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t he Gift of Yourself 

For the Children W(io Wait 
Christmas is a time when most o f us think of sharing: gift-

giving, meeting the material wants of our family, our friends, 
our spiritual brothers in need. There are, of course, always 
many in the community who need our material aid and we 
have been asking you to remember them with gifts of food, 
clothing, household goods, money. 

There is another kind o f gift, though. The gift of yourself. 
Sharing your time and your energy, your love and your home 
meets equally important needs and is truly a gift that returns to 
you in fulfi l lment. *. ^ 

In the spirit of Christmas, we'd like todraw your attention to 
a very special way of giving,.to one of the most needy groups of 
love and patience and security, their potential for joy in living 
and achievement can be fulfi l led. 

You have probably heard that there are very few babies for 
adoption. This is true. You may also have heard that adoption is 
difficult, expensive and limited to the financially well-off. Not 
so — many requirements have been changed in recent years. 

Did you know that in New York State alone a minimum of 
2132 children are waiting for families of their own? 

Most of these youngsters are healthy and of average or better 
intelligence. A great many are white, a few mixed-race or 
Puerto Rican; 1094 of them are ful l black. Whatever the" race, 
with the majority the only handicap isage — that is being older 
than seven and "too o ld" to f i t the requirements of the average 
adopting parents. 

There is also a smaller number of children between four and 

seven years old-with possible adjustment problems; but with 
love and patience and security, his potential for joy in living 
and achievement jean be fulfil led. 

And they, in jti|<rn can. give his adoptive families all the 
satisfactions of parenthood. 

S^>metime^chi||lren are "hard-to-place" because they are in 
parrs or sets — brothers and sisters.Many are normall and well-
adjusted in everyt:!(way but are intellectually slow, in need of 
parents who wil l not only encourage and stimulate them, but 
also accept themgas they are. 

Like these, but requiring special understanding and care, are 
the educable and trainable retarded and the physically or 
emotionally handicapped. Unlike; the healthy normal 
youngsters, those Children with more severe problems may be 
waiting even though they are toddlers, or infants. When 
physical handicap! are likely to be costly to correct or care for. 
adoptive parents piay qualify for medical subsidy, regardless 
of income. There are also supplemental subsidies available for 
children handicapped in other ways, including age, which are 
granted annually ^according to income. 

Could your family circle expand to take in another child? 
This Christmas give the gift of love and make next Christmas a 
truly blessed one for Kimberly who is 12, for 9-year-old John, for 
black and beautitbl Paul and Yvette. 

For informatioj about adopting the children who wait, 
contact Catholic Family Center,50 Chestnut St., (716)| 546-7220. 

ALL IN THE FAMILY 
' Sarah Child JS8&**. 

, I n a recent newspaper there was 
a story about a young, girl going 
to court to get permission to 
change her name_from a two-
syllable Anglo-Saxon surname to 
a iour-syllable fami ly name that 
was her father's before he came 
to this country. 

She told the judge that she "has 
developed a strong feeling of 
pride in the land of my parents' 
origin "and would like to carry 
the name that my father was 
known-by in his native land." 

Her father and mother had 
changed the family name to an 
easily pronounced name when 
they emigrated from Poland to 
this-country. 

Added the young woman: " I t is 
no longer inconvenient and 
embarrassing to have a. foreign 
name" and she said she "would 
carry (her family name) with a 
great deal of pride." 

We can look forward to a great 
deal more of this kino - of 
reasoning by the descendants of 
those who came to this great 
melting pot and changed their 
names for a variety o f i reasons. 

\ 
Some European; immigrants 

had no choice in the matter of 
name changing. Upon arriving at 
Ellis Island they were greeted^ by 
authorities who could not or 
would not pronounce the 
polysyllabic European names. 

i 
The officials took i t upon 

themselves to change names, 
simply informing the newcomers 
that that was the way it would be. 

Today, th i rd and four th 
generations, secure in their place 
as Americans, well-educated and 
proud of their heritage, are 
embracing their forbears' land of 
origin. 

The more homogenized and 
blah the American cul ture 
becomes, the more they seek the 
ethnic differences that make 
them individuals. 

Name changing wil l not be the 
only way of expressing the 
discontent with being one of a 
faceless crowd. ** 

There wil l be a resurgence to 
traditional dress, foods, language, 
music, l i terature, and even 
recreation. 

It is not unlikely that these 
same people wi l l attempt a return 
to the kind ojf religion their great 
grandparents practiced. 

For those who see such a trend 
as just another fad as those, 
currently perpetrated and run 
into the ground by some voting 
people, it must be admitted that 
manias often precede established 
practice. ,3 

In the long run, however, afterr 

the cult makers have tired of the 
ethnic w e should still be left with 
a residue that can only^enrich ail 
of us and our, country-

MRS. BLAKE DIES 
New Canaan, Conn . [RNS1 — 
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Christmas Shopping 
Photo by Susan McKlnney 

L o r n a A p o n t e m i k e s her purchase a t the checkout counter 
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E d Mrs. S, is amother with five 
P O ch i ld ren . She i s in the 
hospital at the present time and 
an aunt is caring for the* litt le 
ones. Any gifts to help the aunt 
out at Christmas t ime would be 
appreciated. St. Mart in be Porres 
Center. 

C Q M r s . D. is a mother caring for 
. * * ™ her three children and her 

Husband who is i l l . The husband 
has cancer and there are heavy 
medical bills w i th nothing to look 
forward to for Christmas. St. 
Martin de Porres Center. 

| » H Mrs. H. is living on welfare 
O v assistance,JJer "husband left 

the home and she haslSx~boys," 
ages six t o 16 years. Any help 
given to her at Christmas time 
would be sincerely appreciated as 
she is struggling to get along in 

' the home and keep the family 
together. St. Martin de Porres 
Center. 

C l Two years ago four children 
° • were left w i th Mr. and Mrs. A. 
by their parents who were friends 
of the A. family. Neither parent 
has been heard o f 'since. This 
family is receiving assistance 
from Monroe County Department 
of Social Services and the four 
children are included in the 
budget, but they do need clothing 
for school. The children are a girl, 
10, a boy, 9, a gir l , 7, and a girl, 5. 
The family needs toys and.foqd 
for Christmas; they badly .need a 
refrigerator also. Catholic Family 
Center. , 

C*% Mr. C. is employed but does 
™<™ not earn enough to fully 

support his family consisting of 
. his wife and five children, a boy, 

18, a boy, .15, a girl, 11 , a gir l , 4, 
- and a girl, 1 year. Monroe County 

Department of Social Services 
gives - supplemental assistance. 
This family really tries very hard, 
but problems keep coming up: 
gas and electric service was cut 
off. When the family paid the bi l l , 
the rent could not be paid on 
time. The C. family needs two 
beds and clothingforthe children 

c, and a Christmas dinner. Catholic 
Family Center. 

|SOMrs . D. is a widow with six 
" * * c h i l d r e n . " She receives 
financial assistance f rom ' the 
Monroe County Department of 
Social Services as does her aged 
father who lives in the j iome. Her 
children range in age from 4 to 17 
years. Mrs. D. does well iq 
rearing her-children but at times 
things get overwhelming. Even SO; 
when her sister died on Nov. 7, 
1973, leaving six children without 
parents, Mrs. D. without 
hesitation took these children 
into her home. The children 
range in age from 8 t o 18. They 
are supported by a grant from the 
Monroe County Department of 
Social Services. This entire family 
is in need of items to bring some 
cheer atthis holiday time « a big 

. dinner, toys for the younger 
children and clothing. Catholic 
Family Center. 

A A M r s . J. is the mother of seven 
w ^ c h i l d r e n . It is diff icult at 

Mrs Eugene Qrson Blake; wife of d u r N t i n ^ R o c S g j » J ^ f S t a h mother and 
° f t r ip . Standing beh ind Lprna are f lef t J o n ight ] GlenSoly " S K f e ? ^ b d o , n g a f m e **> the retired general secretary 

c^^o^xillcscha: ^ ^ B ? ^ ^ ^ 
been in poor health for several ~ 
years. 

Long a n d Cynthia Or t i z . The Jayncees assisted 35 children 
from Mt. Carmd School with their Christmas shopping. 

and this is a close family. 
Catholic Family Center. * 

[More cases next week]. 
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SEND DONATIONS TO l Catholic fes 50 Chestnut Street 


