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A Parish 
Sets Its 

; By SHARON DARNIEDER 
i 

O n e c o l d , -snowy* February 
| Saturday, 17 ded icated 9 people 
I f r o m St Thomas the 'Apost le 
, parish m e t a t St Bernard's 
r Seminary a t 9 :3p a m 

[ Their ded ica t ion was ma tched 
i on l y b y the i r courage a t get t ing 
i u p so ear ly bu t as parish counc i l 
1 members , of f icers and commi t t ee 
. cha i rmen, t hey came t o a t tend a 
I counc i l goa l set t ing session, and 
| d o w n t o a m a n (ana w o m a n ) they 
j f e l t i t * impor tance just i f ied the 
I sac r i f i ce I , i 

1 (James C o t t e r , c o u n c i l 
chairman and responsible for 

, much of the planning involved, 
i was unab le t o a t tend because he 
i was recover ing f r o m p n e u m o n i a ) 
! f 
I A goal set t ing session For 
> some i f s a nebulous phrase b u t 
i f o r others i t ^provides an op -
| por tun i ty t o * d o some soul 
t sea rch ing . ' 

! 
r But w h y a session fo r a parish 
1 counci l? * 

l 
" I t gets parishes t o l ook t owa rd 

[ thei r fu tu re and t o p lan for the 
tg rowth o f Christ ian communi t ies 
years d o w n t h e l ine , " accord ing 
t o Father Douglas Ho f fman , 
d i rector o f t h e o f f i ce o f Pastoral 
M in i s t r y and responsible fo r 
.helping parishes1, start parish 
counc i ls i I 
i .1 i m 

"It affords people the" op-
i por tumty t o havei ia m e e t i n g o f 
ithe minds about drrect ions and 
[values and w h a t people ho ld dear 
in1 the i r f a i t h , " he 'added , > * 

Members of St. Thomas the, Apostle parish council share a lighter moment ajt their 
recent goal setting session. From left is'.Father Andrew Kalafsky, Mrs. Agnes Lauer, 

Father Daniel Holland, Donald Argenbright and Richard Erbelding 

J* 
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St Thomas' session 
conducted by Father 
B r e n t , d i o c e s a n sc l o b l 
superintendent, after council 
members had consulted, with 
Father H o f f m a n abou t hav ing 

one J / 
The format used by 

Brent was " fa i r l y t y p i c a l " o t 
sessions and was " t h e one ]\_ l ike 
the best," he said- -" f 

1 i ! i 
"Basically, i t consisted o f l is t ing 

J o n g , a n d short range goals and 
after Idiscussion^sett ing up |a l ist 
o f pr ior i t ies f o r t he counc i l 

" I f I 'm success fu l | t o d a y , " 
commen ted Father Brent, " i r / l be 
because I haven' t t o l d yo^i 
t h i n g I 'm h e r e t o r e f e r e e , 
m o d e r a t e o r w h a t e v e r T h e 
purpose o f today is t o of fer a 
f o rum t o br ing ideas o u t i n to the 
open—your n leas 

i 

Coal sett ing' is one o f th ree 
th ings Father , Ho f fman recom­
mends for parish counci ls.] The 

'others are role c lar i f ica t ion anr1 ~ 
retreat, > ' 

_ " I ' d l ike t o t h i n k tha t hal f t h e 
! parishes in the diocese are 
I heading in t h a t d i r e c t i o n , " he said 

hope fu l l y . i 

i St Thomas the] Apost le fo rmed 
i its parish counc i l i n M a y 1973, 

ana a l though it 's taken . them a 
' while to get organized Father 

Hof fman tn inks p i e y he ld t h e i r 
I goal clarif ication} session a t just 

' about the right time. > 
1 Tbere^s no1 special order in 
which a council should schedule 
t he th ree th ings bu t Father 
H o f f m a n arJdejd t h a t r o l e 
clarification sessions (clarifying 

' t he " ro le o f the eoupc i l and its 
^committees) osuctlly comes after 
a year or two.of "operatibn. 

"Commi t tees are more o f an 
action-group," he said, "while the 
c o u n c i l is a p l a n n i n g a n d 
eva luat ing g r o u p / ' x > 

I ', k 
The th i r d i t em tha t should be 

high o n j parish counc i l p r ior i ty 
lists is a retreat! which Father 

" Hof fman th inks should, "deve lop 
a sense o f Church in "membersj 
wha t i t means ,to be a member o f 
the 'Church and a leader in i t ' 

"You can ' t bui l i c o m m u n i t y in 
y o u have i t in 

' Some q u o t a b l e q u o t e s ' 
encountered in a week o f reading, 
TVeeing and kof feek la tch ing 

*From humor is t A r t Buchwald 
' W a t e r g a t e is p u r e e n -

,i t e r t a i n m e ' n t I t has c o m e d y , 
mystery and me lodrama | w o u l d 

r prefer t ha t i t have a l i t t l e sex as 
w e l l b u t w e ' c a n ' t h a v e 
Every th ing, " I . • > 

Cardinal Invites 
NCC to Sharer 

! |n Holy Year! ; 
! Los Angeles [RNS] - JThe 

'•(Rational Counc i l b f Churches, 
made up o f * 3 1 Protestant and 

j O r t h o d o x Churches, was inv i ted 
> rjere t o share in t h e U S 
i ce lebrat ion o f the 1975 Ho ly Year 
> p roc la imed by Pope Paul j 

' ! C a r d i n a l T i m o t h y ! M a n n i n g 
^ex tended t h e i n v i t a t i o n * i n 
v y e l c o m i n g t h e , . C o u n c i l ' s 
Govern ing Board t o jLos Angeles 

i He is cha i rman o f I t h e U*5 
C a t h o l i c b i s h o p s ' A d H o c 

'Commi t t ee fo r t he Ho ly Year 

' } T h e prelate l isted i the Ho ly 
tYear, w h i c h has the theme 
"Renewal and Reconc i f ra t ion/ f as 
one of several present and for­
t h c o m i n g observances i n wh i ch 
a l l Chr ist ians can par t ic ipate < 

4 J h e 1974 W o r l d Populat ion 
Vear, sponsored by , t h e Un i ted 
INations, and the U,S, b icen­
tenn ia l w e r e other i tems 'on t h e need1 

Cardinal Manning's ecumenical 
agenda 

* !• * 

iThe Archb ishop o f Los Angeles 
Said t ha t h e knew a m o r e fo rma l 
inv i ta t ion t o the Nat iona l Counc i l 
t o ' sha re i n t h e Ho ly Year w o u l d 
b e issued b y Bishop James 
. R a W h , general secretary o f t he 
U.S. Ca tho l i c Conference. j , 

*Dr. Jean 'Mayer, Harvard 
n u t r i t i o n i s t s p e a k i n g ; a b c u t 
human o b e s i t y "Every farmer 
wo r th his sal t knows t h a t t o fa t ten 
an an imal you feed i t and keep i t 
penned u p " \ r i ! 

f I 
*Henny Backus, w i f e 'of Vf's 

Jim Backus "The w i f e w h o wins 
every argument doesn' t w i n m u c h 

' e l se ' ! ' J ' 

1 1 
* O u r p e r c e p t i v e i s c h o o l 

, counselor "EVERYBODY nee is 
at least four hugs e v e r y d a y " 

I i 
* R o n a l d G b l d , p v b l i c i y 

d i rector o f the Nat iona l Gay Ta ;k 
Force1 "Nothing] is more likely to 
make y o u s ick than be ing c o n ­
stant ly t o l d t h a t y o u are sick " 

* A n R N } n o w a seasone d 
mother o f foar " I t 's un for tunate 
b u t t rue t h a t mos t w o m e n a ie 
judged by t h e way their1 h o r n e t 
look and J h e i r ch i ld ren a c t " -

•Psychiatr ist Dr Thomas Sza 
speaking of the '300,000 perse 
in menta l institutions". " M a n y arj 
s impty innocent [Americans 
have done no th ing w r o n g except 
they | have behaved in some 
m a n n e r n o t a c c e p t a b l e ' t f 
someone e l s e " I 

I t | 
— *Au thor Howard N jMeye 

"Now; fo r months t o o long , 
have been w i t h o u t a l i v ing e?{-
President . Richard M 4 Nixc 
c o u l d s e r v e h i s c o u n t r y j w e l l If I 
were t o appreciate t h e gravi ty 

this problem and volunteer to, fill 

the parish unless 
~the counc i l , " he salid " I f you have 
d iv is ion in the counc i l i t won ' t 
he lp the parish " 

A l though Father Hof fman feels, 
a l l three are o f , immense va lue to1-
parish counci ls , " o f t h e m , I t h i n k 
t h e retreat is the most i m ­
por tan t " j 

St Thomas' l counc i l had its 
natural growing plains and some 
o f these were i roned o u t before 
and du r ing the goal sett ing 
session.-

After l ist ing5- and discussing 
long and shor t range goals, Father 
Brent urged t hem toJ p i ck o u t 
those tha t t hey felt) we re the mos t 
impor tant . 

'A f ter v o t i n g or) t h e m ( there 
were 56) thosej w h i c h rated t h e 
highest number o f ' rotes (13) were 
chosen t 

A m o n g these-were l i turgy, t he 
c o u n c i l ' a d d r e s s i n g i t s e l f t o ' 

Important social issues, better 
communica t ions between" t h e 
parish counc i l and jthe parish as a 

whole and more involvement of 
parents in re l i g io j s educa t ion 

i _ v [ 
He also h a d t hem list th ings 

they were p r o u d o : as a counc i l 
and those t h a t caused concern 
High on the f i rst l ist was get t ing „ 
organized 'and thei i c o m m i t m e n t 

.as a g roup , ' 

Their concerns ' inc luded parish I 
a t tendance a t c o u i c r f ' meet ings 
a n d t h e nonexistence o f a human 
deve lopment program* 

' r I 
H o w was t h e session v iewed by 

those w h o part ic ipated? 

pastor, 
ap-

Msgr. Richard - - . . » , 
ca l led i t a '"most realistic 

- ' \ 
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Iproach t o our problems, h o w w e 
wan t t o go arid h o w io get there " 

Sister Rober ta/ RSM, counc i l 
member andi St ThOrnas School 
pr inc ipa l , thought ' i t was a 
"beautiful sharing expierience, It 

5 helped! us t o broaden our th ink ing 
and begin to evaluate* ourselves 
as a counc i l " ^ 

Bill Bleier,' parish represen­
ta t ive t o the Nor th ! Region, sa id a 
lot o f credft should be given to 
Father Brent f o r an "excel lent j ob 
o f s t i r nu la t i ' ng t h i n k i n g a n d 
help ing us t o establish g o a l s " 

I i (! 
" I t h i n k nts's been real ly 

h e l p f u l , " c o m m e n t e d Sue 
Whaien, coord inator o f the parish 
l i fe commi t tee " I / f o u n d the 
who le strategy o f pu t t ing down 
everyone's ideas a d d | wo rk ing 
f r o m there h e l p f u l " ] , 
' I Mrs: Chris rjbney, l iaison w i t h 
the l i tu rgy commi t t ee , compared 
the session t o a "p lan b f 'a t tack I t 
was s o m e p l a c e , td b e g i n , 
someth ing t o a i m fo r . " , ; 

H o w e v e r , , she .expressed 
concern abou t those iwho w o u l d 
become commi t teech 'a i rmen and 

'of f icers in letter years 

goal 
held 

everyyear / ' she sa id , " a n d y e t t h e 
new ones com ing in shou ld have 
some idea o f w h a t we 've done " 

T h e f ina l goals agreed o n by 
the counci l inc luded {supporting 
the f inance commi t tee 's efforts t o 

build a sound fiscal ifuture, to 
. support the educat ion c o m -
i mittee's efforts to . promote 
I educational opportunities for all 
I age groups in the par ish, and t o 
, p r o v i d e N p a r i s h i o n e r s w i t h 
j programs t o k n o w and1 serve the 
I needs o f t he c o m m u n i t y ' 
r A t a c o u n c i l meet ing several 
' days after t he goal set t ing session, 
[ a l l agreed that e i ther commit tees 
or the counc i l as' a w h o l e w o u l d 
work on one goal every'other 
m o n t h ' , I 'i -

" I don ' t k n o w if <n. \,a 
"sett ing ^ s s i o n ) should jbe 
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