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'Editorial 

The Facts Suffice 
Cardinal John Heenari, archbishop of West­

minister, in a recent, powerful sermon charged that 
his country, Great t Bri tain, \ is undergoing an 
"organized attack on l i fe . " » \ 

Avoid ing the so-called divisji've arguments on the 
subject,, the cardinal, according to Religious t^ews 
Service, used facts supplied by the register general, a 
top government of f ic ia l whose off ice records all 
births, deaths and marriages in the country. 

The cardinal spoke at j a Mass for Life. 
Paraphrasing would be diminishing. Here's what he 
said: j 

"The success of your campaign against abort ion 
depends on your ability to make people see' that 
abort ion is a rejection of l i fe. It is sometimes said by 
pro-abortionists that you use exaggerated language, 
anjl produce revolt ing but misleading pictures. 

"Abor t ion , they say, is not murder . . . It is . 
unfair to talk of an unborn baby being slaughtered 
when all that has happened is the disposal of a piece 
of jel ly. So today we shall not call names, not 
exaggerate, not use any horror tactics, We shall qui te 
simply and Soberly look at the facts. 

"The first and most up-to-date fact is that the 
birth rate has, fallen to its lowest for 40 years and the 
death rate is rising. If the trend continue^, we shall 
soon be. a disappearing race. 

> "We have been misled because the expectation 
of l i fe is far higher than at the beginning of the 
century. People grow much older but they do not 
become immorta l . Eventually they die. 

"From now on we are likely to have a rising 
death rate. But we shall not be replacing the o ld 
people. We have been to ld so frequently that Britain 
faces disastrous overpopulat ion by the end of the 
century that it has become a p a t r i d t i c d u t y not to 
have chi ldren. 

"That has been the whole pattern of thought. 
Contraceptive pills for a l | — especially school girls 
because they cannot provide a home for a ch i ld , and 
abort ion for those who forget to take the; p i l l . A l l th is ; 
w i th free vasectomy for men, should make England 
safe f rom babies. This is not an exaggeration. In this 
country there is an organized attack ah life itself. 

if "Before life begins it should be prevented. 
Before it develops i t should be destroyed. Before it 
becomes a burden in o ld age it should be dispatched. 
That is our philosophy o f l ife — which,! as you can 
see/ is really a philosophy, of death. 

"We are appalled by the deaths on the road. 
During the Vietnam war we were ready to demon­
strate against the carnage. For some reason the at­
tack on civi l ian life in the womb leaves most people 
unmoved. ° , . 

" I do not want to shock you wi th abort ion figures! 
. It is enough to say that as a result of the new law an 
act which was once a crime is now commit ted by the 
government on behalf of mothers, m fact — if not in 
theory — any women can have the f ru i t of her womb 
removed if she finds i t inconvenient. 

" I do not believe that the men and women who 
passed this law (the 1967 Abort ion Act) appreciated 

its effects. The great attack on l i fe in this country is 
. going to have sociological results which few can 

imagine. IF is enough to -say that t inkering wl tn the 
cells of l i fe is a dangerous occupat ion for any 
nat ion. " 

Wel l put. And, of course, applicable to the 
United States as wel l . 

December 7 
Wars never reaily decide the problems they are 

fought for. Wor ld War II stands as an historical 
example. The countless men who died and the 

- myriad countless more who risked their fives to 
produce a safe wor ld obviously were misused. 

For since Wor ld War II there has been no peace. 

Regardless, as Dec. 7 reproduces i tself this week, 
,we should all make painful note and offer gratitude 
to alt those men and women who altered their lives in 
a mistaken hope some 30 years ago. 
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Editor: 

Mr. Cowan's letter in the Nov. 7 
iCourier-Journal asks "Where is 
the Rosary and Benediction?" 

Dr. Tom Dooley, author of 
"Deliver Us From, Evil," said on 
the Blue Arrijiy Television 
Program (prior to;! 1960) "America 
must awaken to It's own sense of 
belief in God." We asked him (Dr. 
Dooley) "Is the tnessage of Fati-
ma important it to (V ie tnam) 
refugees?" He finswered, "Yes, 
and this is- the pnswer America 
must discover. We MUST awaken 
n people this idea . . . making 
;hem understand what Our Lady 
af Fatima said, vynat spirituality 
neans. Education in this is what 
we need'. . . this is the answer. 
This is what wd've got to do." 
[Soul Sept.-Oct., 1973) 

In two recent Jssues of the 
Mational Catholic Register, Father 
Daniel Lyons referred to Labs 
and Cambodia (tlW18) and Viet 
Nam (11/25). He told of "refugees 
who had gladly left their an­
cestral lands and all their 
possessions rather than fall into 
Communist hands. The Diem 
I Viet Nam) column stated more 
ihan 100,000 Vietnamese gave 
iheir lives as martyrs for the 
Catholic faith in the past 300 
years, and it was Diem's proudest 
boast that he was a descendant of 
Vietnamese martyrs." 

, In the Sept.-Oct. issue of Soul, 
the Vietnamese people beg 
pastors throughout America to 
join the South Vietnamese for 
one month in daily services from 
our new year (Jan. 1, 1974) until 
Tet (Feb. 1,1974) when they will 
welcome the International 
Pilgrim Virgin in fervent hope for 
a miracle of peace. The month of 
February is a month of festivity in 
Viet Nam. A special Mass will be 

•concelebrated on the feast of Gur 
Lady's Purification, 

Can we ignore their plea? Or 
for that matter the plea of Our 
Blessed Mother any longer? Our 
pastor,. Rev. Chester Klocek of St. 
Leo's in Hilton, will hold daily 
devotions of Benediction and the 
Rosary throughout the month of 
January, 1974, for. this intention. 

aWill yours? Will y;ou ask him? 

•' . I Surely Am^icafwi l l be blessed 
through taking tHJ's action. 

•I i 

'Rosary Society 
St. Leo's Church 

Hilton, N.Y. 14468 
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Editor: ,; I 

' " " J 
On behalf of thj= Catholic War 

Veterans of Monroe County, I 
wou ld l ike to thank those 

ImumERrJDURNAL] 

Bish o p Joseph L. Hogan 

President 

Anthony J. Costello 
General.Manager 

Carmen j< Viglucci 
Editor 

Rev. Louis J. Hohman 
•- Episcopal'Advisor 
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Michael Temgino 
County Commander 

238ThomcliffeDr. 
Rochester, N.Y. 14617 
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Editor's 

nap-

Mrs. Anna Nicoletti 
i Country Cables Cirde 

Rochester, N.Y. 14606 

Note: From time to 
time septuagenarian Mrs. 
Nicoletti provides for Courier-
Journal re; den a homey glimpse 
into life a* it was and is. 

Some Ideas 
For Liturgy 
Editor: . 

Many changes have taken 
place in recent years on hoiv our 
Mass should" be celebrated. I do 
not know how these changes 
were brought about, however, I 
have a few I would like to 
suggest. • 

•Could the "offering of the Sign 
of Peace" be delayed t i l l the end 
of the Mass? It seems like the 
most appropriate time and could 
serve as an opportunity for a 
friendly conversation after Mass. 
Who knows, maybe we might get 
to know some Of those people we 
only know as faces. 

For many, it is awkward and 
sometimes very confusing to 
offer the sign o f peace as we do. 
Some churches don't even dp it 
and I-am sure they must have 
their reasons.^ 

If instead, we were asked to 
offer a Hail Mary or a prayer at 
this t ime of the Mass for the 
person in the parish who will die 
in the coming week, it would not 
only be as appropriate, but, the 
person we pray for may be 
ourself. 

Robert J. Beiswenger 
171 West 3rd St. 

Coming, N.Y. 14830 

Please Help 
At Christmas 

Editor: 

A diocesan newspaper has 
many functions, I'm sure. But the 
one that i the Courier-Journal 
undertakes which is dearest to my 
heart is the annual' Christmas 
Fund. 

Some time back ! was a social 
worker in another area. I know 
firsthand the misery that is 
generated by a lonely or im­
poverished Christmas. Often I 
wished I could do more to help 

than I was /able to do 
singlehandledly. 

The people in the diocese of 
Rochester are fortunate to have a 
dfocesan paper that cares. And 
also congratulations to Catholic 
Charities .for its many ongoing 
and worthwhile programs. 

Please help the fund. 

'• Uurfe Keith 
28WeMesley 

Rochester, N.Y. 

Opinidns to the editor 
should be addressed: Letter to 
the Editor, Courier-lournal, 
RicNord Building, 67 Chestnut 
St., Rochester, N.Y. 14604. 
They should be no /onger than 
1 1/2 pages, typed double-
spaced, Names and addresses 
should be included, f he paper 
reserves the right to edit all 
fetters. 
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