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The Newhobk family conducts a prayer 

SERVICE 

Text and Photos 
By MARY ANN GINNERTY ! 
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Auburn — In a program symbolizing hope and -new 

life, laymen who have, permission to serve asfextraordinary 
ministers are distr ibut ing Communion to Cathol ic patients 
in the f iye city nursing and ^proprietary homes. ' 

'Seryice fami l ies" fijom four parishes, Sacred Heart, 5tj. 
% St. Hyacinth's and St- Alphonsus, and, Legion o : 

Extending the Ministry 
of the Church, Through 
a Greater Participation 
in the Eucharist 

The extraordinary minister is not ordained. He or-she] 
is an ordinary Ch 
service 

.._., _..risjtian called to a role of extraordinary 
They represent all Christians and are a sign of their 

communal pledge to serve one another. 

The use of th & extraordinary ministers also allocs the 
faithful; to participate more!fully;in the Eucharistic 
celebration 
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Thejhomes include-1 Aubprn Nursing Home, Hewitts, 
kalets, Restmore, and Washington Heignts.] " < 

\ l ' I I 
This;approach is an'outgrowth o f an interparish effor; 

to assume more comprehensive coverage in nursing homes 
and to extend the hand of Christian caring. Family par} 
t fcipat ion in the monthhV Mass and Communion in these 
homes brings a new dimension to the broadening nursing 
home ministry and providers Another opportuni ty ^for 
Christian1 sharing. j J! j s \ 

• * \ l ; •i i j 
"This is the parishes' way o f helping those who can' t 

come to'ius now t o participate in the liturgy.'of the day/ j 
explained Father Edwardj Palumbos^ fami ly life chairmari 
for the ar,ea. "The Service; Families br ing our parish servipes 
to those'people to give them a senseiof belonging to the' 

thersifor worship each weeken'd/'i 

Thje nursTng home involvementon the part of Mese 
jople 'broadens, the 
rig the1 devotion to tf 
of Christian worship 

larger community that ga 

receives ThelService Family ' . 
celebrant during Mass, after the congregation 
communion. The whole [family is blessed th 
out. '' . ! ' ' ! 

the r Eucharist f rom th< 
has received 
en and sent 

- The Eucharist is cajr ied p^ the nursing' home in "a 
container called a pyx. The 'famrlv gathers' in a room 
prepared} beforehand wi th thbse who w i l l be receiving 
Holy Conimunion. The reading and prayep which precede 

.the distr ibution of Communion are shared ' among / the 
members 'of the Service' Family who encourage as fuf l 
participation by the residents; as possible. '• ' "' 

The| nursing home] comjmittee is pleased at the 
number of famil ies responding to theN call since many 
patients ]have l i t t le or no contact iwith the younger 
generation." This approach also benefits the Service 
Families^as w e l l , since it involves the aged' o n n f i r m in 
their lives in a more, personal way . ' '_ ' ' 

Newhbok distributes,, Holy Conimuniom 
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Ms8rT Joseph Sullivan i n v s t s members p f t l ie Lcgign Of JVtarY Of(HoIV 
^ - I I sgiort has also taken on t h e duties o f t h e service famil"* 
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