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"Editorial-7" " ^ — 
Voter! Registration 

,A.virtuaJVeyoIrit ion has been tak ing p lace ' in the 
South Religious Newsserv ice reports that the .Voter 

.Education ProjectI^VEP) headquartered] in At lanta , 
Ga., has announcpd ^that the number of blacks 
elected/to of f ice in the South has j increased by 1,800 
per cent overHhe past njne years. i - * 
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John Lewis, the jVEP executive- director, says t h e ' 
aufnber has risen f rom 72 to 1307 in 1974, ' '[ 

, He describes .this increase^ as "as tound ing j ' 
wh ich tt is. Stifl i1: is only a beginning since the 
number of blacks h jo ld ingof f ice sti l l represents less 
than 2 per cent of. more than 79,000, state and local 
off icials in the South. ,. ' 

« ' ' " I 
Yet the work of'VEP is to'be-cbrrjmended. Begun 

in 1962 t t has made voter registration-and educat ion 
gra'nts to more I than] 1,000 focal minor i ty 
organizat ions and provided technical assistance to 
many other local groups.! , S ' , 

Wha t is obvious is that th'ejVER. has, made i t 
possible for l!he black voter in the South1 'to register; 
and vote , ensuring a better ba janceof representation. 

- * > - ' i I 
i ' i 

Similar work .has been done in Monroe County 
by the Coal i t ion for ,Voter Registration. Since 1972J 
this group has registered more than ' 38,000 voters 
Jthrough its mobi le registration program. 

1 i I t-
The coal i t ion says i t registered one four th of all, 

voters registered-in t he county in 1973 — near ly 
8,000, as compared to 1,000 who went to the Board o f t , 
Elections for tha t purpose. I ] 

1 

, The benefits o f such iwork is obvious,and most 
come under the heading of ^citizen part ic ipat ion in 
government. And* never has agnation m o r e j i e e d e d 
more of its cit izens taking a greater rple in its destiny., 

The Deepest | Cut 1 
t Wha t is -perhaps the deepest tragedy of j 

Watergate has been unfo ld ing slowly. W e don ' t mean, 
the constant impl icat ions of wrong-doing that .keep^ 
bringing t he matter closer to the President's of f ice. 1 

The most calamitous aspect o f Watergate is the I 
. undermin ing o f fa i th in many aspects of of f ic ia l and ' 
business l i fe that i t i has, engendered among the ] 

general populace. 

For instance, concerning-'the energy crisis, many 
Americans f i r id i t easier t o belieVe the Shah of Iran i. 
than the t op of f ic ia l in our country work ing on t he i 

, , problem. In addit ion] there is a 'smoldering body o f , 
^opinion t h a t t h e whole crisis has been concocted fo r , 
1 the good of the oi l Industry, | 

' -- ' r !' 1 -
Members1 pf one pol i t ical parity, far . removed 

I f rom any o f [ the chicanery conriected -with t h e ^ 
Washington adminis t rat ion, are paying for the crimes 

I of others. Voters either- do no t trust^ Republican 
r [candidates o r they are scut t l ing the'ir candidacies t o 
! |send a new 'k ind o f mandate to the President of t he 
1 '.United States.jEltherway i t i s a n unhealthy basis for 
i I the ^e lec t ion o f representatives. l ~ 

It is nothing new for t h e populace to be leery p f 
' [pol i t ic ians, al though often'suchfwariness has] borne 
] .unfair cr i t ic ism. r«lot jail po l i t ic ians are dishonest — 
] [just as no t al l doctors! or all lawyers, or al l plumbers, 
! ' o r all taxi-drivers fare! dishonest. - : » 

i But r ight now anyone wou ld have a d i f f i cu l t 
;time indeed t ry ing ' to convince masses of Americahs 
]of this. A n d tha t is the most seriousf wound that the 
[Watergate cover up and ramif icat ions has inf l ic ted o n 

'f {the nat ion. . , , ' J ,* - ' 

Mrs. Meir 
1 W i t h o u t get t ing in fo the problems o f Israel i , 
pol i t ics, ei ther internal or those produced b'y outside 
forces, i t was grat i fy ing to see Golda Mei r decided t o 
s tay on as pr ime ^miriister., "" v-*•- , J 

t \ l ^ - * ' r i 

' If fo r n o other reason, i t is impor tant for Mrs . 
Me i r t o cont inue in thejjirrjjelight t o show the w o r l d 
tharAa. woman can run*'a government — even on>" 

u thorough ly enrrfesjted; in crucial wor ld problems 

> ' * Mrs. M e i r is not jthe first woman head p f state* 
f ind hopefu l ly she w i l l no t be the last. In tr ie 
[ 'meant ime slje |prov'jded, proof posit ive tha t a 
/"woman's place is npt fa lways in the homef - j 

1 
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^Vision9'S&en 
School Need 
Editor: ' - ( 

> Two episcopal] observationsT 
reported in Courier-Journal urge 
comment (2/13/74 

j Bishop Hogan's apt sense of 
speaking of 

must be corn-
analogy ^in 
Regionalism 
mended atfa refreshing departure 
frpm the trite aphorisms ordinary 
in Ordinaries [In extolling the 
work of the; North Region 
committees- and tie concept o f 
regionalism, he used a visit to the 
optometrist as an -inspiration to 
this metaphor i • 1 

"I see the region as bifocals," 
he said/'to overcome the myopia 
of parochialism Regionalism 
begins the extension of our vision 
beyond our own backyard " 

jOn another page and another 
"but not unrelated, subject, the 

Dishop speaks less picturesquely 

"II reaffirm i my personal 
dedication to the apostolate of 
the Catholic school and pledge 
the best efforts of ]my office to 
insure that in,this diocese they 
will1 be worthy of the uniqueness 
which we bishops have claimed 
for them " 

There are those; of us in another 
regibn, the^outheast, who would 
put a question to htm. Statistics 
developed' - recently ~ (and 
repeatedly the last few years), in 
the consolidation1 effort of'three 
parishes in this area, show em­
phatically and convincingly that, 
despite earnest and! well-formed 
Consolidation designs, these 
'schools will inevitably close in a 
predictable time The case is the 
sarner with t only, ^temporal-5dif-
fe rences, , genera l l y O n l y a 
miraculous upwaijd shift in 
enrollments will alter this 

Does the Bishop really believe 
this miracle of newy ascending 
enrollments will hafpen? 

Failing such a miracle, the 
optqmetric analogy applies here 
as well as in his first instance it , 
becomes a tragic myopia tHait 
refuses to see the handwriting orj * 
the.wall . The present concept*of 
Ca'tholic education in this, 
country must yield i o a, radical', 
new vision that looksl beyond our1 

parochial "back yards"' to begin 
planning for the day, when we ' 
parents must send our children 
into the public" school system. 
Th'at means a, responsible 
Catholic commitment to par-* 
t ic ipate in and \ improve- the 
public system This ought to be 
our ecumenical mission as gifted 
Christians in any case If means 
getting out of the expensive , 
secular education] business, and 
bending pur Catholic 'educators 
energies and talents effectively 
into a concept 'of education, 
adult, teen-age and juvenile, that 

• '« VEAKJUSTTGCFrj-IERE ABOUT AN HOUR >W30-" 
LOOKS UKE A GREAT RVW5H " ' NO" ' NO TROUBLE 
WITH THElOLP BOV SO FAR'"* 

J 

I 
trains our Catholic "pedple of 

"Cod" for that participation, a 
participation that looks "un­
selfishly to the common weal. 

CbnenceAmann 
St. John Fisher College 
Rochester, N Y. 14618 

Woman's Place 
In the Bible 
Editor: ' 

iI 

Actually the Bible has very 
little to say about {marriage, or 
woman's place in society or the 
home The Old Tjestament* is 
almost, completely si lent in this 
regard and the New Testament 
has few words to offer One Old 
Testament word, .."helpmate'' 
which appears in Genesis 2.,18/' 
may denote a subordinate place" 
for women; But this may even Jbe, 
a vain "dispute about words'*^!! 
Tim 2-14),j since the same word 
can also bet translated "helper-fit", 
or equal person! l . 
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The NjBw' Testament' would 
seem to, place women' jn" a 

.subordinate position when we 
read, "wives be submissive ^to 
your husbands" in fEph 5-12, Col •* 
y i 8 , Titus,,2:5, and 1 Peter. 3 :1 ' 
We would not want to take these 
passages out of "their context, 

" however, or -place undup em-' 
phasis upon these words. The 
Bible also says "slaves be sub; 
missive-to^fyour masters,"] (Eph" 
6-5, Col 3i22, Titus 2% and I 
Peter 2r18) r yet we know that 
slavery is t i o t right orr desirable' 
The* intent of the Biblical 
directive is that slaves only be 
submissive, when, a situation of . 
slavery is unavoidable ' * * 

i - i f "« 

'• A l l ' human institutions are 
subject to change and may be 
tolerated'and even approved of 
by Cod (I Sam. 8:22,12 19-25, Mt. 
19:7-8). Paul speaks of marriage 
as—a human institution, as he 
groups marriage with bther 
worldly concerns andjsays "the 
form of this world is passing 
away" (J Cor. 7:31). As, a human 

< institution, Paul compares 
marriage to the: institution of 
slavery in an analogy in l] Cor 

•7;2T "Were you a slave when 
called? Never mind. But if you 
can1 gain your freedom, javail 
yourself of the opportunity.," 

Since a,wife is>no longer her 
, husband's property as she was in 
Paul's day (I Thess. 4:4), what 
would the apostle say to] the 
Church of today?"~ j 

- \ .1 ' 
Cynthia JoOcntmcr 

2f Evangeline St. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14619 

black and white issue. On^the one 
side, largely successful so far/are 
the anti-life and | population 
control people who have{ caused 
millions of lives to be destroyed 
and whose activities -are mow 
menacing the retarded, the 
chronically sick, and the]'senile 
On>the other side are those who 
believe in the wor th and| dignity 
of all human life The Cathblic 
^Church, of course, has j always 
been not only pro-life butjias, 
seen each human soul las im- ' 
mortal and each human life t as 
thereby precious as a temple, of 
the spirit In view of this perfectly 
clear-cut distinction, why is' it 
that so many Catholics are.not 
motivated with a righteous anger 
to fight against the insidious 
death peddlers? " {. I ' 

One reason, understandable 
but not justifiable, is that most 
good people see the areas of love 
and sex. in sucK terms as ,tenr» 
derness, devotion, mystery, basic 
decency, motherhood, family lifer 
But these correct sentiments, and 
attitudes are blasted when one 
encounters the barbarism arid 

' crudity of the abortion iss,ue The! 
really ugly distastefulness of the 
whole battle may make some 
people shun -involvement I t is 
certainly true that the' abor­
tionists' camp is a world Of 
pervasive destructiveness and 
evil, a world of nightmares" , 

- I" I I t is sickeningly evident when 
one realizes the tremendous 
extent and-f mancial power of the 
anti-life movement. And. i t isf 
evident i f one sees photographs 
or movies of abortions, as many 
fight-to-Iife people do npW and' 

:then ~- , 

But these reasons, if they are 
indeed operative, cannot be 
allowed ( t o justify inaction' 
Abortion is a terrible evil,that' 
most be fought, with God's grace 
as a buckler and shield - I as we 
must fight all "other anti-life 

-movements -'that menace 
elements 'of our^ population] 
Edmund Burke's famous 'dictum 
that "the only thing1 needed for 
evil to triumph is for good men to] 
do nothing" has never had 'a more 
appropriate application. We must, 
not allow the children of darkness] 
to be wiser than the children of | 
light We must not walk through 
the battlefield with a roseln our 
teeth 

I ' 
Robert KniBe 

102 Lynrnvood Drivel i 
Rochester, NY. Y14618 r 
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Inaction. Aids 
RJCK Anti-Life Drive 

Editor: I 
The abortion controversy is a 

-I 

Opinions to-trie editor 
should be addressed: Letter to 
the Editor, Courier-Journal, 
Richford Building, 67 Chestnut 
St., Rochester, N.Y. 14604. 
They should be no longer than 
7 1/2 pages, typed obubte-
spaced. Names and addresses'' 
should be induded.J'he paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
letters. * i , " 
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