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> New York [RNS] - L u t h e r a n 
1 theologians participating in a 
| dialogue with "Roman Catholic 
(scholars on the primacy of 'the 
' Pope urged their- churches1 to 
consider seriously a ['new at­
t i tude" toward the papacy and a 
possible role for ,a ,l renewed 
papacy as "symbol, and centerf o f 
Christian unity. «J 4 ' 1 t 

: .1 j 
In a lengthy commentary on a 

Common Statement issued March 
J- ,4 by the national Lutheran-

^Catholic dialogue group,, for 
rLutheran scholars> said " w e " 
'bel ieve i t is impor tan t f o r 
I Lutherans to work for'the renewalt 
jof the papacy, not onty for the * 
isake of their Roman Catholic 
brothers, but also for their own." 

[ l (In the Common Statement, dhe 
dialogue participants affirmed 
that papal primacy "need not be 
a barrier to reconciliation," said 

4they had reached a''convergence 
iin theological understanding of 
jthe" papacy/' and urged' the 
fespective/^ Churches to "take 

" --*• '•' ' recon-specific action ' toward 
ciliatfon.") | j 

! Suggesting that a new, ap­
proach to the papacy is s needed" 
'for "peace and cpncordr in the 
'church" and "even more] for fhe 

sake of \ a united witness to 
Christ/' the Lutheran schoars 
observed: f .^—-

"Our Lutheran teaching a b xi t 
the church and ' the Ministry 
constrains us ; to believe , t tat 
recognition of ; papal ̂ primacy is 
possible to the degree that a 
renewed papacy .would in f ict 
foster faithfulness to the COSJ >el 
and truly exercise a 1?etrine 
function within the Church." 

Stating that] ' they were not 
prepared to say what Lutheian 
willingness to] recognize the 
primacy of : a renewed and 
restructured papacy would mean 
to Lutheran-Catholic r e l a t i o n 1 ' 
the Lutheran theologians 
nonetheless urged "the'-chuich 
bodies that have appointed us to 
accord high ^pr ior i ty to the 
discussion of this question " 

Reacting t o ' the 5/00f>wcrd ' 
Coijnmon Staternent by the ent re 
26-member diajoque group in a 
4,00Q«vord "reflections" of thsir 
own, the 13 'Lutheran scholars 
pointed, bu t that Lutheranisn's, 
t rad i t iona l ant ipathy t o r t i e 
papacy is no| longer a ,va id , 
position. , f V - , ' 

"When we think of the questi on „ 
of the'church's unity in delation 

to its mission/' they added, "we 
cannot responsibly, dismiss, the 
possibility that tame form of 
papacy/ renewed and ' restruc­
tured under the Gospel,, may be 
an appropriate visible expression 
of jme'Min is t ry- that serves,the 
uni ty and order ing o f the 
church" l T 

- The Lutheran^ theologians', 
pos i t ion, described as a 
"covergence oh papal primacy"1 

with Catholic t-theologians, was . 
directed -to the attention' of 
U.S A. National Cdmmittee o f the 
Lutheran World Federation. The 
national committee, is cosponsor 
of the doctrinal talks begun in 
1965 with t h e Committee for 
Ecumenical and Interreligious 
Affairs of the 'Nat iona l Con­
ference of Catholi 

involved 

c Bishops. ,1 

in the 
the American 

Lutherans 
dialogue represent 
Lutheran Chare h and the 
Lutheran Church in .America, the 
American members o f the LWF, 
and t he - Lutheran Church-
Missouri Synod, an inv i ted ' 
participant^ The three bodies 
constitute about 95 per cent of 1 
Lutherans in the U.S. 

The scholars' noted a long list 
o f areas where t l ey and their 

Catho l ic counterparts f ound 
"common ground" i r - i e v the 
ministry, baptism, the eucharist 
But they also pointed out that the 
thorny i question of papal - in­
fallibility-has yet to pe explored. -

, With {regard to ] « V historic 
Lutheran position ori the papacy, 
they stressed thaf{ " the early 
Reformers did not reject what we' 
have called the 'Petrine funct ion/ 
but rather the concrete historical 
papacy \ as it confronted .them . 

They added that \ the earliest 
Lutherans "hopped fqr. a reform of 

- the papacy precisely'for the sake 
of seeing the unity of the church, 
preserved." . 

"Despite their often violent 
anti-papal polemics1, Lutherans 
continued to concede t o Ithe 
Pope all the egitimate spiritual 

' powers of a bishop in' his diocese, 
in this case, Rome^the Lutheran 
scholars said. "They even granted 
the propriety of his exercising a 
larger jurisdiction by humari right 
over communities thjat had,, 
placed themselves tinder "him." 

' ! i 
The 1 Lutheran- ' theologians 

declared that the willingness of 
Lutherans to engage |m dialogue 

wi th ' Rome - for almost two, 
«enturies "suggests they; believed 
that ultimately the Hory.Spint 
might point both sjidesi t o a 
solution even of the L knotty; 
problem o f the papacy."J' -

' Noting "that the j traditional 
d is t inc t ion between, "human 
right" and ^'divine nghff regar­
ding papal prerogatives [ is > no 
longer useful fqr discussion, the 
Lutheran theologiansj said new 
questions have been raised, based 
on Gospel requirements, j . 

They said Lutherans rejected^ 
the \ medieval papacy because 
they felt i t obstructed the Gospel 
but on the I other hand ,'gospe & U U l V J I U K V U I R • •«•*•»« 1 0 > T > " 

Lutherans today are free- to 
"examine fwith .open {mind the 
opportunities for the exercise of 
the Petrine1 function which a 
renewed and restructured papal 
office might provide."'' 1 

Stressing that "we t Lutherans 
must maintain our hope that the 
papacy wil l ! be renewed" the 
theologians safd "we owe i t to our 
-Roman Catholic brothers to make 
this optimism evident" as "they 
need to* know about pur; hopes 
and prayers for a truly evangelical 
universal ministry in the Church 
just as we need to ,know what 
they are hoping and prayirig for " 

A 

U Catholics WouJd Welcome Reunification 
The national dialogue, now 

nine years old>, is, sponsored by 
the U.S. National Committee of 
the' Lutheran .World Federaton 
and the Commit tee or 
Ecumenical and Interreligti us 
Affairs, of the National Cpn-

1 New York [RNS] - _ Roman 
Catholic theologians, taking part 
w i th Lutheran scholars i in ah 
"extensive study of the question o f 
papal primacy, suggested; that a 
"distinct canonTcaTstatus" may 
be worked CKjt so Lutheraris,could _. _._ 
be in "official communion witl} ference of Catholic Bishops, 
the Church of Rome." '' \ ' ' ' 

i 1 They said tha t _such f a 
1 "restoration of communioa . !r . 

would be of great benefit [to 
r Roman „ Cathol ics, and j t o 

Lutherans,enabling thern both t o 
share in a \broader Christian' 
heritage." \ 1 • j i 

T h e Ca tho l i c scholars ex-

pressed their views in a document1 

of "reflections" pni a 5XXXMvord 
Common Statement issued March 1 

4 by the 26 participants in a 
Lutheran-Cathol ic -dp vctnnal 

'dialogue \ " ' 
\ l 

1 ii 
. The| Cathol ic par t ic ipants ' 

statement said, that in terms of 
the "Petrine function" Lutherans 
and Catholics may no longer 

"avoid the question: "Could riot 
the Pope in otir t ime, become in 
some real way pastor and teacl ler 
o f all the fai thful, even those w ho 
cannot accept all the clai rts-

connetted with his office?"'* 
The statement added, " In , ijhe 

light of our'experience in tiis 
dialogue we believe that the 
Rorrian Catholic Church should 

GOliRDER-
MtwsrAm or rat mxnr or aocwirat _ | 

or aocwmt 

itake definite steps to -face this 
question " * 

Calling the Comr ion Statement 
a "ma jo r -advance" in the 
ecumenical ,discussion/of a most 
sensitive- , issue tha t has 
historically divider, the" Lutheran 

-•and Cathol ic C!lurches, the 
-"Catholic part ic ipants safd i t 

shows that "the church needs ;a 
unifying ministiycpncerned with 
the wor ldwide apostolater and 
that this ministry may be eft. 

/fectively exerc|sed in a renewed 
.papacy " 

i 

Lutherans, it t was 
arJknoWledgerJ by -he Cathdllcs, 
'̂ viu presumably nor/ be m .a 
position t o adopt t he same 
relationship to the See 6f Rome 
that is currently h«[ld by Roman 
Catholics" --

But, they noted; in a "wider 
communion of churches: the 
papacy would be able to serve as 
a sign and instrument of unity, 
not simply for Roman Catholics, 
but for others who'have.never 
ceased to pray and, labor, for the 
manifest unity > o f j the whole 
Church of Christ" 

they said. "The mission entrusted 
to the church by Christ is saved 
by the papacy Ip i t jGod has 
given us a sign of unity and an 
instrument for Christian Ii e~and 
mission 
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Observing that the -Common 
Statement* "does not fu l ly reflect 
eVerythihg webeJieve concerning 
t he papacy / ' the Cathol ic 
^theologians , af f i rmed •» the 
traditional Catholic position that 
the papacy is " in a true sense, 
'divinely instituted ' '• < * 

"The- acceptance o f the papal 
of f ice is for tas imperat ive 
because^we believe! that it is 
willed by God 'for His church," 

JThe Cathol ic theologians 
emphasized that "'while/we look 
'forward t o changes in the style o f 
papal leadership corresponding 
to the needs and opportunities of 
our times, we cannot foresee any 
set-of circumstances that would 
make it desirable, even if i t were 
possible; to abolish the 'papal 
o f f i ce" : - _ , 

i j 
They pointed to modifications 

in ' Catholic understanding of 
Eapal leadership, as brought out 

y Vatican II, especially in the 
areas, of collegiality and "people-
of-God ecclesiplogy" \ i 
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A g a i n th i s yelar w e are g o i n g t o I re land C o m e 
Wi th us t o r e c e i v e t h e " C e a d M i l e F a i l t e " o r a 
H u n d r e d T h o u s a n d W e l c o m e s t h a t th i s f a i r l a n d "* 
ex tends t o a l her v is i to rs . ' i 

' ' > ' " u - ' ~ I 
O u r 1974 J o u r takes us t o m a n y scen ic andj i n ­
t e res t i ng p laces — ,Shgo , C o u n t y D o n e g a l a n d i 
B u n d o r a n — C a l w a y a n d t h e rugged C o n n e m a r a 
c o u n t r y s i d e ' — D u b l i n Fair C i t y a n d L imer rck ]For „ 
en ter ta in r r je r t t w e are p r o v i d i n g a caba re t n i g h t , a 
/[Medieval B a n q u e t a t B u n r a t t y a n d t h e I'rfsr! 

- ba l ladeers ' ' j ' 
1 \ | 

Th is t o u r r s an a l l i n c l us i ve o n e a n d has b e e n s 

espec ia l l y p r e p a r e d v f o r t h e C o u r i e r J o u r n a l " 
j readers' —v. y o u w i l l have a p r i va te m o t o r coarch, -~ 
r c h o i c e h o t e l a c c o m m o d a t i o n s w i t h 1 a l l mea l s a n d 
. a f r i e n d l y , k n o w l e d g e a b l e I r ish .gqide, w h o (wil l j b e 

w i t h y o u a l l t l e t i m e . Y o u r Sp i r i t ua l D i r e c t o r is 
t h e Reve rend Paul C u d d y , t h e C o u r i e r s p o p i i l a r i 
e s c o r t ^ w h o t o o k o u r g foupNJast year t o I r e l a n d , — — , 
VV« k n o w his f r i e n d l y a n d h e l p f u l l eade rsh ip Wi l l * F a t h e r P a u l C u d d y 
a d d i m m e a s u r a b l y t o t h i s f i n e t r i p ; 1 r _ , i » . I 
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