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The discovery that there were kids 
hiade a deep im-who couldn't read 

pression on volunteer Tony Ward, who 
has spearheaded the revival of a 
migrant reading program begun by 
VISTA volunteers. 

However, he believes i t is 
"presumptous to assume we really 
made any progress" in,, the Im­
provement of readinjg skills, The main 

* gain has been that |"they.know we're 
concerned," said Ward, who describes 
his role as one of a 
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"real friend." 

migrant, children. This Fall, Ward 
screened area farmers and ran. a 
tutoring program for 27 children, half of 
whom are migrants and half local. 

Volunteers from the parish and from 
St. John Fisher College and Nazareth 
College gather the youngster for an 
hour every Saturday morning and "try 
to relate to the kids as friends." 

"Sometimes things go haywire," 
laughed Ward, remembering the 
morning someone spilled all of the milk 
for lunch? The tutors take turns 
preparing the lunches. 

The migrant children, who are often 
two or three grades behind their peers, 
receive individualized help. Volunteers 
can be seen sprawled in the school 
corridors playing tic-fac-toe, laughing 
with someone who has discovered the 
thrill o f hearing his voice on" tape, 
patiently teaching the rules of typing 
and listening to whatever th^e children 
want to talk about. Ward explained that 
different gadgets are used to get the 
kids interested in reading, listening and 
paying attention. 'The kids have fun, 
thafs why they come," he said. 
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What the volunteers have observed is 
a group of young children who are 
"enthusiastic about life." 'There is no" 
earthly reason why they should be," 
Ward commented as he reflected on 
the poor living conditions hie has 
observed. Most of the parent^ are 
enthusiastic about sending their 
children to the program, although Ward 
has encountered one camp where no 
visitors are allowed. 

One o f the problems .. 
is a decrease in fellow 

1 interest, "there is little 
.& expand the program," he 
| same people are tired of . 
| load. We need people who 
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