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Compassionate Jesus 
By Bi 

la commoii temptation fori all of us to 
reject words o f Wisdom which disturb our 
copsciencetby saying in self-defenjse that the 

speaker or |wnter is 
operating in isolation from 

'reality — that jhe doesn't 
'understand our! problems 

er 

i 
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The temptations of Jesus' jplfesented to us 
in a Gospel of early Lenten reflection assure 
us that Jesus was subjected ft© the pains of 
growth which are the comnji^n human ex
perience The devij suggests! thai Jesus, use 
His power as "Son of Gpd" to| do the bidding 
of His people to give them |tpe bread they 

If he only kneWl what we thought they wanted, rather Irian.- the bread 
had to endure' | we say 
he would alteif his Ivory 

,tdwepphilosophy of life ' 

'1 

M a n y o f us j h a v e b e e n 

I s h o c k e d b y r e c e n t "por

t r a y a l s o f Jesus C h r i s t 

w h i c h i h a v e d e p i c t e d H i m 

a s s o u t t e r l y h u m a n 

T h o u g h t h e s a m e f a i t h 

assures (is t h a t H e is t r u e G o d a n d t r u e m a n , 

w e have , i n s t i n c t i v e l y p u t ' g r e a t e r stress o h t h e 

f i r s t part, o f o u r C r e d o . , W e a r e t e m p t e d t a 

"sayj as t h e a d o l e s c e n t r e s p o n d e d i:o t h e h i g h 

s c h o o l t e a c h e r o f r e l i g i o n w h o Wc s t r y i n g t o 

t e a c h t h e h u m a n r i e s s o f C h r i s t j ' A w , Jesu^ 

w a s n e v e r r e a l l y lilce u s j H e h a d i t m a d e . H e 

a l w a y s k n e w H e ' d w i n o u t W h o e se h a d l i f e 

t h a t e a s y ? " I \ 

~ \ ' r 
St Paul gave the answer to this objection 

— and surely he was at a'greatjsr vantage 
p o i n t f o r r e f u t a t i o n 

ISince He was Himself tested 
J • • rr I i . ,+ (What 1 H e s u f f e r e d , H e j s a b l e 

t h o s e w h o a r e t e m p t e d 
2 ta)!"Forrwe ' ' * 

w n o js u n a b L — - , . , » -

weakness, but one who was terppted in 

t h a v e a h i g h p r i es t 

e t o s y m p a t h i z e w i t h o u r 

ejveryj 

"k1 
way that we are/-* (Hebrews 4 15) 

o n _ t h o u g h H e w a s . H e 

o'bedience 'from what He s 
(Hebrews 5 8} | . 

through 
to help 

(Hebrews 

that Jesus knew] they neededj. At this point; 
He was tempted to be the wj|nder^Worke;r to 
provide the physical food I t ia t a, hungry 
people obviousjfy needed. ||e could have 
settled by acceding to| theirf request rather 
than by offering a promise |ff eternal lifel 

i - i 4 - • 
The second temptation Was to perform 

the spectacular — and all wpfi d take notice. 
This was the temptation to bypass the human 
— to say, "Who needs fishermen and -tax 
c o l l e c t o r s a s * p r o p s in t h e fdr iarna o f : M y ' 

spectacular epiphany?" Bu|j' He replied, 
saying that His preference |vjas ~tb be like 
Jonah, emerging(from the deptfe of 'obscurity, 
to be belched forth after suifpergehce in a 
sea of trials. 

t 

T h e t h i r d t e m p t a t i o n 1 o f f e r e d M l m a l l t h e 

k i n g d o m s o f t h e w o r l d i f ;lfe^ W o u l d o n l y 

worship Satan Jeslis' answef indicates the 
nature of the temptation Qxffe He jreinoved 
His a t t e n t i o n f r o m ^ h e g l o r y a p d praise! o f H i s 

F a t h e r , m u c h c o u l d b e e a s i l y ' j u s t i f i e d as. 

s e r v i c e t o H i s _ m i s s i o n L \ . J ;" 

— \ i • i - • •: 

It was the Spirit that le<| jWirrr ;into the 
t h e svibjtle 

npiniStcy t h a t 

• ! ! ' ' : . ' . J * "' •- '• :' 
i Recent dramatijEatipns of the life, of Christ 

shocked rr any people because they depicted 
Jesus as sjo utterly r|uman. (JesusChrist Super-
Star and? (jodspelil) Without analyzing the 
merits oil these..-productions,.they did handJe 
Jesus' humanity niofe correctly than some 
overly pipits religipfis books which place Him 
on ]a pedeital far-removed from'the reality of 
thei stnug-g es of our lives. 

• •• - \ \ " F < • ! • 4 

The Gospels indicate that Jesus' youth 
was normal — that f ie progressed steadily " in 
wisdom ar d age a|id grace" before God 'and 
meh." (L;u <e 2:52)! In His pubReirfe He is 
described as profelsing ignorance at times, 

-arid as '{seeking iitiforraation^ (Mark 5:30; 
13;32) He found fthe need for prayer to 
discern His Father'^willand regularly sought 
seclusion fjrom the distractions 'of life. And it 
was the natural hu|pan reaction'to the Cross 
that forced Him to cry out,•'"My God, My 
God, why have Ye|u 'forsaken Me?" 

i • " ! i • 
The same faith that teaches; us that Jesus 

was truly t od, also {assures us that He was< but 
on,e[ .perspii-arrd tf»at)full manhood is in-

/tegrated^|th|,divin|ty fn Him. To believe in 
fMi: incarnation m|ans to believe that the 
Sbn o f G o c a c t u a l l y f b e e a m e o n e o f a s e x c e p t . 

iO'Siin, th| l l - . is , i r i s a l i h g , ' N o ' t o H i s O t h e r ' s 

yyiiij; He sjayed us, r|bon;Iy by iflis death and 

^ff?; 

l e a r n e d 

o f f e r e d " 

d e s e r t t o b e t e m p t e d 

pervers ions^of H i s p e r s o n anj f j 

would be suggested to Hlm^Mhg Wis life. 
He was free to succumbj to^^rri 'prtQ resist 
t b e m , o t h e r w i s e , o u r r e d e m p t i o n h a s b e e n 
w o n a t t h e p r i c e o f c o e r c i o n . "Bheifact t h a t . H e 
d i d n o t c o m p r o m i s e H is p e r s o n , n o r p e r v e r t 
HiS| mission give's us reasob.,'jtri praijse' ..Hl-m. 

rjesjurrectjjon, but aljp by confronting human 
iife| morn'fent by mlment, weathering small 
and grea|-pises tha|t arose from one day to 
the] next J He was tempted. He experienced 
di^ppojjnfment, ifruMratipn, and real 
lone i ines? 

.-i 
L e n t i s 4 g o o d t i r | e t o r e m i n d o u r s e l v e s o f 

thejnearnjes s of the llord to our needs and our i 
trials. He jean say, "l|have compassion on t h e ! 
m u l t i t u d e s " b e c a u s e } H e has l i t e r a l l y s u f f e r e d | i 
witl j i us . j 

Per-
the 

fit '* 

Fellow 
Bishop* 
Support 
Basque 
i f Madrid [[RMS] — The 
^ a n e n t Commissror iyof 
jSpanish Bishops' Conference}- — 
headed^by Cardinal Vincente 
Enrique y Tarancon of Madrid — 
has given L its full backing to 
jBishop Antonio Anoveros Ataun 
of Bilbao in his dispute with the 
Madrid government 
1 The government has accused 
the bishop of undermin ing 
national unity by authorizing a 
sermoh ca l l ing f o r greater 
freedom for Spain's Basques to 
preserve tljeir cultural identity r 

+, Fo l lowing a n a l l -day 
emergency session of the 
episcopal | standing committee 
March 8, the bishops issued a 
statement] affirming their 
' j f ra ternaH arjd cordial c o m 
munion witrr the Bishop o t ' 
Bilbao]" and i proclaiming the 
right of any bishop y'to the free 
and full exercise of his spiritual 
power, and of his jurisdiction," as 
well as1 the right "to project the 

Vatican-
Paul' pai'dl 
Pius XI I ' 

q t y [R1SIS] 
warm' tribute toj, f|ope 

[wheh he ! addressejd a 

• rfppe rationality and to the deposit oj 
I Rope the| ruths of Faith.'f \ . ' ' J 

authori t ies on ly w i th trie 
authoijizauon of the Holy See 

'•Jhe government^ threatened to 
i ight 6i Christian principles'on a abrogate - t h e church-sta ie 
concre te { tempora l prob lem 
vyhichj concerns the Catholics of 
his own diocese7 ' ' 
i Members of the commission 

include Cardinal Narciso Jubany '• 
Arnau \ of Barcelona and Ar
chbishop I M a r c e l o Gonza lez 
Martin^ of Toledo, the Roman 
Catholic Primate o f Spain 

tiOffefing a virtual challenge to 
the government, the bishops 
emphasized that it was "the 
competence of - the Holy See to 
judge with! authority the pastoral 
actions of the ̂ bishops." 

' I f civil power believes it finds 
• in any concrete action a violation 
of juridical order," they said, "it is 
up t o i t t o bring: action, using 
concordatory channels " i 

ft r -\ } 
- U n d e r t h e , Spain-Vat ican 

Concordat of 1953, bishops can 
, be Brought to t r ia l by civil 

i 

agreement, following its un 
successful attempts t o force the 
ouster of Bishop Anoveros I 

The Basque prelate, who had 
been under virtual house arrest at 
his residence in Bilbao in the 
wake of the reading of his serrrton 
Masses throughout the Province 
of Vizcaya on Feb 24 , was 
allowed to come to Madrid ;for 
meetings with Church authorities, 
i n c l u d i n g ^ A r c h b i s h o p Liiiki 
Dadaglio, the papal nuncio \ j 

He I attended part o f the 
emergency session of the bishops' 
Permanent Commission, making 
a formal report on the Feb | 24 
sermon, which was entitled, 
"Christianity — Message| of 
Salvation for Peoples " 

The commission's statement 
summarized the .bishop's report 
I t said t h e bishop referred 
critically to "some interpretations 

of the homily," a reference to a 
government note tjbat |ccused 
him of attacking national uniity 
and sowing civil di$cord4 

I Bishop Anoveros ^aid trfat Wch 
charges were "especially fpainful 
and unacceptable" | to sfrnedne 
who had demonstra ted 
throughout his [career his 
"constant love of| Spairi and 
respect and loyalty t o ' national 

unity" i j ' - f- •' ' 
I The commission s - statement 

concluded that Bishop Arjoveros' 
hbmily hadt"no political Intent," 
and was aimed? o r | y a t 
' ' i l l umina t ing in a Christ ian 
manner the consciences of 
Catholics o n a tberrb, , ,W| |^T, in. 
the opinion of B i s h # j % w e r o s 

required pastoral guidance." 

crowd ifi-St. Peter's Square jfqf his 
customary .Sunday blessing on 
March 101 " '. j 

St was [Paul's first piibUi; ap-
pelarancejafter suffering are«:piht 
attack or influenza. He !Spoke._ 

v from a window in the Apostolic 
Palace overlooking the siquare. 

•• r . i i . :-; 
Noting ithat .Marcjh 12 :n|iarked 

{the 35tn! anhiyersary .of, Ithe 
ijeorohatiop pf Pope jPius'XIl, "pur 
jyenerated predecessor/ ' i pope 
.-'Paurrecal'led the fact that (je had 

| tserytd in Jthe Vatican Secretariat 
'of State under Piusi 
':' ' . r .! 
5 "For many years f said; IRitil, 
* w e were at his direct and daily 

[ ilervice and could! enjoy his 
authoritative, but at the same 
t ime , very simple ipnd p4tpn.al 
.conversation." 
fi » • 1 • " ' ! • i i • - ' 
, Paul,saijd his predelcessorjwas^ a 
jirnan of. .wid^ranging iriterje rts: 
:i"He w a i ' always studibus M d 
open to rnodern waVs of research 
and culture, always' strong and 
coherent jri his fidelity bothj to 
t h e pr inciples p f hjunjian 

"t ideed," Paul affirmed, "I t 
und|r this aspect that we still 
consider Pius XI:! a s a i o r e r u n n / 
of t | e Second Vatican Councilj 

^1 

"^nally," said Paul, "we mul t 
remember Pius XII as a strong a rp 
iovii|g man in his defense M 
justice and peace, in hi^ concejri 
for ^ e r y human misfortune . 
especially duringhhe period |>f 
Wor|d War I I . " \ 

f. • 

Pqjbe- Pius X I I , Paul em
phasized, never consc iou j ly 
raile| to interveijie'̂ any time "the 
supreme values • of the life &a id 
d i g n g y o f man Were in darigir. 

" In fact, he always dared, .jn 
concrete and , d i f f i cu l t o r-
cumftanees, to do as much as was 
in h|5 power to prevent^aiy 
inhuijhan anq" unjust gesture." 

Y - : i - • V . 
Pope Paul's last remarks im re 

seenjias alluding, to controye sy. 
over Ihe wartime' rble of Prus) I I , 
stem|i ing from charges thajt he 
did riot speak-out against-Njizi 
persecution of Jews and otf ter 
•atroc|ties. 

! : 

Regtonkl cobrdihatorsi, jth'e 
"three bishops arid the direetdr of 
pastoral ' m in is t ry ! w i l l ! don-
celebrate : this yeaij's Mass; of 
Chrism and bfessihgj of the pdly 

: bils,slated|ror Tuesday, April f ; a t 
ISt Stephen's- (Siur^h,. G4n|va . . 

T h ^ liturgy ^ffice has 
w o r l l r t g " w i t h parisl) 
demojistrating ways they 
deve i jp tbeideavOf Respect l\ 
a tha t ie eanjied; over frpmv 
,year | Family Life and Hurjian 
Devejopmenji caijripaigns. 

The case of the Bilbao 
involv ing Ithe long-star)ding 
grievances of the B|s||uei 
mirjorjtyc m ' northern t, 
bjeen getting wide atteh 
he has received Wide 
throughout the courjtry. 

• I - To devel^the tlieme of this 
•fear's c e f e b ^ ^ ^hjch is the 
varieties o f healing ministry, the 
jregional coordinators have Deen 
||s|ed to,ma|:e Popple in; each 
'jfegioo aware of . ohe area) 
Icbncern, according to Sister 
. Margaret .Marys Mat t le of jtbe* 
jdiocesan liturgy; office, • 

of 

? ' . , ; • • • . 

Sisaa- said ieach region wo iild 
contribute .a! banner , beai b g 
wordsl "suggesting the dif?erj|n;t 
healir|g ministries. 

f ' 

Aisp present at. the ceremo|Ms 
will be representatives of v a r i f o 
servi<^ organizations. 
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