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On American Religion

By JOHN DASH
One day, we hope rich
language of Alistair Cooke |will

accompany a television program
prttmg two of his favorrte PEO le
in  American history

Mencken with hls ”bl tant
atheism” and Father Juniperc
Serra, “the classic example of-the
men who walked the great arc of
the West, whose sole interest was
the conversion .of 1 tan,
whoSeonlyarmwasto live
their Faith in the fearf(il m-

nocence of its Founder”

Cooke,. who  professes

agnosticism, (“yet should |
become religious, 1 ould
ready

E!eoared such a segment: but

of one technich
ficulty or another, it has never

been aired.

The Brrtam-born Anjerican

citizen was - in Rochester last
week promoting hts book,

America a hefty and ha dsome

volume covering the pation’s
history along the lines| of his
immensely popular television

series of the same' title,

With his inimitable grbani

his conversation with this
reporter traversed the dourse of
both the glorres and shames of
the role of missioners| to - this
country, somehow always settling
back on his admiration for Father
Serra.

As a token of that admiration,
“"while | verY’ seldom |take on
projects,” he agreed to aid a
California-based grou raising
funds to preserve Father Serra’s
birthplace at Petra, ©

Cooke -also confesfes he is
aware of procedures under way
for the. Franciscan missioner’s
canonization. He wonders if one
of the requisite miracles for
formal sainthood might be the
fact that the priest had an in-
fected foot “which hejrefused to
treat, yet he walked through that
terrible dusty scrulf carrymg

bells.”

Cooke guesses that|the prrest’s
affliction may hhve been
ulcerated varicose

The miracle, Cooke proposes, 15

that the priest' carrfied on his
missionary activities %nd died at

25 EAST AVENUE _

‘Majorca.,

eins whose _
only treatment was bandagmg -

Enjoy Thanksgiving Dinner

-~ at the Manhattan -
Complete Full Course Dinner $ 4 25
(Children Under 12 ¥-15) .
Reoenre Todly for the Entxre Farmly

Convement Indoor Plrlung in -Midtown Glrnge .

‘His feeling for Father Serra,
however, does not spill over into
what the Spanlar s call their
”black myth.”

Cooke told this reporter the
story of an Indian chteftam who
was “very pious in his own
religion” - and who refused to
convert. The early evangelists
tied the man to a stake, Cooke
says, asked him one last time if he
would convert and set him afire.

The great chief “as the flames

were licking over his body, said, ‘|
will refuse to convert because |
fear | should go to heaven and
meet thete only Christians, ”
_Cooke relates, suppressing a
“shudder whlch rippled the

shoulders 0‘ hIS audrence

Nor does his feeling for Serra
cover' some Catholic clergy he
sees promoting religion on a

“vory crude level, a religion of
bigoetry: and the’ tavern.”

He, nevertheless, is very aware.

of some “brave modern priests,
who, in a world of the boimb that

has profoundly influenced two
generatrons of children, ask
profound questrons on the

meaning of life.”

The remainder of Cooke's
religious sensibility seems
literary. He is appalled at what he -
calls “the vulgarization - of .
Catholicism,” and is disgusted by

- certain popular conceptions _of

Christ, especlally that of - the
”superstar

His affection for the King

James Version of the Bible rests
_on his idea that “if it is splendid
"as literature, it says it all.” He .~
feels contemporary translations
have “absoultely no cadence;:
and . the King James is a
monument of Elrzabethan Prose.”

Somehow, the new book,
America, became lost in the
interview and as Alistair Cooke
bade this reporter goodby, he put
in the pitch, “let's do something
for Fatﬁer erra’s brrthplace o

But, a brief word. America,
ubllshed by Knopf, is

deltghtful story told |

man. tS

- shelf, whose text and’pictures will
grace any soul.

| 'PHONB 454.7158

"Anwrrcan Peop
;_:;'type of mystical experience.

.1972 national

a subtle'
book that will grace any llbrary ,

" Wednesday, November 21, 1075
Many.Report -
;EXpeﬂenceé

San Francisco [RNS] — Father

';,'-,;‘Andr“ew Greeley, the noted’
““sociologist, reported here that

more than one third of the
le have had some -

In a presentation on “The

Z‘:"Socrology of Mystical Ecstasv'gat
‘, .the joint meeting of the Society
. fof the .Scientific . Study . of
,Reltgron and- the Religious

" Research . Association, the

University of Chicago socrologlst
stated that “36 per cent of the
Armerican spopulation say that’
they have at some time in their
lives felt as though they were very
close to a powerful force that
seemed to hft them out of
themselves.”

Lustmg"the findings of a Spring
sample, the
Catholic priest said that 61 per
cent reported “deja wu” .ex-
periences — that they thought
they were somewhere th
been before but did not know
exactly when, and that 30 per
cent reported having had contact
with the dead.

Another data breakdown,

‘Father Greeley reported, in-

dicated that Protestants are
almost twice as likely as Catholics
to- have had ”mystrcal ecstacy”
expertences .

Irrsh Americans, ‘whether
Catholic or Protestant, are the
most likely to be mystrcally'
rnc‘ljmed of any ethnic group, he
sai

A composite profile of the most
likely type of person to report a

-~
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mystical experience indicates -

that such an individual would be
a black Protestant male over 40

with. high income and college
education, acicor'dmg to the

survey's fmdmgs,

- ages?-

by  area . Catholics ‘in the

Charlsmatrc Renewal

Pentecostal meetlngs are held

on Mondays at the homes of: Mr.. -
and Mrs. Robert Dunning, 159

Chestnut Ridge Rd., Chili Center;
Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Schulz 156 N:

(reace Rd., N. Grooce.

On Tuesdays, ‘Mr.
William Buechel 3681 Lake

Avenue, Rochester, Mrs.  John

Sherry, 15 Starlite Dr., Rochester:

Mr. and Mrs. Wafren Lynch

K Hamhn-Clarkson Town Lme Rd,,

Hamlm .

On Wednesdays, Mr. and Mrs

Richard Mahaney, 479 Covewood

Bivd., Webster

On Thursdays Mr. and Mrs.

‘Oscar Hauser, 1570 Culver Rd.,

Rochester; St. Charleés Borromeo

Church, Rochester. -

“On Saturday evening, Mr. and

Mrs. John Donnelly,; 9 Ellicot St.,
Rochester; Mr. and-, Mrs. ]ames

_Reid, 113 Amrty‘ St., Spencerport; *
ad * Mr. and Mrs.

Donald Woll-
schleger, 350 N. Winton Rd,
Rochester

FitM ACCOMPANIST

Pianist-lecturer Terry Waldo
will present a - lecture-

demonstration on silent film !

accompaniment at the Memorial

Art Gallery, Saturday, Dec. 1, at .
7:30 p.m._He will be showing old

films and playing live music to
illustrate hisagointsi ’

1
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GALLERY SHOW

Rochester sculptor Mort
Goldblatt is showing sculpture in
limestone at the Muggleton
Gallery .in Auburn through Nov.
30. Also displayed at the showing

are original prints by painter Edna
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and  Mrs. '

Weekly prayer meetings lare.
held at Ss. Peter and Pau} Church:
at 7:30 p.m. on Wednesdays hnd«'
at St. Theodore Church at. 8 p.m
on Mondays. }

Mass is celebrated - at . Bj am.
every First Frtday at St. Lawrence
Church and at'7:30 p.m._on|the

iast Thursday of the month’ at St. ;
Charles Borrqmeo Church. '
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