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Parish School Thrives 
With All Lay Teachers 

[ ByPATPETRASKE 
i 

i-A school without sisters ts not a 
Catholic School Right? , 

Wrong 

iSt John of Rochester in 
Permton continues to have a 
parish school despite t h e 
departure last year of its two 
refraining sisters, who entered 
other ministries 

"A l t hough the parish was 
loath-to see the sisters depart 
the f a c f b f the matter is that the 
school continues to flourish/' 
sa id Father V incen t Collrns, 
pastor He terms-; the reaction 
"panicky, unfounded thinking" his cigar 
that the school would fail and 
eventually close ' , 

faculty and is [among only „20O 
schools in the country which do 
not have /eligibus personnel jas 
teachers or administrators. Father 
Collins believes that an all-jay 
school is a " rea l * de f in i te 
plausible alternative" | to , tjhe-> 
typical Catholic school t 

He^ also 'terms his school I a 
' 'p ro to type of the future;/ ' 
because Jfewer (women i are en
tering, the convent and fewer-
sisters are choosing teaching1 as a 
vocation ''Nuns consider other 
ministries to bermore- meaningful 
than the humdrum work pi 
classroom teach ing, " f Father 

teaching sisters last year and 430 
two years ago f n 1961 there were 
820 sisters Reaching in the 
diocese ' -« . 

i * j 
-i The. question of whether S t 
John would elose when the, sisters 
left was never considered, ac-" 
cording to Father Collins ' 'Many 

^parents, however, thougfa the 
'school would close Jbyfitself 
because parents _ would! stop 
sending their" children rhere,"" 
Father Collins said Enrollment, 
did drop slightly .(less tharT fiye 

Collrns said, emphasizing his 
words'with an occasional bite on -

per 'cent) which ,the 
beheyes is the direct result 

'vocal opposition.. 

pastor 
of the 

.whose 

SJt. John's is the ' on l y 
elementary Catholic school in the 
diocese that has an all-lay 

Presently there are eight 
religious orders in the diocese; 
with a total of 312 sisters who 

TheJ Sisters Jof Mercy, 
order "staffed St John's, nasi a new 
personnel polijcy. Vacancies no 
longer are ril led by appointment 
The- srsters now apply for" 
posit ions t h a t - a r e . l open i 

teach in grammar school Tfie Traditionally, a parish is staffed 
number Has declined from 343 

Blessed Tr in i ty 's first S tudent Counc i l off icers are L inda -
Guzman", treasurer [left:]? Gary V i v e n z i o , v i ce president; 

M a r y Rowley , secretary, a n d Sharon A v ino , president. , 

Blessed trinity Elects ' 
First Student Council \ 

Student Council elections were 
another first for Blessed Trinity 
School which opened its door last 
September following the con
solidation of three of Auburn's 
parochial schools. 

During a presentation before a 
gathering of the 220 junior,high 
students, 'individual candidates 
addressed themselves to reasons 
why Blessed Trinity should have a 
student council and what their 
goals would be i f elected " I 

The voting resulted | 
election; o f 'Sharon Avino 

the 

' b y sisters f r o m only, one 
congregation, although. a| sister 
from another order can apply for 
a position in that parish. Positions 
in the inner city school and as 
religious education coordinators 
ana pastoral assistants are "non-
congregational;" -*- , 
* J *~ , \ * 

• Father Collins * said that the 
school's education committee 
serit a-list o f "vacancies to every 

" order in the diocese as well as to> 
orders around t he country "The t 

'religious, orders are-having dif-
< f icu l ty- s ta f f ing thei r own , 
schools," he reported 

Sister Mary_'John "Van ,Atta/ 
public relations director^for Jthe ^ 

^Sisters of St Joseph, explained 
* that "We feel ian o b l i g a t i o n ^ 
staff-'the parishes we're already 
involved in " She added that lack 
of numbers prevents the Sisters of 
5t~jkj>sepfi from,branching jout^tq 
other parishes t j j 

^ Their personnel policy allows 
the sisters t o apply or to , jbe 
appointed to a vacant position 

Father Col l ins and Fathers 
Joseph Gorman/associate pastor > 
at St John's, noW~teach religion 
each week at the school. I < 

sisters should apply-to {fill future 

J O H N M c K I E R N A N i r 

vacancies. 

St John's school Is- now "living 
in a fish' bowl f"^\lcKiernah ob
served 'The peoplt are watching 
us. They havehigne r expectations 
than patents of jiublic school 
students and are coking for a 
system vjrith more discipline We 
want to show „ t i a t we're a 
Catholic school in everyjsense of 
the w o r d " , , j . 

as John Patrick McKiernan, the 
president, Gary Vivenzio. vicef youthful" principal at St John's, 
president; j Mary Rowley] 
secretary and Linda Guzman; 
treasurer. t * - i * \ 

J ' r 

Individual junior high;,home 
room i representatives -elected 
included| Mary Burke, t Laurie, 
Gardner, Michele Pitcher1, Brian 
Bourke^ T i m Craszko, Jeanne} 
Donohue, and John Brennan 

Pope Cracks Down 
On Secrets Leaks 

I , i t • . ( N 
1 Vatican Gly [HNS] — JPbpq Under the new rules, thei 
Pai|l has ordered a drive ending strictest secrecy is imposed pnl 
information leaks of official "al l those who have culpabh/ 
Church "secrets" to unauthorized gained) knowledge of documents J 

or questions protected i jy,f 
pontifical; secret, or who, having 
gained i knowledge withoujt guilt, 
knowwith,certainty that they are >• 
s t i l l c o v e r e d . by pont i f i ca l t 
secrecy^ ' _ , j j 

As for sanctions, the'directive ,l 

persons _ ~ 

A three-page directive made! 
public here-March 14 enumerated 
matters fa l l i ng under the" 
c lassi f icat ion o f ' ' p o n t i f i c a l 
secrets "~ It" threatened violators' 
w i th "sanctions commensurate"1 

with the offense. 

The new "instructions," which' 
stressed the, biblical observation 
that there is "a t ime to keep] 
silepce and a time t a speak/1 
were signed by Vatican Secretary 
o f State Cardinal Jean Vi l lo t / 
l i ppn the approval o f Pope P^ulJ 

• i 

( Inducted in the directive under-
the 'rubric of ''pontifical secrets" 
were Church business'transacted 
by the Secretariat of State and its 
allied Council for the Piiblic 
Affairs of the Church,,as wel l as 
official information concerning 
proposed appointments o f 
Bishops and other high prelates. 

praised" the "cooperation i of the 
eight-member staff with the 
pastors, who, i mainta in the 
school's Christian atmosphere 
withtBible sessions, Lenten vigils 
and* First Frrday devot ions 
Coupled with this,atmosphere is 
the schoof's ability to compete 
academically .with -the public 

"schools s
 t , 

f i 
One advantage of an all-lay 

faculty is that «f have the vop-^ 
portunity to select the staff o f the 
school If the school is staffed by 
an order, t he administrator 
usually does not have a say in the 
choice of teachers," McKiernan 
said , 

r 
On the other hand, there is a 

disadvantage in that the students 
no longer have daily contact with 
religious I McKiernan feels this 
contact ' encourages- vocations. 

He added that St John's might" 
again >have religious personnel if 

GeVa Umsh 

LOLL'S PHARMACY 
R. CrLOLL, PHARMACIST) 

PRESCRIPTIONS 
OUR MAIN BUSINESS" I i 

^ 
OPEN TIL 11PM DAILY $ 

g: 903 DAVIS ST. ELMIRA 

£ 

i iS HE -̂8874J l | 

& KH ^ 

April 1-8 is GeVa Week 
GeVa E v e n i n g s Tuej.-Wed.-Thurt., 5:45 p.m. 

Fri.-Sat., 8 p.m. ',' [ 

2 p.m. i w i 

H o u r s Mon. through Fri., 12:15 pjn. 
Have y§f kniM,jwt JMMI Mttcriitiii jit? Snitji fir pMpt. 

L W 1 6 8 C 
^ T Form 

168 Canton Avrtnu* South, Rocrwstar, New York 14604; 
Fw Won riationCail: 7 1 6 | 2 3 2 - 1 3 6 3 "-

WOMEr^S RETREAT 

' Horaeheads - A,retreat for 
women of St Mary Ou f Mother 

,,. i Church'wi l l be'hetd May,10,11 
_ . J. 1 ^ ^ t . .. .y III j anr f t2« t the Vil la o f Our Lady of 
Observes said the Vatican has \ ^ pocorios Car pools wi l l be 

been upset t b y . , premature fo^ ^ an ieve rgy saving 
d i s c l o s u r e s c o n c e r n i n g measure Miss Mary RtzGeraW is 
documents that Pope Paul wai „ i n chargeof the program and cair 
about to issue, ^and by in^ ^ c o n tac ted a t 734-7439 for 
format ion^ leaks pertaining t o 
proceedings of high Vaticar 
tribunals 4 - • '' -

said i t would be "commersura^e 
with the1 offense and the damage 
it has caused \ There was no 
elaboration t 

' • ' f i 

According-to the instructions,^ 
official secrets would be confined f 

t o cardinalsy bishops, advisers and; 

further inlbrrnatron. 

- V 

otheiS sworn 
secnfcy" 

into ,"pontifical | '271-7414 I. 
Home Healing Inc. ' 

271-4650 I 

i M BEIBff 4 SOS 
JfunerplHome 

\± I I 
139 W a l n u t St. i I 

Dia l 936-9121 

Corn ing ; N . Y : 

i 

Want to save i 4t 

money on food equipment 
and supplies ? 

" j -' < i 

SPECIAL DISCOUNTS TO ALL 
CHURCHES and REUGI0US 

RGANIZATIONS 
i f • 

Ready to serve you ., 
with the finest in food service 

equipment & supplies ! 
. ; . . . . . . . . . ^ 

A/A DC . ' I 

LASS WARE 
AR SUPPLIES 

a BlUFiFET SERVICE 
TTTT r iTi in is §• • m m i >f 

i 

.dr.. 
J 

cable- wiedemer inc. 
2 ^ 2 9 1 CENTl lM.sAN^»RC^ESTERJJ»71&454 r7494 ^ / , 
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