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np: R1) Dt 12: 1-3

(RZ) Hebr. 10:11-14. (R3) Mk
13:2432

As we approach the end of the
Church’s year, the theme of the

Sunday readmgs is very much
that of the end of the. world

Rudolf Bultmann pooh-poohed
the idea of the end of the world.
Still, the biblical treatment of it
unquestronably contains marked
cosmological elements.

. Of course, in the phrase “end

. of the world/, the word “world”

does not mean primarily the

hysical structure of the cosmos,
gut the world :of man, human
history. Thus in the first: instance.
“end of the- world” means the end
of this kind of world ~ the
human world!

For the Bible, cosmos and man
are not two clearly separable
- quantities. A world without man
or man without a world seems
unthinkable. The cosmos is not
just an outward framework of
uman history — a static kind of
container holding all kinds of
living creatures. Cosmas and
man matter and spirit, form a
single history which adyances in
such.a way that mind emerges
more and more as the dominant
principle. In a certain sense man
is remodeling the cosmos.
Through technology, he is im-
printing his mind on it. Man’s
mind, draws the world, so to
speak into itself, creatmg a new
world- and at the same time
ending the old.

However, the “end of the
world”- in ‘which the Christian

believes is quite different from
the total victory of techndlogy.
But the wedding of matter and

mind b¥‘ technology does afford

an insight into how the reality of
- belief in the return of Christ is to

be conceived. Cosmos and man, -

like husband and wife, will reach
their highest unification in the
_love of Christ. As in the
resurrection of the body, the
spirit will spiritualize the body; so

in the “end of the world” a world
wifl come into existence totally
dominated by the mind and will
of Christ. -

Howevér,' the “end of the
world” must never be conceived
a the result of a historica

process now gong on in the
woﬂd. Now!m does ‘the Bible
i gl o e ek
ereisnot a
. things will get better.and better,
become 'more an ore like
paradise on earth, The opposite is
true: “it shall be a.time un-
surpassed in distress since-nations
began until that time” (R1):

.- “The “end of the world” which
o the returning Christ brings,
: therefore, is not a “historical

b situation -that ultrmater could

o emerge from the lével ot history

itself, something one could: term

the -result of a “developme

. The “end-of the world” is an act

N ! of God confrontmg us from the

T ‘ rprising us like a

: ”thref n the night.” “As 10 the

exact day or hour, no one knows

it’ (R3)- The bridegroom ap-

- . proaches- while the foolish
maidens sleep. -

And ‘when_ Christ comes, He
comesto ud se-the living and the
dead. tﬁe ‘Middle Ages,
Chrrstrans saw the judgment as “a

o

? ) f " NEWAMBASSADOR

o - : Vatican  City’
; ‘ mWs niew amhassﬂor to
5 ] the Holy See,” Virgil - Octave
: Trevoje, presented-his credentials
presentatron remarks,
0?)ublrc; praised the contnbutron
gaﬂrolrc mrs?or}r)anes to t
nt. O IS._coun
pattropn:ly in the field tw

looked forwhrd to it with fear and

dread The early Christians,
however, interpreted  the
l:rdgment ag an event of joy and
ope. They
(“Our Lordj come”). They put
emphasis ndt on the judgment,
but on the Judge. Since the Judge
was not a stfanger, but a brother,
their fears
overriding

power. But dur Lord Iard His hand
on him andjsaid to him as once

g Sea of Calilee in a
storm “Fear|not, it is 1.” The early
sferred this idea to
their meetr g the Judge of the
living and the dead. “It is 1, fear

“our earthly life we

accept the frrendshrp of - jesus, -

intimate through
daily prayers$ and the sacraments,
then at the}“end of the world”
when He domes to judge the
living and the dead, we too shall
by the unfaltering

hope of hearing from the Judge,

_|sl”'

cried, “Maran atha”

Unrted Nat;ons,

poned action on a declaration

covermg rehgrous mtolerance -
again!

After havrng been instructed by

the General Assembly last year to

take up such a declaration as.a’
matter of priority, the Assembly’s -
Social, Humanitarian and

Cultural Committee unanimously

adopted a proposal to defer

action. , -

Instead at the suggestron of
Bulgaria- and Guinea, the.com-

mittee sent its documentation to

the Human Rights Commission
with instructions to prepare a
new proposal on - religious
freedom which would then be
debated by the Assembly,
presumably sorhetime in 1974.

idea had
upon -last year in

The “declaration”
been agreed

.view of the fact that after 13 years
-of debate on this subject, the

assembly was nowhere near
agr_eement on. a ."convention”
which would be binding on the

signatory countries. .

The Assembly wanted to
produce some documents on
religious ‘freedom to coincide
with the 25th anniversary of

: NY. [rmsl =
The United Nations has post-.

’Declaratron of Human ,

nghts' - '
“up with-the idea of a dé
which would not be b

claration
nding on,

governments.and would) therefore -

be easier to achieve.

The Vatican contnbuted to the
debate by submitting [a written
set. of observatrohs and
suggestions. Some -were taken
from Pacemr in Terris; the en-

oyclical of the late Pf)pe John

Byelorussra saw thb Popes

words as proof that thé|proposed -

declaration before the committee
demonstrated “the blas of the
draft towards the Roman Catholic

" Church, which has alwe ys been a

gigantic reactionary force and

" which has destroyed so&e of the

world’s greatest thrnker’s “

_ This remark prompte the Rev.
Carlos Vela, an observer of the
Holy See to the Unit
to take the floor and say that he
did not intend to engage in
polemics. He assured
committee, however, |that the
Vatican felt that a “de laration,”
although it- would net jhave any
effect in law, could a step
toward effective meastres.

agreed WIt

om- t? practrce

|t came

* This plan has .also ’been tor- -
oed
. intolerant” attack on the Rorrgan

. mittee, there would be no né
for a declaration, but that the

Nations,-

the

He said that the Holy See fuliy .
freed

or change a rehgron or behef]

Rep. John.H. Buchanan. éR-' o
Ala.}, a - Southetn-- Bapfist i
clergyman, _educator, told the
committee that-the United States

considered the Byelorussfan
intervention “an lntemperate and

Catholi¢ Church.

He said if realrty matched | h
views expressed in the c¢

Byelorussian “attack demon-
strated that intolerance exrst%d

He said that he himself was
atholic, but “I thank God for th é

contributions, to humanity made

by people of that faith.” % -

'Of this same questién, Buruhdi-.
spoke .of a long, history dof.
religious intolerance from fhe
time of the inquisition and the
Crusades and said that it has béen
continued by missionaries “who
usually frg t agarnst emén-
cipation.” i

Burundi’s deleg,ate clarraed
that sedition was: ofteh cargred»
out under the  auspicesiof .~
churches; and .that- relrgr us.
groups unceasmgly @"ek@ .
political - powers.” ‘For th& se
reasons, - he said,; Burundi
wrthholdrng its opinions. on the
-proposed dedaratro

t‘ll .

day of wrath” (Dres Irae): They .

to Pope- PauLVI*on Nov. 8. lntl;]rs N
! e
: _ representative of the west ‘African .
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