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TEXT B Y P A T PETRASKE i 
P H O T O S BY D A V E WITBECK 
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> ! FirsHn a 2-part series [ J 
* ' i XBy PAT PETRASKE '. > , 

I I i _ ' 
f She paid for i t w i th pennies.-, 

The | mother of two children 
enrolled in inner c i ty . Catholic [ 
schools brought in a shoe hjox ful l -
of copper coins to pay for that , 
month's portion of the tuition By [ 

Kinching and saving she and her 

usband once again were able t o [ 
pay i the price to give, their | 
children J'a. better chance" j | 

!"Partners for a'better chance" [ 
has become the slogan adopted t 
b\j the | Council of Inner City | 
Parishes (CICP) whose primary 
mission ! has been the i coor­
dination! and administration of 
five inner city Catholic schools 
Workjing a longs ide the public 
school system, CICP is striving to 
give i everyone an educational 
chb ice , ! 

. * !' i \ 
/ {A]choice is something that a 

person living fn the suburbs has 
withcwt question," began Robert 
Molirjari, executive director and 
the; dynamrc force behind'CICP 
and its development i t ( 

I 11 ' 
A crayoned picture of children 

on a Bus stamped CICP welcomes 
visitors toMolinari 's office in the 
baserpent of St. Michael's school, 

i t is located in what economists 
would call a "blighted area," 
typical t of ] the eight parishes 
under d C P j Parts of the neigh­
borhood are; torn down arjd 
families havje been forced t o seek 
housing elsewhere. More than 75 
per cent of the families served by 
CICP earn less rthan $9,000 an­
nually and (many have earnings 
near the poverty level. 

This consolidation of interests, 
as CICPran be termed/includes la 
core group of jSt Francis Xavier, 
St. Lucy's,' Our Lady of M t 
Carmel, Holy Redeemer, \n-
maculate Concept ion, " S%. 

Developrnentl the Black Lai 
Catholic Caucus and the Spanisf 
Apsotolate, j | 

What-the merqbers of fthe cor| 
group had irj fcommon' in_, 197L 
was an ominotjsly developing" 
financial crisis Which would soon 
have Tneant the schools' closing, 
Molinari 'saidJ |To solve th£ 
problem the ipjarishes combined 
their individual Subsidies"fronfi 
the. diocese. 

The diocese^ riow contributes 
$200,000 în [a subsidy for the 
elementary schools witfr$30,00d 

Reading, wr i t ing a n d h a m m i n g it up are part of this typical 
kindergarten class at St., Bridget's. ' ", i 

Mecfieval faire Opens 
At Memorial Art Gallery 

The Medieval Faire, Memorial 
Ar t Gallery's re-creation of town 
l i fe i r i the late middle ages,opens 
to the public Saturday, March'2. 

f i 
' I t (takes up the ent ire, lower 

f loor,and the spacious Fountain 
Court upstairs,! and is "probably 
the most ambitious undertaking 
irt the gallery's: history/' ac-
cordmg t o a spokesman for the 
staffj ( 

'! l I 
An, exhibit drawn from- the 

galley's own Medieval' collec­
tion, :a sound and light showj a 
town square with guild shops and 
a cloister garden -wi l l be the 
background for m a n y special 
events The show wi l l run through 
March 24, wi th a simulated,town 
fair on weekends and Tuesday 
nights plus craft demonstrations 

-and { performances by drama 
groups Jon Saturdays and Sun­
days, r | I f ,. ' i 

i . i. i " I , 

High l igh t o f next week's 
program wi l l beia A Triptych for' 

f i 
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Hieronymus by the Brockport 
Resident. Dance Company The 
contemporary 'dance work is 
based on Hieronyrnus Bosch's „ 
Garden of1 Earthly' Delights, a ' 
painting interpreted fas a.parable' 
of man's fall from grace There 

[ w i l l ' be twof performances1 

i' Monday, March- 4, at 7:3Q and 
8 45 p m , ifn Cutlers Union; next 

-door to Jhe"/gallery at-s560 
University Ave., ' \ „ 

A concert by1 Eastman School 
faculty and students <is scheduled ' 
for 2 30 p m . Sunday, March 3f 

also In Cutler t Union; ana on * 
• Tuesday, rvtercrj 5, .the Eastman 

Schoot Collegium "Musicum wi l l ' 
I perform at 7f15i and, 8:15 

Two lectures are scheduled A t 
10} a.rnl MondaV, Gerald Bond, 

"director- of the University o f 
Rochester's Medieval House, wi l l 
talk about ' The Formation * of 
'Go th io Culture A t 8 p_m. 
Tuesday, Prof. Russell Peck of the" 
university wi l l discuss The In-

•f. _ L A % L -£ 

^ 1 t n 0 n r n n d T t , n H * Y 4 " a
M A visit on Easter Sunday was 

arid $20,000 for | _alternate! j - , ,< , t o a m o t h e r of six who was 
living in a multi-dwelling house 
with seven other adults*and 42 
children Carefully tucked in the ' 
top drawer of a dresse'r was the 
mother's week-old baby "She 
used her own ingenuity since she 
didn't have a crib It also kept the 
baby from the rats,"* Sister 

if Kathleen explained Jhe mother, 
whorji Sister Kathleen believes 
exemplifies the 'neighborhood's 
"people of hope," told her visitor 
" i 'm always happy,with new life " 

ministries, 

Rising costs and declining 
enrollments called for anqther 
step —fin 1973 the schools ajt-St 
Lucy's and St Francis Xavier were 
closed [and CICPs seventh |an'd 
eighth grades were merged into 
St Michael's Junior High 

' Sister Kathleen, Mcuusker of St 
Bridget's, whose pride In the CICP| 
prompjb her to say that she would' 
be a principal only irt the mner 
city, belreves the concept of CICP 
is working because "It is not >a 
total administrative plan but is 
what the people iwant r" 

l i * 

, Although more thari one third 
of the children in the inner city 
school system are not Catholic, 
their parents "had confidence 
our kind of educatioh 
values inherent in it 

in 
and the 

v,, Molinari 
observed Of the approximately 
%200 elementary school children, 
75 per cent are black or Puerto 
Rican And one fourth-come from 
families who receive some form 
of public assistance 

The, expense of going to a 
Catholic school (average cost per 
inner c i ty student is $428 asyear) 
has been ad/fasted to average $50 
per child with tuit ion based on a 
sliding-scale according to the 
number of children attending and 
fami ly ' income. Paifents are 
willing1 to pay because 'fthey want 
their chi ld to have that extra 
control and discipline JThey want 
them to have the relligious ex­
perience because they Sfse i t as an 
essential part of the child's life," 
said Sister Kathleen who has' 
worked in the'inner city for eight 
years 

She decribes thef _people 
reached by,CICP "not as" Church 
people but as Christian people In 
this poverty culture, i t is a luxury 
to go to church -When you're 
alone with no husband and seven 
kids you are mainly Concerned 
with the survival concept" Sister 
Kathleen said > 

Molinari, whose work with 
minorities has led him; 
Indian reservation to 
camp .to the inner city) 
l L ' » 1 ' | this poverty, 
economic and not 

from an 
migrant 
believes 

owever, is spiritual. 
'Poverty is a- state o f rriind and 
conditions 
contended 

play upon! 

Extreme poverty ,car| 
nessed especially m 
around St Bridget's 

ventiveness of t 

\ 

be'Middle Ages 

- > 

JMt Carmel is at the 
(were at seven years! agb 

it," he' 

i [ It is this hope that has l^ept the 
people and their schools, going-

1 l 
"CICPs schools are much like 

suburban schools although they 
often labor under fewer facilities 
and | supplies. Sister Doreen 
Wozniak's pre-school program at 
the Early Childhood Center had to 
be cut from the budget of CICP 
Put w i t h the interest _and 
financial support from St Louis 
Parish in Pittsford, 20 children, 
ages 3 and 4, continue to learn 
reading, verbal, perceptual and 
social skills > " 1 

j Classroom size,in inner city 
schools averages 25 students 

f Some of the schools employ what 
Molinari terms an "each one. 
teach o n e " s i tuat ion fWhere 
students from the intermediate o r 
junior high levels help students 
f from the primary level .-"Kids tend 
r to accept information from their 
peers| rather than from superiors," 
Molinari maintained. i 

sil The studentsiini the inner city 
schools who "are wise,to th4 wavs 
of the st reet" are jj also 
" f a n a s t i c a l l y f i n d e p e n d e n t 
rascals," laughed Sister Kathleen 
who believes that the inner city 
[children walk and talk sooner 
than their contemporaries;in the 
puburbs "Some families" cannot 
or do not want to raise a family so 
the kids-often grow up on their 
own," she said ^ 

i Teaching these children can be 
a problem because o f the lack of 
trust by the, children "Some, 
families promise" their kids the) 
world and they can't give; i t t o r 
them The kids know this^Sister 
Kathleen reflected- Attitudes on 
ijace rooted in, parental prejudice 
had led to parental' counseling in 
rpany schools. j 

The attitude "that everyorie is 
.out to get you " is prevalent' m a n 
area of high crime, according to 
the principal "Thafs why they've 
learned to respect the Church; 
they know that' it won't take 

£'' 

I d e n t i f y i n g c o l o r s a n 
shapes in English "n"o e£ 
fac i l ' 'muses lose M i randk 
S L 5 e ^ar,y Childhood 
Deve lopment Center. ' 

be wit-
the areas 

Michael's.The^OuTerparisbes are advantage of them 
kpnly steps away, according, to 1 
(Sister Kathleen, who netted that 

point "we 
] NEXT • WEEK: How urban 

renewal and alternate minmries 
wiH affect the future of CICP. 

fi, 

There's nothing like a 
geometr ic jungle „ and a 
g o o d b o o k t o m a k e 
Theresa Jackson enjoy her, 
reading class. •> • 
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