soc ie ty This c y b e r n e t i o r e v o l u t t o n has 
f u r t he r l o w e r e d t h e age o f r e t i r e m e n t a n d has 
cons igned m o r e a n d m o r e t o t h e sen tence o f 
d i s p l a c e m e n t a n d d isposa l , geared t o w a r d 
f ree ing o u r soc ie t y f r o m a b u r d e n i n g 
p r o b l e m The nex t l og i ca l step, fo r o u r 
ph i losophers is t o r e c o m m e n d t h e u n i q u e 

^ e f f i c i e n t m e a n s o f d i s p l a c e m e n t a n d 
d isposa l N e e d I w a r n you | - eu thanas ia is 
just a r o u n d t h e co rne r and w e h a v e m a n y 
a l ready anx ious ly po ised t o w r i t e i t d o w n as 
' t he law o f ou r l a n d ' ' 

With the problem simply stated as Imore 
and m o r e e lde r l y ' w i t h f ewe r and f e w e r w h o 
care, w e ask h o w t h e t r e n d can be reversed 

This past year, the Catholic Church in 
A m e r i c a has g iven us a ca l l t o - a c t i o n 
t h r o u g h a Respeet Li fe Program i n t e n d e d as a 
w a y o f gene ra t i ng a c o l l e c t i v e awareness o f 
ou r Chr is t ian respons ib i l i t ies t o b u i l d an 
A m e r i c a n s o c i e t y based o n jus t i ce a n d 
peace I o f f e r he re t h e h i g h l y p rac t i ca l 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o f t he B ishops ' C o m m i t t e e 
respons ib le fo r th is p rog ram 

1 O u r bas ic p rob lems cari b e so lved 
o n l y b y a f u n d a m e n t a l reo rde r ing o f 
t h e va lues o f o u r soc ie t y ' 
2 The Church Community must speak 
out] and voice its concern for human 
d i g n i t y a t every stage i n l i fe , c iear jy 
a c k n o w l e d g i n g t h a t every i n d i v i d u a l 
is c rea ted in t he image o f G o d 

3 Th6 C h u r c h C o m m u n i t y m u s t seek 
t o b g i l d a l i v i n g ; f e l l o w s h i p o f 
be l ievers in w h i c h ag ing persons w i l l 
f i n d m u t u a l copcern j a n d r e s p e c t 
4 T h e C h u r c h C o m m u n i t y m u s t serve 
as a n 1 acjvocate1 f o r • o l de r persons in 
d e m a n d i n g a d e q u a t e jmed i ca l care , an 

' a d e q u a t e s tandard ; - o f l i v i n g , i n -
i d e p e n d e n c e , o p p o r t u n i t y f o r soc ia l 
• e n r i c h m e n t , a n d a c h a n c e t o c o m ­

m u n i c a t e a n d c o o p e r a t e w i t h o the rs . 
' In t h i s i t w i l l ! g jve i , w i tness t o its 
. g e n u i n e interest: i n t h e a g i n g , a n d sp 
, a f f i r m I t h e d i g n i t y o f m a n a n d t h e 
e jichness of his gqldejn years^ 
, JS T h e par ish should.fo,e m o r e | a w a r e o f 

a l l agenc ies and ' serv ices i n t e n d e d t o 
! h e l p t h e ag ing Th is Hs pas to ra l care 

reaching out to a l&rge segment of 
l
f each parish — ( and] r«sks only the 
I r e w a r d i n g eftWt Qf . assur ing t h e 

i elderly that they Irave a unique 
, c o n t r i b u t i o n t o m a k e Sp t h e l i f e o f t h e 
i C h u r c h t h a t n o 'one e lse can l j r hake . 

. 1 ' >"1: . \ ••' 
| I t is a lways an exper ience o f t h e j oy o f t h e 

Resur rec t ion t o k n o w thaj t y o u a te l o v e d a n d 
arp needed As Pastorofj theJDiocese I now 
rejoice in thejopportunitf XQ challenge those 
i n . ou r area w h o f o r - p o l i t i c a l o r . m o n e t a r y 
m o t i v e s are i s h u t t l i n g j j ou r " e l d e r l y i n t o 
l oca t i ons w h i c h depr ive! , t h e m o f serv ices 
t hey need a n d 'deserve t o u p h o l d t he i r 
persona l d i g n i t y .j 

i i ' '1'i -' i ' '•; • 
I w r i t e 1 a l l [of th is as a i pe rson a I t r i b u t e t o 

t h e elder>ly w h o have been = t o m e a great 
b less ing j l jdetest bu r j soc ie ty a n d ; its 
p h i l o s o p h y t h a t h a v e re lega ted t h e m t o - o u r 
mos t neg lec ted m i n o r i t y , I t • has a l ready 
c o n d e m n e d * i tse l f j 

h -

I e m b r a c e w i t h ^ a l l l ' m y hear t these 
beat i tudes, for; t he f r iends o f t he aged a n d I 
t h a n k G o d fo r t he o p p o r t u n i t i e s t h a t 1 h a v e 
had t o toufch the i r l ives a n d t o sense t h e j o y ' 
o f jthejir y o u t H j 

> 1 Blessed are t h e y w h o unders tand 
jmyi f a l t e r i ng s t e p ^ n d . pa ls ied hands . . 
j i * I . ]f 
t jBlesseri are t hey vvho k n o w t h a t 
j m y tears j today m ust s t r i ve t o ca t ch t h e 
( th ings t i hey =say. ] 
t • ' . ! • 

Iknoivf t h a t 
iLvits;: are [s low. 

are. they, who seem to 
my.ey.es are dim,and my 

•s 
are tr|ey., w i t h a- chee ry 

>t6p t o c h a t i f b u t awhrte. i 
Blessed 

Smi le w h o 

} •• ' \ 
I B lessed are t h e y w h o never say: 
f 'You 've t o l d t ha t s tory m a n y t imes 

j Blessed I are t h e y w h o k n o w t h e 
Ways.- t o ~ b r i n g b a c k m e m o r i e s o f 

Yesterdays, 
• Blessed 

Rich 
r-tflf 

m 

h o t a l o n e . 

are they ' w h o m a k e i t 

I'm loved, respected and 

J .pray t h a t a l l o f us m a y be so b lessed! 

United Nations, N.Y. [RNS] -
Pope Paul VI has appealed to the 
developed nations to promote a 
new lifestyle that will exclude 
both excessive consumption' and 
"those superfluous needs tbat are 
of ten ar t i f i c ia l l y engendered 
through the , use of 4he mass 
media -by a limited segment of 
society in search of riches "\ 

The pontiff issuedthe message 

to coincide w i th the opening of 
the special session of jthe U N 
General Assembly to discuss the 
subject of raw materials and 
development. * 

"The message was handed to 
Secretary General Kurt W/aldheim 
by the permanent Vatican Ob­
server t o the U N . / Msgn 
Giovanni Cheli. ; 

Disputes Pope Paul 
Stand On Jerusalem 

Jerusalem [RNS] - Israel's 
Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi Shlomo 
Coren has taken issue with Pope 
PauK-sOver the future status of 
Jerusalem , 

i 
The pontiff, in 3n address at a 

general audience on April 10, 
called for fan appropriate statute 
with ' international guarantees for 
the Hjoly G ty — Jerusalem — and 
convenient juridical protection 
for the Holy Places." 

y i . ' 

Rabbi Goren, the leader o f the 
country's Askenazic (or Western) 
Jewish community, laHiled* the 
Pope's call "a merely : political 
demand, w i t hoa t basis t i n ; 
religious or historical ;'justice>" 

A spokesman 
later said that the secretajry 
general was "deeply satisfied by 
the interest of the Pope m the 
U N session " 

Waldheim, noted that ; t i e 
thinlcihg^bf' the4pontiff ion; t;his 
Subje^^dificide|ltwith/fi(is bVws^ 

. .--: -\-\:'.i': .a /-•-.. .-*'.' ,. " j. </••'•• 
Waldheim, opened the. spec al 

session \Q% ,the • "BSmatitm 
tjrganfeatiprf by/, s^ing,. that.s ix 
fuhdaftjentel fesyes,iind;ludingitlre 
pre^surls by | ro j i^ng, p^pulaticn 
for dwindling,, resoii/des; "cphr 
stiMeafp^tenB.alllhreat. to ' wor d 
peace vand welt peing.f . ' ; 

He said that Jerusalem's Holy 
Places "were never ras' Well 
protected or as ! accessible t o 
members of all faiths as now, to reliev 
under Israeli ..rule;. 

'nee^':vf|o|'.';..jrgg^aj''. i^f. ,j deteir" 
t n l r p ^ f C l^«eMifiSte^"'nHass" 
p^€^i^tle^'fM<6^lm0^cy:, 
plans '"%<>'• fn |et ; r g j b b a l " fpod; 
err>ergeAc1esj; ' f ie^Tirfi inatibn' of 
was3r^ a r id t ^ r t s e ^ t M r i i - o f 
energy; substantial dearrriament 

e pressure on resources, 
and an effective world monetary 

i 

j , 

Pope Paul did no | mention the 
population issue ipfhis message. J 
Instead, he appealed t o I r M m- \ 
dustnahzed cbuhtrtes ~to make ; 
greater efforfcj t o 'forego their-; 
immediate aiijyantages.' 

v ; ^e? c^tibneidI I hk t - & lifestyle 
;Jbase^x.!:br)V-''<iey^;'-"^Batse/..,.-conr 
" sumption has ''dele|eriouS effects 
on njiture and the] envirpnmeht 

".and & a l | y on* the moral fiber on 
•man : h imsel f j esffecialjy the 
youtl | ." 'T | - , 

T h | Pope said tha j i t was of the 
.' utmost necessity f$>r the world 
comrf)uriity & pridgje the growing," 
gap bep^m. the. rich and the 
poW^r/ul | n a t i o h | | and those 
whos|s • t r ue , devejopment; is 
narrJr^red by so mejny obstacles. 
This tequlries a change In the 
situa|on> he said, so that raw 
mater ia ls , br ing a just .and 
jequrtable r*ieasureT0f human well 
being to those who produce 
them.- i -

The poptiff quoted from a 1961 
statement by, the late Pope "John 
XX) 11 who said, "Through the 
goodwill o f ^ I t the riches of this 
wprldjmust serve the true benefit 
of alt — as? they were indeed 

: destined by the Creator, who in 
his bountiful! providence has put 
them at the disposal o f the whole 
of mankind/4. . V 

' . Pppe Paul Warned that despair <, 
wou ld beset the poor and 

: powerless, | shou ld t he in-
4 ternaj jonal _; commun i t y no t 

respond tb their needs. H e i a i d 
! this idespalr ;would spur therri to 
\ "aggressive search o f methods, 
• o ther fhaw internat ional 
cooperation fa gain what they 

^consider to bfe their economic 
. r ^h ts^ : !; . j 

He said^that.the giving of aid, 
however laudable and necessary, 
"is not suffieijent to promote the . 
full measure, jof human dignity ,»J 
required py the solidarity'. of 

, mankind under.the fatherhood of ; 
• G o d . ' ' ; - ! ) * • . % 

\ ! 1 i l ! ; *•«: 
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