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Q. I f Cod fe'jMt and merciful 
why docs he allow innocent 
young children to suffer? No 
denjwnan has ever answered this 
queroon. i 

1 A. You are right. No clergyman 
has ever answered that question, 
mainly because the answer rs not 
available to any human being f 
know you will say it is a copout 
but I must answer that i t Fs a 
mystery, one of marry in this life 
Do you know for example, why 
you were born into the comfort 
and relative affluence of the 
United States and someone else 
was born'into a war-torn poverty 
stricken corner of Vietnam? 
Besides, suffering is not ar punish­
ment for wrongdoing as the 
ancients thought Do yotf 
remember in the Gospel (9th 
chapter of St John) when Jesus 
met the man. born blind-and his 
disciples asked him, "Who has 
sinned, this man or his parents?" 
And Jesus^answered, "Neither has 
this man sinned nor his parents, 
but the works of God were to be 
made manifest in him." m this 
case we know what the works of 
God were in other cases we do 
not But that does not mean that 
God doestnot have valid reasons 
for allowing such suffering He is 
all good and we know he loves us 
with an everlasting love It is up 
to us to trust that love When we 
were children we often were 
made to do things by our parents 
which we thought at the time to 
be cruel of senseless But looking 
back we can now 'see how 
reasonable and important they 
were ^Wha has known the mind 
of the Lord or who has been his 
counsellor?" „ , 

* * _{* * 

Q. Why did our Blessed Mother 

Four Cardinals 
To Testify to 
Abortion Panel 

D.C.JRNS] -
Catholic car-

J Washington, 
Four U S | Roman 
dfnaJs, speaking as ."concerned 
Americans" in defense 'of human 
rights, will testify March 7'during 
Senate subcommittee hearings on 
a proposed constitutional 
amendment to protect the,' life of 
unborn childreju. \ , 

The prelates are Cardinal John 
Krol of Philadelphia, president of 
the National Conference of 
Catholic Bishops (NCCB)> £ar -
dinal John Cody of Chicago, who 
heads the,NCCB Committee for 
Pro-Life Activities; Cardinal -

1 Timothy Manning of Los Angel es, 
and Cardinal Humberto Medetros ' 
of Boston i , ' t 

Following a three-day meeting 
of the NCCB Administrative 
Committee and the U S Catholic 
Conference's Administrative 
Board (Feb. 11-13), Bishop James 
Rausch, general secretary of the 
two organizations, announced 
that the cardinals had,been in­
vited by l the Senate Sub­
committee on Constitutional 
Amendments to testify. \ 

The bishop noted that 'the 
-subcommittee', chaired by Sen." 
Birch Bayh (O-Jnd), had also 
invited representatives' of , other 
religious, civic1 and professional 
groups to testify during ^heJseries 
of hearings which begin >March 6 
with testimony by members of 
Congress J 

{ I "The cardinals will speak as 
concerned, Americans," f said 
Bishop Rausch, "not to advocate 
sectarian doctrine, but tp defend 
human rights " 
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12 Catholic Schoolers Win 
Twelve young aftists who 

attend local Catholic s chools won 
awards in the. ,Sible -̂Scholastic 
High School Art Cprnpetitioh. 

f RvV of them are students at ^ ^ ^ D „ S k 
Bishop* Kearney High School - J T H x e d m e d , a . P " * " * ' I, 

only to CrthoBc 
andlneve* to non-jCatholicst 

\ • \ } i RveSof ,their entries in various 
t , ' L ~ l' , - categories took blue ribbons, 

A f this is, true, and I realty , which >r^ans that thsy advance 
don t know, suppose jtwould be - I to the national comp efition and 
tharCatholic children would be] ""' " " ' 
more likely to have devotion to 
herland therefore the odds swing 
that way. But being-the Blessed 
Mother of all the ; human race, I 
ami certain she doves all her 
children equally and desires the 
happiness and salvation of all. 
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Dear Father Hohman, 

My morhersays God b going to 
punish this wicked world this 
Christmas. She says that there is a 
comet coming and that is a sign 
that something terrible b going to 
happen pke another flood tor 
maybe a war. Why does God send 
cornets fo punish people? 1 , 

• 

will be exhibited anc judged in 
the finals next mon:h in New 
York. « H Y 

William Hudjon of McQuaid, a 
photographer,' is not only a blue 
ribbonijfinalist and winner of a 
white rfcbonr, butjalso, a nominee 

CDA Anno jnces 
Scholarships 

AnVjCatholic gffj feeing to any 

for the Kodak Medallion of Ex­
cellence. ' ' ' 

Patricia Innes of Kearney was 
awarded two blue ribbons for her 

i t 

Western N e w York State Art i 
Teachers , Association,, and 
Scholastic Magazines, |ncv 

T- * ^ . 

trs^sJifSE 5 .• * * Qmli ?f 5 t -M*X. 

T S.iC. 

Dear S.C., 1 

A m e r i c a u n d e r g r a d u a t e 
scholarship^ the organization 
announced tftis week. One three-
-year sdiolarshipj woijth $200 a 
year is -given in each diocese of 
t h e , state The 'amplication 
deadline is March 15 

| ,The comet was a fizzle AreVil 
iyou happy with the answer wejall 
] got? Goo does not send comets to 
^punish people l{ don't know 
whether your] mother was trying 

!to scare you or m just a baa 
[theologian (to say nothing < of 
'astronornejr), 11ncidentally, God 
does not make or send wars. 
'People make them! 

— i i 

On 4 national leveX there is 
one $5Qp graduate sch olarship to 
be givep to a member or daughter 
of a member who wil receive a 
bachelor's1 degree this June and 
enter graduate < scfiopl in Sep-i 
temberl Applications fjor this one\ 
jnustbe! in [by Junet1 Information 
about feither award may bi, 
obtained from Jvtrs Genevieve 
Insalacd at 467-8139, cjrfrom any 

,Catholi£ Daughter -

' Finalists include also, Sidonie 
Merkd of Mercy High and Kevin) 

' Newman and Christopher Shipley 
of Cardinal Mooney. Sjdonie's 
winner̂  is in the graphip desifBi 
category Kevin's- ,iSj an ;acrylic 
painting arid Christopher's, a 
waterco^or 

? The finals will pit tjher Vagains i 
winners-from-51 otberf regions 
* ' r i i 

' l < • I 
White ribbons were awarded to 

Margaret Serafine, Kathy Cama1, 
Joyce Mark and Michael fPiston', 

1 alhof Kearney, and to tvjro junior 
high school students, Ellen Or-
tolani of St, > Theodore^ and' 

?<\ 

I 1 , 

More thanj 1200 entries, are on 
show in Sibley's, new Ward 

tCallery on tfie fifth floo|r of the 
downtown Rochester store They 
came from 136 schools in 1|! 

isl open 
hours. 

Free 188 Page Book! 
5 6 drrf«r»nt tours tea* of 

^ Europt, phis E*«ttm Europt, 
Balkans, Horylands, Morocco. 
2to4«*tkiMcort»d faU 
•xpens* ind. air, $729 to~, 
$1795, doubl* occupancy:' 
Fraquanrdtparturasf i ' J f 

counties-The Jgalfery 
during^ regular- store 
through March '2 

Sponsors of the competittor 
with Sibfey'sl are the 
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Forf ree copy contact: 

Wydler 
T r a v e l S e r v i c e , IncV 

10S Inst Avo. ' 
_ Ph. 544 -2330 
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FAMOUS WAVERLY 
MADE, TO MEASURE 

DRAPERIES 

i t 

Jantzen . 
; Roxaniw 

RobbyLEN 
SiwpSnkiid 

CRUISE WEAR 

SCHOEMAN'S 
458 MONRO€ AVf. ! r I coavir 

Mt lCS 

-Choose frprn a fabulous^assoriment-
of ^decbratpr designed Waverly 
prints and spiids^ , \ 

Any style drapery you wish 1 any 
length . ' apy width h from your 

less than 5 measurement 
wceivaj 

in 

k 
Quality made in every detail, hand 
tabled, hand measured, weighted 
corners, perfectly matched patterns, 

, blind stitched hems and many other 
customTeatures r 

Brmg in the length ancT width 
measurements and we'll help you 
select the fabric and,style Orj call 
fo r our "ShorMt-Horne" service 

Water repellent.] 
Keeps your home, 
warmerin winter, 
cooler in summer. 
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