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“\Was Christmas meant to be so
miserable?” Llyn ' Somers, a
member of the: thohc feminist
group,. St. Joan's International
Alliance, questioned Her reaction
to the holiday season that is riow
in full swing. )

St. Joan’s se mar, “Helidays

- for Women: Bl ssing’ and' Bur-

den” held last Thursday at-
Colgate Rochester/Bexley-
Hall/Crozer . {Center  for
Theological Studies, touched
upon the "fmané:lal -emotional
and physical ain” that the
holidays, from| Christmas to
- Mother’s Day,} mfhct upon
women. - .
4
“Peace on Earth, Goodwill
towards Men and| Jingle Bells are
blaring at you asjwalk down the
street, saleswomeén are velling
“and everyone is ishovmg | fee
like going into one of those stores
and saying ‘Merry Christmas’ to
everyone. But they'd think | was
nuts,” Mrs Somers said wryly

Christmas for Mrs " Somers
principal of the pre- -school
program at St| Augustine’s
Church, has deyeloped. into.

kthatweshould
nge." ’What | do

try- and

- especially .on hI ays is fot

something I enjoy our have talent
for. It'’s something /my husband,
farmlno friends apd next-door-

rs expect }e to do,” she

3!

The rude wakenipg came when
Mrs. Somers was writing out.the
traditional list of Christnfas cards.
“How joyful can Ch nstmas be if |
find myself damnrmiI my friends’
existence because | have to send

1hem Christmas ¢ ds?"

She saw © two| ‘alterpative
courses of action: |“Fither | can

keep going until my family dies

.from my cooking and | fall over
from exhaustion or;} can become
an instrument for -hange.”

While her reniers brought
chuckles, many. ofi the women

gathered expressed gratitude that

they were able to find. a group
which . sympathized - with: . their
predicament. “It [was always
something | had’ tq do,” said one
woman, recalling | he hours of
—preparatron she ha "to put in for
Christmas. “I. dld((\nt want to

complam but ! ew it was
unfair.” ’

She dlvorced her L:usband after |

40 years of marri
to the alliance to krystalize her

, thoughts of feminism. “1 do no

blame my husband; he was
- victim of his sociefy. But | felt

could not be m Ksel nor stand up

for what 1| ht ”  She

hymns; special Christmas prayer
Mass will. b
celebrated each: /day followi
the. novena prayers and ¢
fessions: wrll be heard before and

| lifestyle” with
~dens, -glarit;
“entertainme

Iookmg forward to moving mto
her own

holidays ‘in whatever way she
chooses.
Regardless of a woman’s life

. style, she continues to work;

believes Ellen Zazvcki; who
together with Mrs. Somers
launched St. Joan’s in Rochester.
“The holidays should be a holiday

- for everyone not just for my

husband and family.”

She - recalled going to church
on Easter Sunday. “THe priést was
talking of resurrection and all 1
wanted to do was to find a pew
and curl up in it. The kids had all
torn open their Easter baskets and
the work had only begun.” |

The petite mother of three -

advocates turning every holiday
into a “community sharing.” ”We
have to help the family assume
_ the responsibility of community
~ giving; families pray together and
should gwe together.”

Chrrstmas does contain many fi
.joys, stressed Mrs. Zazycki swho

realizes there are many women

. who are creative and love to cook

we're sellmg out Nahonally
for meri and women.. Interesti
sizes. Tremendous savmgs.
589-9915.

L2

apartment and .having -
the freedom of celebratin the .

o a card fr

begun.to won
is. all about/aF d belreves the rofés
placed on women are “unfair and
not suitabl ,FOr all women ” “This
was not théllinitial plan. Women
have been ﬂuped by the greatest
, marketmg paign ever.”

s‘ of St. Joan’s In-,
: llrance are ursmg N

tematrona 'J
women to; s deter-

mme wh holldays really”
must admit to the -

le brate. Who really

bene{rts from the Christmas

spirit?” Mrs: Somers asked.
. This year
“not to get!writer's cramp” and
has u

would havi

rspent on Christmas
cards a'\nd

mps “for something

. r?/ and show the
| yéar long so
my frlends ,on't need to receive

%(ci)ren ages three and
learned “that there

‘{man_who delivers

ents. “fhéy have to learn:
gratitude fdy what they receive.”

,ethsed Faslu})n Frock clouung '

‘'selection of ﬁym(er styles in all
381-6592; 271-0917, 1-315- -
) F ’

|

. Meet Don Cherry and some of the

‘Hockey with the Pros!

SAT. DEC. 15
3-530 PM.

/000/Sn -things §
by/ d wh/fmg inc.g

7244 Palmyra Rdf ‘

| YOUNG IDEAS FOR
CHRISTMAS

i he:or she will really( .- -
*_appreciate . . . a Gift:

« Certrfrcate

for pams {dps.

7. and stuff from the Sh .
/ Stop atany ofthe 104 - -
: convenient Shed Iocatr
" and pick up-an attractr'
pnnted gift certmcate
. any amount Use Mas

PANTS ‘W’STUFF

SHED |

SUSE"

NOW AT ' t OCATIONS

Mrs Somers decided -
money that she .

Chrlst was an in-

me/” she said. Mrs..

Srclly ]cnklns
used to thlnk |

- -

Sally’s typical of a l6t of people. She likes good
.sounds but doesn’t know - all -that much abeut

. what ‘makes.one system sound better (and some-
times cost more) than another. At CLOUD.9, we
gave her a brief explanation of sound reproduc- :
tion, then let hier listen to some equrpment she
thought she couldnt: afford. Now Sally has her *
own stereo system-—and appreciates Cat Stévens,
James Taylor and John Denver more than ever. -
" ~“What's more, she can even tell you what a woofer
15. Rrght omSally' E

_?: Camera Supplies/Sound Systems

; CR@SS FROM . .
IR ‘QUOITPIAZA
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