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“The status and role of women
in U.S. religion are*on the rise.

American women are being
chosen for high. national, in some
cases international, .administra-
tive- positions:

Claire Randall, a ,Texan and
United Presbyterran laywoman is
general * secretary-elect of the
National Council of Churches, a
Protestant-Orthodox
tiog).

organiza-

7 Jean Eckstem of lowa City was
elected in October as president of
‘the National Council of Catholic

. lLaity.

4

. Catholic

Dr. Marion Kelleran of .
Alexandria, Va., was chosen last
July as chair-person of the
Anglican Consultative Council, a

global advisory body that in-
cludes the Episcopal Church.

Conservative Judaism in the
U.S. in September changed its
regulations to allow women to be
counted in the minyan, the
quorum of 10 or more adult Jews
required for communal worship.

Women are.more numerous in
chaplaincies, including military
d hospital assignments.

The Rev. Florence Dianne
Pohlman, a United Presbyterian,
became the first woman U.S.
Navy chaplain last July; in
- September, the Rev. Lorraine Kay
Potter, ordained by the American
Baptist Churches, was-sworn in as
the first woman Air Force
chaplain.

The Rev. Faith Cornwall a

United Methodist and chief
chaplain at Tennessee’s Central
State mental hospital, is one of a
growing force of lay and clerical
women involved in hospital and

pnson chaplaincies. -

Women are more prominent in
rellgron-related and seminary

educatron

are assuming

in several

parochial school
systems. For example, Sister
Elinor Ford, OP, is superintendent
of schools in the Archdiocese of
New York. In Rochester, Sister
james Lynch, SSJ, is coordinator
of educational services.

Nuns

“top
leadership

Roman

ForiWomeninU S,

The Rev Patncra Budd Kepler

a United Presbyterran is the new .

director of mlmstenal studies at
the Harvan Umversrty Divinity
School. /d

Ten womeh were. among the 60’
admrmstr:}tgs attending the late
October meeting of the Midwest
- Association] “of Theological
Schools. Sister Joan A. Range of
St.  Louis Umversrty Divinity
School became the first woman
on -the association’s board and
was subsequently Telected
secretary-treasurer.

- The visibility of women in
relrgron is increasing apart from
the issue of. the ordination of
women, althgugh that continues
as a thorny issue .in Catholicism
and Anglrcamsm _

In early O¢tober the triennial
General Cdnventron of the
Episcopal Church failed. to a
prove moves that would have:
permitted women ‘priests. The
denomination ordains women to
a lower level of ministry and- the
relatively strong vote for women
priests - at the convention gave
supporters cause to hope for a
liberalizing of the canons in three.
years. . .

The Anglican Consultative
Council, whrch holds no
Iegrslatmg power for the world’s
47 million Anglicans, sees' no
reason to b dr women from the
priesthood and- it suggests that
each of the autonomous Anglican
Churches make its own decision.

While . the pre—conventron,,

Episcopal debate on wornen
priests claimed. wide attention,

there was almost no fanfare last
June when the Reformed Church

in America broke with a 345-year-

old precedent and opened the
way for possible ordination of

women.

Joyce Stedge, 47, a mother of
six who lives in Pearl River, N.Y.,
is the first. woman in the
Reformed denomination to
receive a license to preach. She:
anticipates ordination.

Despite the assertion of British
author Joan Morris that women
held jurisdiction equal to that of
bishops in pre-16th century
Catholrcrsm4 advocates of
women’s ordination in the

Charismatics List Meetings -

~ The followmg is a list of
meetings and Masses sponsored
by area Catholics in the
Chansmatlc Renewal.

Pentecostal meetings are held
on Mondays at the homes of; Mr.
and Mrs. Robert Dunning, 159
Chestnut Ridge Rd., Chili Center;

Mr. and Mrs. Klaus Schulz 156 N.
Creece Rd., N. Greece.

On Tuesddys, Mr. ‘and Mrs.
William Buechel, 3681 Lake
Avenue, Rochester
Sherry, 15 Starlite Dr., Rochester;
RMr.
Hamlin-Clarkson Town Line Rd.,
Hamlin.

On Wednesdays Mr.. and Mrs.
Richard Mahaney, 479 Covewood
Blvd., W. Webster.

On Thursdays, Mr. and Mrs.

Oscar Hauser, 1570 Culver Rd.,
Rochester; St. Charles Borromeo
Church, Rochester.

Crossword

GlelololT]
AR

Mrs. John
and Mrs.- Warren Lynch,

On Saturday evening, Mr. and
Mrs. John Donnelly, 9 EHicot St.,
Rochester; Mr. and Mrs, James
Reid, 113 Amrty St., Spencerport;
Mr. and Mrs. Donald  Woll-
schleger, 350 N. Winton Rd.,
Rochester. |

Weekly prayer meetings are
held at Ss Peter and Paul Church
at 7:30 p.m. lon Wednesdays and
at St. Theodbre Church at 8 p.m.
on Mondavs.

Mass is celebrated at 8 p.m.
every First ,Frrday at St. Lawrence
Church and|at 7;30 p.m. on the
last Thursday of the month at St
Charles Borrpmeo Church,

Nazareth Alumnae
Plan Trhvelogue
The Nazareth College Alumnae

Assocratlon will sponsor" a-
travelogue| at the Nazareth
College Arts Center on Wed:-
nesday, Now 14, beginning at 8
pm. |

The speaker; Ka e Lechleltner
will desciiibe trip to-
California, r,cludmg such areas .
as Souther . California,- coastal
regions, Daneyland Yosemite
Valley, Lake Tahoe and the
Sequoia’ National Park. Her
program. will, be rﬂustrated wrthi
~color slrdes - R, :
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. and the Church. “We;

- agrees| -
A Francr ;.

Catho ic Church u};see
likelih of wrnmrﬂg Vatican or

.popular backing m,. the near
future.

A Cammission’ on 5 he Role of
Women in Church ahd Society,
approved by Pope ,aul is not
considéring the- possrbrllty of

¥

ordaining women.

Yet the panel is expiormg ways:
to expand the involyement o
women in the Church, and the
pontiff |does not seem to have
closed |the door oniji {those who
disagree with the Vatitan's views
on women’s. ordinatf fon. Sister
Maria Teresa Macleod, OP, a nun
who reportedly finds no biblical
or doctrinal objections to women
priests, |has been natyed to the
Vaticah Congregdtion for
ReI|g|0Ls and Secular;l Institutes. .-

Senti
priests, however, is str@hg in some
segments of the’ Cathglic Church,
-and interest in c( nsrdering
priesthdod in Irght women'’s
demands for “equality in
ministry’”’ . is © evén more
widespread.

“We're just begmning to ask
the question, ‘What is Christian
priesth od?’ "’ Sistér fgnes
Cunningham of St. Mary of the
Lake rnary, Mundelein, il
said recently. !

“We've been operating out of
the Judaic priesthood which had
no place for women,”{added the
nun, the first women td become a
drrecto the Cathohc

ment faizor’i g

The . women’s 'liberatlon

movement has und edly had

impact |on religiou : Structures,

making |{them more receptrve to

the leadership and voices “of

women.

. Assessment of | ln‘drvrdual
qualities was behir é the elec- .
tion ofj Ms. Randa[l,,tq the top
National Council oﬂ Churches
post, ofgrs Eckstein ds president

of the Catholic laity, ! douncrl and
Dr. Kelleran as chairperson of the
. Anglican Consultat vé Council.

“Tokenism” does noh appear to
have n involvedtin any of
these choices. Each df the three
women; in their owh areas of
actlvrty has had.lop g years " of
experre ce and teste _ability.

Ms. Randall, who b;écomes the

rld’s foremost» woman
ecumemst when she s!.fcceeds Dr.
R. J. Edwin “Espy, a8, National
Counci general secretary on Jan.
1, 1974, is known a% ”tough”
admmr trator  with ’tl'econcrlmg
sprnt. A

Women often btrhg broad

spectr ms of concefns — and
loral values, accordmg to

Cardm | Humberto Yledeirds of
BostonT to public d,religious
'Ife- '

In taking the hgﬂm of the
National Council df Cathslic

- Laity, |Mrs.. Ecksteiny, said the

* organization in. the fliture must

cerned with: persons,
sjithe- world -
imust listen *
ve'yone, rnsrde ind outside
the Catholic Church 51 . and get
"to.know.the pulse of fpe people

she sa d. Hé

be co
families, communiti

Dr. {Georgia Ha ess, the
theologian-riow over 8}, is among
those- Who feel that:f ot ‘enough
progre?gv is being {made fdst .
enoug} She links: the'attar‘nment
of equahty of womiéh with the
. maturi

3 ‘ofthelartyt a
ithia ater
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.t:
Debble Schellman, the only Amencan and one of 10
women named to a papal commission studying the role of -
. women in society and the Church, in her home in Atlanta
as she readies for her November trlp to the Vatican. MISS
Schellman, 21 ,, is a graduate of Marymount Junior Coll

in Arlington, Va., and her parents have long been active m
the Church.

When she goes to Rome ‘for the commission’s first
meeting Nov. 15-18, Miss Schellman will be joined by 9
other women and 15 men from varin walks of life. The
youthful delegate says she ex e initial session to be
more -of a _Uget-acquainted type of thing” and an
establrshmg of “thought flow” to be followed by more m-
tensive meetmgs during 1974. [RNS]
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