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Bishop's Message on! St John the 
icome to -you today as the 

shepherd of the diocese to be 
among you t o show my concern 
and express my sympathy at this 
t ime o f parish sorrow I extend to 
Father Tobin, to Monsignor Sch-

'wab and to all the good people of 
St.| John the Baptist parish my 
personal sympathy" at the loss of 
yojur beautiful church which has 
served the Elmira area for sp 
many years 

have come to you today tp 
show by my presence that I am 
ready to consider wh'atev^r 
decision is made by Father Tobin 
in J ' con junc t ion w i t h h'ijs 
parishioners concerning the 
future of St John the Baptist 
Church, However, before p 
decision is reached, I am jasking 
that Father Tobin and hip 
parishioners seek! answers to 
questions based on 

..planning data, which wi 
proper 
signify 

jthe total future mission of the 
church in this area JMay I ask that 
you address yourselves to the 
following 

I , I 
I A] POPULATION 
r ' 1 
I, 1 How many people will be 
living in the geographical area 
served by your parish in the riext 
|ive to teaiyears? (U.S. census of 
populationi . 1970 j may be of 
" sistance.) I ' • * 

2. What will be the«forecast of 
tie number of parishioners in the 

(fext ten years? 
3. Will there belany major or 
inor population j shifts caused 

|y.urban renewal, )>lew YorMtate 

f 'jpartrHenjt of [Transportation 
ans, or ] loss of . population 
used by Hurricane Agnes of 

iine 1972? 

' I T 

For Burn 
high. 

ByDICKBAUMBACH 

llmira 
at 

Sentiment is running 
St John the | Baptist 

to three 

Church here to have the church 
rebuilt following an "arson fire 
which destroyed a major portion 
of it '1 ' • 

One parish leader 
ykiuld take two 

final report to 
answering all the 
ready for submission 

estimated it 
weeks for 

be | prepared 
questions and 

ou 
27 
saiB 

THe general alarm fire broke 
: in the 'early morning of Dec. 
Police and fire officials have 
an arsonist set the blaze. 

During a meeting recently of 75 
St jjohn's parishioners, conducted 
by' Father -William D Tobin, 
pastor, shouts, of "no, no, no" 
were} heard when the pastor 
memioned the possibility of the 
church not being rebuilt, but 
amalgamated with other parishes 
or {having a functional building 
replace the church 

Fa her Tobin offered a series of 
questions prepared by Bishop 
Joseph L Hogan, 'which are t o be 
used - as aids in helping the, 
parishioners and the Bishop 
decide if the church should be , 
rebuilt ' 

H , ' 
During a news conference, 

Bishop Hogan said the questions 
wefe only to |be used to help 
make a determination on having 
the] church rebuilt 

The .Bishop offered no 
defint ive position on whether 
the) church should be rebuilt, but 
said the questions would help 
soljre the problem 

During the parish meeting, 
'several committees were formed 
to | delve mdrei deeply into 
readying answers for the Bishop. 

In resporise;to the first question 
ised by the Bisho p, which deals 

\^ith the number Of people living' 
ill the!geographic;J area served 
by the parish, Father tob in said 
Sp John's Was originally aimed 
nVainly at GermaiC residents of 
Elmira and that its boundaries are 

>.rj|ot the •'same as. cither parishes. 

He said from •I i ic j m u persons 
throughout Chemung county are 
rnembersbf St! John's While other 

rishes have -„_ 
where theijr members 
posed to live. 

liviryg 

cass 

Catholics' 
cln always; join 
b'Lit in th^ ca 
boundary lines 
drawn to 
of the church 
Tobin said 

specific areas, 
are sup-

in qne parish 
other parish; 

jof St. John's 
ire not actually 

encompass the majority 
members, Father 

i"Being |a natipnal church 
rrJeans1 that any! Gerrn'an . could 
come to us. Because jwhen St. 
John's was' founded it. was in
tended to serve all the German 
people of Chemung County," the 
pastor said j " j t 

Area 
Correspondents 

Addressing h i f s e j f tc* a 

question on now many 
' parishioners might .be members 
o | .St. John's in 10 yea|rs, Father 
Tobin said, 'The niimber of 
parishioners at St. Johh'f is a little 
less than when I first came here 
Sik or severi years ago, but we all 
know there! has bejn a drop in 
parishioners all over thje world." 

j Father Tobin said 
900 persons 
Mass at St.; John's 

n 1%5 about 
attended! Sunday 

AUBURN 

Mary Am Ciruierty 
WSttet j294 11/2 Soutl 

AiiWim, N Y 
1315-253-2176 

Street Road 

4 CANjArilOAICUA 

Pitriicia Boland 
378 t Gibson St 
Canindafnua, N 
315-3W(*707 

OidcBaumbach 
Mormngside Drive 

- It 

-fipmdLlN Y* 
607-224-3353 

rnucA 

'35 VttySt* 
Chalone 

Trunfensbura, N Y, 

oer, or parishioners^we nave 
ur books, but vire get 300 to 

f nore ai: our Surjday Masses." 
e parishioners decided to 

start a petitipn drive to show their 
strbng interest in] having the 
chjurch rebuilt j ' 

jln closing the meeting, Father 
Tobin said, 'AVe rieetf action. We 
want action and wte don't heed 
delays. We have to get started 
working on| this project now so 
th | Bishop will see |r>ow we feel 
about keeping our parish." 

j lt i^awfrd winning pianist 
M e r ^Nero ! Will! appear in the 
jEaratian, theater"vfith his trio 
Saturday; Jan. % it «:15 p.m., 
tickets are ori sale at Original 
rW|fbrmatfces i n c j , M id town 
Plala Terrace. 

4 In light of I population sur
veys by age groupings, (exl 45-49 
yrs , 50-54 yrs,, 55-59 yrs 6064 
yrs , 65-69 yrs, 70-7f4 yrsJ, e tc) 
please provide me with an age 
profile which shows the projected 
financial viability of the ,parish 
ten years hence j ' 

B] MINISTERIAL NEEDS I 

^ 
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Baptist 

AND PERSONNEL 

the neigj ibormg parishes j to 
discuss these problems of, the 
future 

. 2 In view o* the overall lacktbf 
personnel in the diocese for the 
foreseeable future and tjhe 
availability of other churchesMn 
the area, could not the needs |of 
5t. John ibe imet by the neigh
boring; parishes? I 

.What 3 
sharing 
churches 

-The 

" 1. 'HQW|'aM^is.^^^, lSteir ia^ 
needsfjaiia .iplsj^tral \\ prdblefhs 
facihgj |A^hurchj of jEfmira to, be 
d j ^ t ^ j t f ) ^ > r i ^ ^ p ^ ^ r t : y e a r i ! ? I 
sug4esfe;:=a:; jr^biiirlcfr Jmeeting i o f 
FatherfyWiiiam Td j in j as pastor of 
St. -Jo^n the .Baptists Church, 
Famerjl^nr^ Adamski, end Father 
' " ' ' regiorval-

assistant 
^Respectively, for thei 

(^mdngewSchuyler Region, and 
Fathter|EdwjarrJI Fpy?as pastor of 

C] BUILDING 

Joseph ,. Gii j /hor,: a i 
co^rd|riatori, and 

EMira 

IRISH 

1. In view of the physical. 
condition? of the building, is! it 
best ^p? 5 Tigpair: tJje- present 
structure p f -St Johb|tfie; :;B^piiist 
Chur£h> amalgamate; with ;6tl|er 
parishes or ;build a functional 
building? j • '•'•'•'"! > 1 "•, 

. . - • • . -U • • - , •'? . . .' 

Vpe of church facil rty 
p i l l best .serve the 

needs of the area in .the next 20-

thel Bapti 
based M 
Importer t 
be gathered 
formation" ' 
and a 
.made*, 
report to 

«• submitted 
Office. 

and spac« 

30 years? 

process 
diocese 
to affl'p 

are the possibilities 9f 
fac i l i t ies w i t h , other 
and/or denomlriations? 

important decision 
-. concerning tl?e future Of St. John 

ist"Church should be 
research data and any 
information that might 

Once the in-
has been eprppleted 

decision is -about; to be 
request that a jwrit ten 
the; abbve quesqohs%e 

to me at the^J?asj:oral 

• May I add one final note. In4he 
future, ell parishes faced wi th 
major aroblems'.. dernSnding 
major decisions wil l b> fe|^e4t^d; 

-tcf wortj through, a ' piAining' 
established bV, the. 

•:6 expedite ma'tters and 
i^stors ahd parisfiOneVs. 

NIGHT 

Elmira -^ 'Irish N igh r iw i l lbe 
held at Notre Dame High School, 
9 p.m;-2 aJnji. on Saturday, Jan. 
19. The affair wil l be sponsored 
by the Msgr.i John J. Lee Division 
of the Ancient Order of. Hiber
nians.? Enljeftainment will , be 
provided ;bv the Noel Kingston 
Trio> ah Irish' folk grotHp. Cost of 
the eyenjt jis $5 at ,the door, j 
Refreshments wil l be served, and , 
special avyards will be given. 

BOARD MEMBERS 
s 

West Elmira James J. 
ComerfOrd .and Edward L. 
Kunzinger Jr have been selected 
by members of Our Lady of 
Lourdes School Bqard, tp be 
representatives for 1974 to the 
Chepung \ County General 
-Eduj^iph 6oard of jthe Diocese 
of Rochester. 

• \ i ' | . I • 
The, board has the overall 

author i ty j for the Chemung 
County Consolidated Catholic 
School System. The system has 
four e ementary ahd one junior 
high>sjbhQo|,'with an enrollment 
of 1175 students. 

KNIGHTS SUPPER' 

_ „ KnightsOf 
Columbus d f Horseheads Council 
6158| teld their annual corporate 
COmrnunion and spaghetti supper 
at Stj. Mary Our Mother Church 
here on Saturday. 

During the latter part of 1^73 
the Horseheads Council carried 
out Mr,|grams .of assisting (the 
needy [and die pppr. The projects 
i r ie ludP sendiniisbcks to a skid 
row prbferp in Los Angeles and 
providilrp food baskets to needy 
local ramifies. The group I also, 
gave knitted klfripers to. residents 

*of tpe , Chemung Cpunty | ln-
firmaly,. , 

i — — — ^ — — — — — § 

Howell 
• • • • - • • • ' — — 

COORDINATOR SOUGHT 

" * ' D ^ p ^ H . ~ , A coordinator is 
being ^sought for the religious 
edueafipri program and the adult 
educatioh program of St .Mary's 
Giuroi "Those interested in jthe 
position should contact the 
rectoryi ! 

_.,-!--".. A - home study 
ith discussions ranging 
Role of Mary in the 

iChu rchm rfow ^to interpret the 
Old Testament^ is being offered 
through -SL Ann's Church. For 

ijiore/infOrmatlon edhtact Carol 
Shilkett at 276^6417;. 

BASKETBALL 
. = . . , ,.^. v . | 

Dansviljje I \-f { Anthony 
Savukinas'basketball icoach atSt. 
Mary's, recently]annpuhced the 
fpllowinglboys atje participating 
in the spoft: Tim §au^rbier, Mike 
Mathieu, Jqe RpuhsviUe, Leo 
Bricks, „ Kevin l IM^st i f l , T im 
Shepard, jBriati l ireaphput, bpb 
Burnside, jeHris McQonnell, Jim 
Wei6h, Rjck Infkntinb; Arnold 
Joharitgen, Mijke t Heiman," Tim 
Mas t in , Dave Surtdldf, John 
Welch, Mar ty Stayish, Dave 
Leven, Henfy Heijman, Dan 
VanDurme, Dan Fuhrrnan, Alan 
King ana" Wayne. MqKenzie and 
Jeff ,;Ma>jtin. "TJheS eheerleading 
staff is cohipbsed j Of Joanne 
Hamnione, Alisfe jlohantgen,. 
Kathy Johnson^ Bevjerly Miller, 
Kathy Niezgoda, Karen Redding. 
Lisa Redding, Felicia! Serusa. and 
RachelVanDurme: ] 

ROSARY OFFICERS 

Wayland — The month ly 
meeting o f St.. Joseph's Rosary 
Society wil l be held this evening, 
Jan, 16, at 'which: time new- of
ficers wil l be insjtalled.-They are: 
Caroline'FrautleinVjpje'sident; 
Sheila Case, ^ ice ip les ident ; 
fJeriky Russell, secretary and Judy 
Perkowsklj treasurer/ , ! . 

, / . , | ; 

UGION,01F:«MARY:::||;. .' 

Hornei! i — .Mejinibers o f "-the 
Elmira Curia o f the Legion of 
Mary spoke at all t l ie Masses Jan. 
6 at St. Ignatius; and active and 
auxil iary j memberships were 
accepfedvl 4 -

Aubufn 
.•!'.:;r r: 

i 

CEDAR WINTER 

Auburn ( — ,-
announcM its." 
will include t^o 
penance catechis 

fecently 
program 

sipns for f i rst ' 

The f irstsessi^i l^ursday^ Jan, 
17, m\r%^$M$#&&^t$ 
material On the sacranient^ in-
cludingi h is tor ica j ld^eiopment 
moral d e ^ l o p m ^ i t , concepts o f 
sin, iwohcii|atiojjL f cpnscience 
for^iatim,, ahd!• " a p f ^ i d i l , ] . . \ 

.The s«scpnd sessi<OT, Thursday ' 
Jan. 24, jwfloover| methods and 
materiall for preparing children 
for fjirst penance including lesson 
plans, auoro visual pids, activities, 
penance services; aiid parent 

xnaterialli 

Both sessions wi IbeitCtLlAR, 
frorr|.7:30|tiq 9;30|pifji 

: • lij. I 

Cf DArf has also, announced the 
schedui^ for its second semester 
lesson plianntnjg|5ejssibns f o r 
catechises using (forrJe To t he 
Father texts. . i 

Grade11;will meet Monday, jan 
14; Grade 4/on Monday 
Grade 5 p 'Tu«day j3ah ' . 
Grade 6jon Monday, TFefc 

Meetings will be at 
from 7:30 pjm. to 9:30 p 

lah.'28: 

,4:;: \ . 

GjEDAR 
\\';: 

t he prog-am will highlijght, 
second . semester lessons | with 
suggestions for lessonf ipjan. 
audio-visual aids, activitfes and 
parent involvement. ' '•' '-

cwu MEET ; • . "i j , 
. Auburr^ — The Church Women 

United of Cayuga County] annual 
meeting will be held Jan. 23 at the 

' First Baptist Church. Th^jsafid-
wich lunfcheoVi is scheduledj for 1 
p.m|,. '• ' , ] I .« 

V-
M 

HD COURSE 

! Auburn r- The Human 
J Development! Committee of St. 
Mary's "parish is. sponsoring- a 
family life .education program 
which wil l attempt to help (with 
problems of family fife, especially 
problems in communication and 
understanding. | • 

j I • . - ^ . f{ • . . * .[. : 
An introductory registration 

. session wi l l «]be, held oni Wed-
iTiesday, |an:-fl6 at. 7:30 p.m. at: 
i First United Methodist Churejh, 99 
rSouth St. 

i t h e plirposfe of the rami ly life 
•programiis tpiprovide an ^rijrieh-
rnent experience, for families, 

^together, or., as- individuals. 
Participants wi l l work in , small, 
discussion groups unde ( r j ibe 

; directiorj of gained professiphai 
leaders , from local, agencies-
Additional liriformatiori may foe-
secured ' by j contacting Father 

\ Anthojiy, Val ente > at St." Mary's 
Rectory or M js1 Thomas Connors, 
Lavyton Avenue, . , 

COjRREGTION T ! | 

i. of Jap. 2„ ^the 
incorrectly, stated 

; donation for] the 
St jphn the Saptisit 
ij;a, "came frorn the 

13a|rett Funeral Home. 
was' giyen by] the, 
' and Eons Funeral 

, James O. Barrett 
funeral horrie 'also 

a donation, 

ma • Courier-^bu! 
that a $500 
rebuilding of 
d ju rch , f 
James D 
tha t sum 
CharlesHuj 
Home, 
sajd that, his 
intends to 

Howe Wi 

make 

This page is intended to 
capsulize news '- from 
throughout the diocese, It will 
not, hoyyeyer, contain a!) tfie 
rtews 4mm our * ai^eat 
cottesponoents and Other 
stories will be found 
-thrdughoutme paper. -Out 
correspondents now have 
deadlines [of Wednesday,* 
Anyone wishing news in the 
Courier-journal should - keep 
the deadline in mind* 
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