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Reasons for 
Bills 

Insulating youi- home: t>mti 4 

By Miss Anne S. Fenstermacher 
Staff Assistant-Consumer Affairs 

If youjdeliberately have tried to 
nserve energy recently," have 

explectecLa lower RG&E bill, but 
instead, havej received a higher 

. you are] not alone, and I 
jld like to {explain why. There 

htwo major reasons why bills 
have increased substantially 
dunpg the last two months 

-s- - I . 
justment is figured the same as 

!that fdrj gas. These costs are. 
:\passed on, just as the Cost of 

LivihgCcuneil allows increases in 

TKefirjst reason involves a d{art 
of jhe billjcalled the "cost ofgas 
adjustment "Xs you know, RCj&E 
cannot raise, its rates on its own, 
but must] apply to the* New York 

we Public Service Commission 
for a rate1 increase The request is 

-examined by^the Public Servijce 
Grjmrnission, "public hearings are 
help, and their „ decision an­
nounced about 11 months after 
the 'initial request There are 
exceptions to this (procedure, 
however One is the cost of the 
gas which RG&E buys from its 
supplier Changes in this cost cjan 
legally be passed on to tni 

gasoline, 
(passed op.; 

. The 
• rweather; 
fwelither1 

fuel oil or food to be 

4<§ebnd factor is the 
IjKj&f. k*?e|$ track '••$' 
^©nflifitons using a 

H^ff' syfteni which tnt 
dicates t i e relative coldness of a 
month 'Compared with other. 
'm6nth"s:.T|hif Jofbrrriatibrj; is based, 

figures -a^cl-vyiiI Indicate;whlth^; 
this rhbrittts heating bilf Should ! 

be higher or lower ^hari that bf, 
last month'sheating bill.should 
;be higheWpr - Ip^r than 'that of 
ilastrnpntptor jjbf lail /yla'rth, for 
exarriplev I )egree days are figured, 
by adding ̂ pgether a"-d'a^s high 
and low p^peratures,: ̂ dividing 
by t v r o , „ | r M ^ 
+- the;temberatUre^^htch it, is 
hot'necessary t S heityour house. 
For example, 'if tlfeidayfs'th1gh is 

fhej newest 
insUlajting^ material on the 
residential1 market %s 
petrochemical foam. There 
arej several (different for­
mula^; tnbjst of them 
corisisjfc of al plastic base, a 
foaming a|;#rpf and air. The 
plastic 

the >*, more effective the 
insulation.) It. is; useful in 
placed vyhere space is a t a 
preniifcirh:. The fbamfdMn 

One of the djstinguishins yarikief can be used to get 

special sprayin 
equipment or sold in rigi 
bbards. 

PO 
base; may - be 

ysjiyrenej powureni-
urea;$oMftaJd£hyde 

ot ler. ^Tirese^jprSdu^ 

characteristics; o f foam 
insulat ion is ; its _ 
resistance, to best flow, Its 
R-jvaii-ie per inch often is 
around six,, ClnsuJatiba is 
mjejaifby R ^a l ies j ' - t r i f i 

e 
customer vwthout gang throujsh W i „ d t t i f e J * * i s W t t f e i & j a j 

Mk 
few! jnohths because it is n 
relctively tight supply, and as a 
res J It, the Federal Pow^r* 
Cor lmission i ^ has allowed gas 

j>roJucers j higher prices for the 
.new gas they discover in the 
fields | 

Erery month RG&E—puts tWe 
variable cost of gas adjustment 
rate on your bill To find the gas 
cost adjustment, multiply the 
fact 3r'shown on the bill by the 
number, of hundred cubic-feet 
(ccfl of gas consumed for tHe 
billi lgl period For example-L-
033553x315 ccf= $10 57 , 

i1 

- i I j] 
You will also notice a "fuel cost, 

adjustment)',, rate on your bi|l 
which applies tQ the electrijc 
ener^!jiSti||rges. The change i| 

"^the.'fuef used tip 
fricity is also passe 

The electric ad 

others 

This 

Di^aing^ 
Subtractirig 

two 
gives youi 25IrSubtraf4|rig 25° 
Irorn 65° g;iVeswrithe sariswer 40r 

degree ck) s ifrjjr that day," fQ&E-
divides' it^jsefyice, .area.;; into* 
twenty bill ng. districts; each With 
its own sciie^ule/JjTieter reading,„ 
bill, deliv^yj and p ^ ^ ^ d a t e s . ' 
Some biilir (gjj?$nws' in" fj^?ruajy 
include* more I cold dafs than 

is jHbw fbamed-in insulation comes out of the special 
equipment used to install it. 

ive the past at 
Thef Midd le Ages is 

corr|in| to Rbchester next 

the; cost 
geriejrate elt 
on 

-more, 
it a1| depends jbriyoiir 

billing dlstfict. Some ^billing, 
periods for this'jebruacy jwere as 
much as 28% colder than 
February}WX whjje ptjiersvyere 
up to 8% warriier. f herefpre^lt |s 
important ihatf you Jkhpw what 
dates your jijlcoyers in order to 
determine t le degreeday; hewing 
reqUirerhen s on which your-bill 
is based, I' 

RG&E wil willingly investigate 
any billing inquijrieSi Thejcost of 
gas and fuel cost .adjustments and 
the coldness of t ie weather have 
meant that most customers' bills 
have increased^ loweyer, 

__ .„ i ra i l o c a l s c h o o l 
gropps .will also p e r f o r m , 

morithj: March1 2 - M a r c h 24 Harley School studenjs wilt 
•tKb i Mjemorial Ar t ! Gal lery do | h e "^ lay o f D a n i e l ; " t h e 
w11l]b# transformed jnto a> Brlghtcirj High Schoof 
m e d i e y a r t b w n w i th an inn J 
guild [houses^ a ! cloister 
garden, , booths- w i t h 
medieval wares for s a l e -
all th§'sights] sounds and 

del ights'of l i f e in the 12th-
14th! ctentu'ries. 

a t pjac^s^ also. 

F^amjboards!;can fee used 
: whe|&ve1r a; in lshed ap-
pearitace isdesirei , such as 
a c|ithedrai ceiling or a 
baseinent wall* ;li is easy tp 
install; the boards are cut 
and glued into place. You 
c o u p do this yourself. 
FoaiWinjg^n insu la t ion , 
hovyj^yer, must be done by 
a prbfesslonal with special 
ebuipment. Foam in-
sulalibn is generally ex-
pensiiye whether it's 
foarned-in or -bought in 
boards, but frequently the 
cost|>er R-vaiue per inch is 
compet i t ive w i th other 
materials. In many cases it 
is thb most effeicriye way to 
solve .art ' insulat ing 
problem;, there is con­
troversy! over its flam* 
mabfity; There are. dif-
fererjt grades of. foam 
insulaitioln with different 
amounts! of fireprocifing. 

'* The s Medieval 'Faire is 
b^ing jointly sponsored by' 
the Memorial ' Art ' Gallery, 
the Wornen's Council, and 
the ! Junior tieague o f ' 

rrr, 
From the Home Service £fipartmmt 

Lighting C^nseiVajtion: 
You Can Help Eijiergy conservation ha^ 
became a part of our daily 

back ir to the room 

lives in the^ past monthsij 4 

T h e 111 urn i n a t i n g 
Engineering Society (IES)', 
the recognized l ight ing 
authority in North America! 
has Drepared guidelines tq 
help us do] our part in this 
nation-wide drive , 

. ! ! • 
1. Use slighter finishes onj 

' cj»ilingsj waljs, floorsj 
apd; furnishings Thist 

fives ,' your rooms ai 
i ighterf appearance byj 

reflecting more natural. 
or electrjic lighting ;| 

t2. Turn lights off when', 
they are not ^needed.]' 
You willjuse less energy^ 
by turning < a light or. 
appliance off, and then; 
on again], even just-a few> 
minutes 'later." , * 
C o n t r o l w i n d o w 
brightness. Use daylight 
when possible; at night, 
cover i windows wi th 
l ight1 colored draperies 
ori shades toTef lect light 

ghtir ig 
ean| and in 

e1quip-i 

good 
cond| t ion. 

fxtufes o r ; lamp 

Keep 
ment e 
working 
Dirty fxt^v.., ^. ,.v...K 

shades cut down on the 
amount of, light. [Lamp 
shades w i th whi te 
linings wil l 'reflect .more 
" « « , * , , . ; • : ! . 

Use thisr most efficient 
spurce — the One 

the,! most j fight 
output for the wattage. 
This information can be 
fpund on, either| the, 
package '• or the I bulb 

- itself arid, is expressed in 
jujngis:.,, ' 

always JrbVWe sufficient 
lighting b r i y ^ u r worfc as 
well1 as surround lighting of 
less-Intensity.' Be surb to a 
keej>; lialis and stairyvays ' 
safelby prbyiding adequate 
ligblipg. T^iesfej.fe^ ^teps 
are.ii"eaffl«!remind€5r that 
every ttttlb I bit counts* 

Dtjiring the month you 
wil l see the art; culture and 
quali ty o f l i fe j n France in 
the i late Mijddle Ages 
presented in ap exhibition 
of "a|rt J bbjbcts frbni this ' 
period that are part of the 
Gallery',5 own! col lect ion 
and Are on loan f rom other 
musfums. Shops and 
streets of a mejdieval town 
wil l be I recreated. 

Highllighting the Faire 
days! Koweverj wi l l be a 
series -ojf special events — 
dramk demonstrations, 
musi|cal 'performances, 
puppet shows, strol l ing ', 
min^rels, jugglers, craft 
worl^hops and,storytellers. 

Par^CjipatiJqg; j;n the Faire 
•vi^rW"|#vbraT1vyefl kpown 

madrigal singers w i l l 
perform medieval choral 
mui ic . The earliest known 
Fretjich comedy , "Play of St. 
Nicholas," by Jean Bodel, 
wi l l , be presented' by the 
s tuden ts f r o m t h e 
University of Rochester. 
Also performing wi l l be 
s tudents f r o m C e n e s e o 
State Coljege, ' and the 
Brotikport Student Dance 
Groiipi , 

Directing the entire Faire 
will be CarlZollo. The New 
York State Counci l on the 
Arts has awarded a grant to 
the Gallery to cover some 
of the expenses. 

A l l e v e n t s w i t h t h e 
exception of the dance 
program on March 4 will be 
free with admission to the 
Gallery. 'Saturdays during 
the Faire there will be 
program in the Town 
Square every half hour 
from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.; 
Sundays programs will take 
place every half hour from 
1:30 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. 
Social events wil l take 
place at different times 
during the month. Watch 
the paper for a complete 
listing' of events. 

Foam 
as i|s 

Insulation serves 
»wn . vapor seal, 

therejlore, youL med no 
additiprial barrier with it. 

A 
some 
concjj 
insu 

very hew and 
, experimental 

in residential 
ion is theuseof one^ 

! i rich DO lystyrene boards al I 
j aroun|Tt}ie outside p i ; the 

house;' under s the siding or 
facing. The boards are 
tongsfeTand^grooved so tha t 
they !" i'it together, t h i s 
compfn^d w i th regular 
insulation inside the walls 
provides a highly ef fect ive 
insulating barrier. Even 
newer is the possibility of 
using these boards sand­
wiched! between interior 
panelj||ng. and exterior, 
rac ingr 'The combined : 
result might be strong 
enougil) tp make con­
ventional stud construction 
(unnecessary altogether. As. 
|fn mapy other fields, nev> 
: ideas and products on the 
ihome-pui|ding market may 
.change out ways of doing 
|things; 

This jmonth at RC&E's 
Consumer Informat ion 
Zenter ypu can learn a lot. 
ibout insulat ing your 
ipme. Come in and see 

what a'difference proper 
nsulafiion makes- The 

Is located on the 
of 89 East 

\ Zbnter 
Main arts; T.tflbuoH 'from the Reservations aref being 

R o c h p l e r area; groups taken for^roup tours of the Avenue and is open during 
such M ^ l Rochester | G a H e ! L J . :.. i ' , P °^T?°WS^ 
Shakeipeare Theatre, the • • • • • • « " • • « « • • • • • • » • • • • • • « » « ! ' • • • • 
T b l f W i . Guildl Wakefield 
Placers,] the Elizabeth Clark 
t|ajnibe Cbmpapy, and the 
To.s-«pjih. . ' B r r c k l e r 
Marjblnettes. Aljsb featured 
ift thb Faire wil l be in­
d iv idual - artists, craft-
speoj^iei, pojets and 
musiciarls -r- j im Haviland 
ajid jPajft. Mnt|s, Mt tz ie 
Collins,! fo lk instrument 
rnak& iDennis Dorogi , 
stained glass artists John 
Supertiy and Jarnes O'Haiia, 
wood! j worker Tom 
NeAvcpmb, tapestry weaver 
Ffeida Peisley,. and others. 
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FILfc OUT A N 0 RETURN THI5 COUPON TO; 
Dept . 3 4 Roohbster Gas alnd Electric 

T ' ; ;- ' ' I ' ' • 
89 [East Avenue^ Rochestb-, N.Y, !11;4̂ 49 
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I Would like rriore information on the following • 
lten)s: ; i j 
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I 
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Name ;. 

Addrfess 

Town . . '. Zip Code . 

?st form Of are either foamed in place higriehthe R value number 
aterial on the wi th special soravin^ the & more effective the 
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