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Commumcatmg wrth Kmd De[;

[Sister -Christine Francis
Saldanha died Wednesday, Nov.
22, at the Sistérs of St. Joseph
,Motherhouse, aftei . suffering a
second cerebral hemorrhage.
_Mass of ‘the Resurrection was
celebrated . Saturday, - Nov. 24.
Msgr. William' Shannon - was
celebrant. The following story

was written two days prior to her

_death.]
Photos by Susan McKinney
Text by Pat Petraske
An interest in her homeland

- marriage ceremony
-in England.. The pétite, 64-year- .

prompteclher torise at 5 a.m. last
week to watch the fairy tale
taking place

old sister was missed at™ early
morning Mass, but when she

exclaimed “wedding!” her friends .

- knew why Sister Christine had

been curled. up in front of the"
television set.

Sister  Christine - Francis
Saldanha :suffered a cerebral
hemorrhage in 1960 and although

WORD FOR SUNDAY
Fr. Alberl Shamon

Sunday Readl s: (RT) Jer. 33:14-
16. (RZ) T Thess 3 124:2. (R3) Lk.
21:25-28, 34-36.-

Each Advent begms a new
_cycle of Suriday Readings. This
- Advent starts the Year C. This
means St. Lukes Gospel will
predominate throughout the
year. St. Luke was not a Jew. He
was probably -a doctor from
Antioch in Syria. We know he was
a close friend and companion of
‘St. Paul. His Gospel reflects the
Pauline theme, namely, God's
salvation is meant for all- -men, not
just for thé Jews.- Luke wrote for
non-Jews, perhaps around 75 A.D.

The first Sunday of Advent
always has a Gospel which speaks
of the coming of Jesus at the end
of time.

If we stop to consider the .

coming of the Lard which- most of
us generally. observe in Advent, it
is His coming at Bethlehem. But
that was 1900 years ago. We sing,
“O come, O come, Emmanuel,”
and by a psychologucal somer-

sault try to situate ourselves in -

Old Testament times. This kind of
distortion ‘is not altogether
_healthy for a mature spmtual life.

reflect durin tﬁeAclvent: ‘that. the
" coming of. Lord: is more-a

. present_and future event that a

: past. 'What happened at-

fBela;::l;'le em is still awaitin

uin nt in our :own rSOn
trl’:ﬁn in the life of thp:world

at large| “The days are coming,” ™
says t| Lord “when | will. ful i
the promise” (R1). These words
have much impact now as

when Jetemiah uttered ‘them 2500
years 0. -
B 2 -

Theworld as we know it, is still

promised was completely
fulfrlledTnelther by the earthly life

of Jesus inor by His continued life--

» in the Church. The fullnéss of His-

. ngdom has not yet «come. -

Unlrkel?,the coniin of ariy other

Every Mass celebrates His _
presence among us in His word -
and in the consecrated species.
And He comes and comes and

cames in word and in. sacrament,

again and -again and again, that -
He “may strengthen your hearts,
making them blameless and holy

“she can understand1
say, she finds it hard
municate,”
Liguori Dunlea a nurde at St;
Joseph's lafirmary wh e Sister
Christine now lives. Stst' Liguori . .
has been ‘a close fiiehd since
Sister Christine was_stritken and
has earned to translate for her.

“If they love each; tl'ier then
that's okay,” Snstevl) Christine
* smiled in answer to‘the. questron

of whether, it was per sible for
a commoner, Capt, Marl PhlllpS
to marry Prmcess A

enthusiasm for the ) famrly
also inspired her to : send a

congratulatory note!,'t6,  Quee
Elizabeth aftrgr the ﬁ‘lrfh of h r
first son Charles ..
C
“She naturally was quite
thrilled when she réckived an
acknowledgemert.! from
_Buckingham Palace,{w
Liguori sald 7k
e 1
-Born in Kent Englagd Sister
Christine came to tHe Unted
States in -1938 to bécome.
missionary: She perfornléd ofﬁce
duties and. lived wuth the Sisters

before our God and Father” (R2). ~of Mercy: in Selma{ i Alabama, -

What -is needed - among _
Christians is that we respond”

" lovingly to His presence now an

to the challenge of His first -
coming, hoping . for the
fulflllment of His Kingdom.

The trouble is, we are perhaps
too well satrsfled with things as
they are. That was the trouble
with the Thessalonians: Paul

. Eleaded with them. “I know you

now how to ¢onduct yourselves

in a way pleasing to God,” he -

told them. ¥l know you ate so
conductmg yourselves. But the

problem is, you-must learn. to

, make still - -greater progress.”

There you have it, Life is like '
rowmg against a fast moving

. current. S ould one stop rowing, °

the ‘boat is swept:backward: The .
fable of the race between the _

turtle and the tortoise is:ad rem..
" Victory belongs. only: 'to those

Actually, it would be: better to

who plod éver -onwards, no
matter ‘how . slowly

laboriously,.andriot to thosewho
glory in th
and rest or their laurels.

- Advent is a ‘call “to make’ still:
greater progress to- make more.

room in-our lwes for the commg

Chnst.

Shoqld we let Him in ourlives 2 -
bit more, would this not be like--

the sun fallmg om the héavens:

and® the earth being shaken?. .
Whlch may not be all that bad'

in need lof Christ. What Jeremnah* SRR ,JLOT{KERE,II.M =

“peter ‘Rabbit and Tales "o

Beatrix Potter,” a film featurln

the Royal Ballet. of England, wrll

-be - present‘ed in. three ,per

forrnances at the Memona[

advent of’.,,':" gl Ty -

When the- Sisters - of! t, Joseﬂh
came South to work: with t
fathers of~ St. . Edi wnd, “she
decided to enter the q:onvent:

Sister Christine bec
for her plants and eve

e noted
ear she

raises appr‘ommately SOleants to

. explaine ister,

Sister

Sister Christine Francis proudly dlsplays an Afncan violet

which is part of her ”garden” of 50 plants.

sell at the St. Joseph
Motherhouse JFall “Festival.
“green thumb” _springs from a
strong interest in botany Sister
Christine faught science at St.
Agnes High Schoola nd Nazareth
Academy after receiving her B.S.
from Nazareth College-where she.
#also taught. Later she obtained

- her master’s degree from Catholic

University in Washington, D.C.
Thanks ‘to her masters
dissertation, all-the trees on the
Nazareth College .campus have
been -identified.

A sllfht aphasnc condmon the
partial loss of the ability to use or
understand words, is the only
majornoticeble result of the
cerebral hernorrhage. During her.
subsequent hospitalization, Sistér
Chnsténe hhad tha) relearn’ tl;e
everyday things-that most people
takeo;,yfokl grangtsed She now oc-
cupies her time with helping the

other infirmed sisters orwatching |
television: especially. “Family .

Affair” ‘and "I Love l.ucy /-

T
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each of the feast days of
the sisters in the mflrmaxy, Sister

Christine disp! her ability in
script prmtmgagy making small
signs that are hung on

bulletin_boards. The neat, self-
taught writing style is also used
for hohday messages.,

“Sister does so many kmd
things. She -is being gracious
without needing to talk,” Sister
Liquori said.

One of her proudest claims is
that she is a descendant of St.
Francis Xavier and has a first class

relic whose papers. have been

authenticated in Rome. Enclosed .

in a small round box, the relic

looks like a- speckof dark ash but -

is actually a piece of.bone. Also—
in her collection are relics from -

. St. Benedict and Pope- Pius. X-and
ar prece of the ongmal cross.

 NEED
“WORK .
' DONE?

. 29YRS.EXP.
- - INREMODELING
" - ~FIELD. .. - ’

" NO SALESMEN -

. .NQ OVERHEAD ..

" NOPRESSURE -

- WE-ARE -A CO-OP. OF:
| CARPENTERS . :
;‘,.mmns

o noorns&smens

- PLUMBERS -
. WE DO AI.LTYPES

" OF kmpoNG AT,
Low LOW rruces.,

K}

- ¥ T -
o *Ww;‘}..kf

SR TAA L LA

O e W

i et T gy

i K T S

o, ——

U T,

L s asowk D iawe ik



nbt.be

