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fact that men seldom 
spot the greatness in their midst. 
Why is this? Sometimes, it is 
because envy biinds. There was a 
lady who excel ed in making wax 
flowers and fru ts. But her friends 
often severely criticized her 
productions — unjustly so, 
thought the artijst. So, one day she 
showed them ap apple. As usual, 
her lady friends found fault with 
it — one as to the shape, another 
as to the color, and so on. When 
trjey had finished their 'diatribes, 
the lady cut the apple and ate it. 
Npne so-blind as those who will 
not see. 

Today's Gosj»el is not strange 
history, but an i lustration of daily 
facts; a great • spirit rejected by 
friends and neii »hbors because of 
envy and Wind intellectual ,'pride. 
Itjis only the carpenter's: son. The 
boy grew up in their midstrNow 
he claims to be a prophet! So, 
they drive him out of their city. 
- ' - • • • - - H e 

Sunday Readings: (R1) Jer. 1:4-5, 
17-19. (R2> 1 Cor. 12:31-13:13. 
(R3) tk. 4:21-30. i 

Sometimes ' you may have 
'wondered what were the first 
words spoken by Jesus at the 
beginning of His public life. 

; According to St. Matthew, it was 
ithe beatitudes; according to St. 
|Luke> it wasnot the Sermon on 
the Mount but the sermon in the 
'synagogue at Nazareth. Probably 
,neither sermon inaugurated 
jesus's public life 

Why, then; does St. Luke in­
troduce our Lord's public life with 
the'sermon in the synagogue? 
Probably for tw< > reasons :*o show 
the graciousness of our Lord's 
discpurse [last Sunday's Gospel] 
and to indicate that the Gospel 
was destined foi all men, not just 
for the Jews.' ' "'• 

the folk of . Nazareth were 
charmecfby the gracious words of „._, 
!«pus despitethernselves.,Should Trie frightening catastrophe: 
iyve examine the jjul I text of our neyer came ba£k! 
Lord's quotation from the 
jprophet JsaiarV> which was read in 
last Sunday's Gospel, we shall 
jdiscover that our Lord stopped 
ijust before the words/The day of 
p/engeance of our God" He 
jwould' not break into that new 
itrain of thought which might 

lashi with the spirit of His 
issipri. In fact, so meek arid 
aceful was-Jesus's initial ap-
tarance that, John the Baptist, 

I
vilib spoke of a Messiah of 
vengeance and,judgment, asked, 
Vtatthou He whp is t^come?" 
f j Despite the graciousijess of 
esus manifested in thisifirst talk 

pjf His, an upsurge w? bitter, 
jealousy became apparent, "Is 
Wot this Joseph's son?" Note, the 
Nazarenes would not even use 
His name, rather in scorn they 
used the word "this" — this 
fellow' Is He not one of us? The 
tragedy was that the question was 
utterly irrelevant i 
] So often it happens that those, 
nearest to an offered blessing fail 
to lay held of it. Others — like 
ttye Phoenician woman, or the 
Syrian soldier — receive it. That J 
{vas why Luke, the associate of St.' 
faul, who shared his global vision 
of the Gospel, put this incident in 
me forefront of his Gospel story. 
It revealed not only the 
gijaciousness of Jesus's message 
but also its universality. . . 
i i t • 

LFurther, it foreshadowed the; 
er-recurring response of the 

jews to Jesus and later to St. Paul. 
They would reject) Him and He 
would walk out of their midst 
And as the rejected Elijah arid 
Elishawent to the Gentiles', so the 
Gospel would be given to the 
Gentiles 
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] This apparent compliment to 
the Gentiles was what angered 
the Nazarenes The Jews were so 
certain they were God's .people 
that they utterly despised all 
<kher peoples "God created the 
Gentiles," they believed^ "to be 
fbel for the fires of hell;" And yet 
this young Jew preached as if the 
Gentiles were specially favored 
by God. Here was isparfc enough 
to enkindle envy into a blaze of 
murderous hate The morality of 
a fcrowd tends to become that of 
its _lowest components., .They 
Hurried Him to a cliff-tpp with 
murder in their hearts ''But He 
went straight through their midst 
arid walked away " 

| MUSIC COMPETITION 
I ' 

I The Greece Performing 
Society \5 looking for m, l 
talent among the young people of 
the town Prizes of $50 and $25 
Will be awarded at vocal/piarip 
and instrumental solo auditions 
next month. Winners will be 
asked to perform, at the annual 
Ms. Festival Kprir $-7. 
Ifilheauditioris arescheduled for, 

r#arch 2 in Athena High Schoolj 
They are open to all high school 
pupils who live in the town. Entjy 
bfanks are available through 
schools and music organizations. 
aodfrorriMrs^ Gten AHeman, 
663-4693J Feb. 23 is the deadline 
for applying. 
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p Easy to install in new or eld home 
• Cleaner keatii* - ni soot or moke 
• Quieter operation • Lower heatiif 
costs • Years of maintenance free opjsr-
ation • total year iroiiid comfort with 
niitinf art air ctiditioMni owdels 

SPACE 
SAVER 
DESIGN 

only . 
2 2 " wide 

, FMCO Electric : 
BASEBOABD HEATING 

Easily installed ' 
Cleaii heating 

EXTRA 

% 
6 FT. UNIT 

73 

Arvin FURNITURE STYLED 
AUTOMATIC HUMIDIFIER 

'/Exclusive" Endless Foam Beit—One 
-»¥ear.:Wacranty •! Automatic Hiirnidistat 

• Automatic Low VVJater Cut-off • Red 
"Refill" Light • JO-Cailon Plastic 
Water Tank • ijto Draft Operation • 
Exclusive continuously "Self Cleaning" 
belt (Patent Pending) • 10-inch six-
blade fan on large shaded pole" motor 
• Top .air discharge • Easy roll casters 

; • Automatic hu/nid stlt maintains de­
sired humidity level • Furniture styled 

' cabinet fits any room decor • H. 2S'/i", 
; W;. 24", D, Tt".\ 
Model 50HM, Walnut Wood-Crain Ar-

I vinyl on Steel .> .« " acT er\ 

DELUXE MODEL | v f e&> 957.60 
R»a. $73.25 
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