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Pastoral Perspectivt ? 

One of the new development in the 
C h u r c h d u r i n g t h e last ten years, s t rong ly 
e n c o u r a g e d b y t h e Second V a t i c a n C o u n c i l , 

is the establ is >ment o f 
par ish counc i l s . I w e n t o n 
record as s t ron j ; l y u rg ing 
t h e m in a l l t h e par ishes o f 
t h e d i o c e s e . e a r l f in i970, 
d u r i n g m y f i r s t (nonths as 
B ishop. 
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Since t h a t t i T ie , "many 
hi h o u r s o f m e e t i n g s , 

p l a n n i n g , s tudy < n d p rayer 
h a v e gone i n t o th is w o r k 
b y pr iests, sisters a n d la i ty , 
n .tms:|>rocess, m u c h has 

. ; been fe'afrted a g o u t w h a t 
s h o u l d be d o n e and w h a t p i t f a l l s 
a v o i d e d . I w o u l d ; l i ke t o a d d m y o w n c o m 
ments" a n d m y e n c o u r a g e m e n t to. t jhose w h o 
have been w o r k i n g so h a r d / a n d 
t i n u e ;to go t h r o u g h t h e g r o w i n g ba ins t h a t 
a c c o m p a n y th i s renewa l o f t h e i f fe o f t h e 
C h u r c h . 

C o u n 
t(TI 

Recently, the Nationa 
C a t h o l i c La i ty assembled a l is t o f 

f o r Parish C o u n c i l s " w h i c h are w o n 
c o n s i d e r a t i o n . They t e l l us ve ry m i 
pos i t i ve a b o u t t he na tu re o f 
c o u n c i l and its m iss ion . 

cil of 
' Don ' t s 

:hy o f o u r 
ch t h a t is 

par ish t i e 

1 . D o n ' t th ink of a parish counci l as a 

board of directors managing a business. 
Because so m u c h p l a n n i n g a n d o r g a n i z a t i o n 

and gpal-set t i r igs are i n v o l v e d , i t s easy t o 
t h i n k j t ha t th i s is t h e g r o u p t h a t " runs t h e 
p a r i s h " , t e l l i n g e v e r y b o d y w h a t t o d p a b o u t 

" "everyth ing. N o t h i n g c o u l d be fun f re r f r o m 
t h e t r t i t h . T h e miss ion o f a par ish counc i l is 
t o c o o r d i n a t e t h e l i f e o r n h e par ish and t o 

serve t he p e d p l e o f C o d i n the par ish f a m i l y . 

2. Don ' t forget that the parish counci l is 
essentially a religious body. I n d e e d , t h e 
par ish is t h e Chr is t ian c o m m u n i t y ga the red 

. together t o car ry f o r w a r d t h e w o r k o f Chr is t , ' . 
and t h e par ish c o u n c i l is t he . "pa r i sh f a m i l y in 
m i n i a t u r e . " 

3. Don ' t think of the parish counci l as 
exclusively a lay "body. The pastor is m y 
de lega te as sp i r i t ua l leader o f t h e pa r i sh , and 
has an i m p o r t a n t r o l e as sp i r i tua l leader o f 
t he par ish c o u n c i l . He can never a b a n d o n 
th is ro l e and be re legated t o t h e pos i t i on o f a 
help less bys tander . _ 

4 . Don ' t revere t h e pastor as though he 
were G o d Almighty. I h a v e ; never y e t m e t a 
pastor who ! ser ious ly m a d e th i s c l a i m ; or 
o f f e red a rgumen ts t o subs tan t ia te i t ! 

5. O n the other hand , don't treat h i m as 
though h e were incapable of making a good 
judgment. .There are a lways those w h o m a i n 
ta i n t h e y c o u l d d o be t te r themse lves , and 
oftentimes'do not realize the responsibilities 
a n d pressures t h a t every pastor feels. 

6 . Don ' t wait for the pastor to tel l the 
Council what to do . The par ish c o u n c i l can 

-be a g rea t 1 b less ing t o t h e par ish and t h e 
pastor, precisely because'gifted and wise and 
p raye r fu l p e o p l e s h o w i n i t i a t i ve and , t ake 
responsibility for important parish concerns. 
T o w a i t a lways f o r t h e pastor t o m a k e t h e 

suggestions for every committee only in
creases his work. 
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b o g g e d down in trivia. 
are so ne 

a l o t o f t i m e d iscuss ing l i t t l e th ings t h a t 

7 . Don ' t get 
Because c o u n c i l s are so n e w , t h e y can spend 

By Joseph L. Hogan 

shou ld be d o n e ou ts ide tfjie m e e t i n g in 
c o m m i t t e e : jSave t h e counc i l ' s energy fo r t h e , 
i n p o r t a n j t njiatters t ha t have deep i m p a c t o n 
t he v i t a l i t y jof t h e C h u r c h . 

8. Don ' t try to do everything at once.-. 
Some wise ijnan f r o m the East o n c e remarked . 
t ha t a jour j iey" o f a t housand miles- begins 
w i t h a s ing le s tep. Bless his pa t ien t heart ! 

9 Don' t try to do everything on your 
own. The w o r k o f the, par ish c o u n c i l o f t e n 
requires pro fess iona l assistance a n d exper t 
adv ice . M y i s t a f f at t h e Pastoral Center exists 
in large measure t o p r o v i d e t h a t k i n d of: he lp 
t o t h e par ishes. They are w i l l i n g and ready t o 
serve. 

I 10. Don' t forget that the parish council 
represents the parish. N o t h i n g w o u l d be 
vyorse t h a n ^o have par ish counc i l s b e c o m e 

the latest Version of the secret society 
npaking a l l t he dec is ions b e h i n d c losed doors . 
Those e lec ted t o be o n t he c o u n c i l have a 
respons ib i l i t y t o be t he vo i ce o f t he par ish 
f a m i l y , and ; m u s t stay close t o t h e f e l t needs 
of al l t he p e o p l e . 

i - • ; . ?. 

' No set of rules is going to solve the 
ques t ion o f h o w best t o d p t h e Lord's w o r k in 
today's challenging times. On the other-hand,. -
I b e l i e v e th l lse t en " d o n ' t s " o f fe r s o m e Sound . 
advice, gathered from experience, that can 
he lp counc i l s 'grow. 

I . a m c o u n t i n g o n the leadership t h a t 

parish councils can provide to^give a Strong 
assist t o t he Chu rch in t he D iocese o f -
Rochester in the years ahead . M a y t hey b e . 
blessed w i t h en l jgh tened^minds and chee r fu l -
hear ts as tr je p i l g r im peop le o f C o d g<3 f o r t h 
" t o l ove arjd se'rve t he L o r d . " -" 

Guess WhfrMvugfct 
Just for 

The 

« Hut 

Vatican Gty [RNS] - "One of 
" the goals.of women's liberation is 

to achieve a radical change in the 
Cathol ic Church's at t i tude 
towards women's role in the 
church," said Betty Friedan in an 
interview here following her 

• audience with Pope Paul. 

"The Church is in ferment," the 
U.S. feminist leader said. " I have 
been asked increasingly in the 

^ last few years to lecture to nuns 
and priests about the women's 
movement and women's fight for 
equality. 

lately! but in fact I see something 
else happening — cardinals; 
archb shops, they are all groping: 
to come to terms with the 
changing role of women. 

"Ard ; so I thought there was a 
ic and real importance at 

ime in the movement's 
for me to have an 

audience with the Pope." 

symbol 
this i 
histor i 

"Everyone knows my (liberal) 
stand on abortion but I am stil l, 
and increasingly, asked to talk in 
schools run by religious, and in 
any forum- ab*out women^s 

changing rate. The QurchJias 
taken ,an implacable stance 

Pope Paul 
6A Faithful Voice 

"As 
have 

thought 
head? 

? 
Pi • • 

Father V incent 6 'Keefe, 
assist, nt'general of the Jesuits, 
was i mong those who^ helped. 
arrange for Miss Friedan to see 
the 
this 
womeH 

p?ntiff. Protocol presented 
"emanc ipa ted " § Jewish 
/s leader with a problem. 

soon as I was told I could 
audience with the Pope, I 

:, What shall! wear on my 
I> consulted all kinds* of 

Vatican Cty [RNS] — Recalling 
the "beloved and paternal image" " 
of Pope John XXIII, who was 
elected on Oct. 28, 1958, Pope 
PaulAfl hailed his predecessor as 
"a faithful voice of Catholic 

. tradit ion/ ' and "the oracle of the 
new and future wisddrrrof Church 
feaching." . • • 

Addressing the crowd gathered 
in * S t fteter's .Square, for his 
customary Sunday noon blessing : 

. ( O c t 28), Pope Paul said l ie wasr 
" r e c a l l i n g - - t h e beloved^* and , 
paternal image of Pope John'' 
because he fe l t a need to free-'tois..? 
saintly, fwrnarie, and ponjjfjcal 
person l a n d teach ing" f r om 
"abusive interpretations which: 

persons have-made to try 
just i fy ant i -conformist 

doctrfneand discipline." 

some 
and 

" W 
aspect,' 
affabfit 
as hi 
pleas 

can see in John's fatherly 
said Pope Paul "his 

' and^simplicity, as well 
ever ready and wit ty 

intries." '•> 
s 

"Bdt/ ' Paul^emphasized, "we 
must I K * forget the sincerity and 
strenijth of Pope John's or^ 

"thock ^ solemnlyattested to at 
thef o bening of "Vatican. 11; when 
John declared: 'The sacred 
depo it." of V Christian dbctriheu 

•"sfiou d Be" -safeguarded - and 
impaited in more efficacious" 

" e * ; y . . . - ; ••' '" • - - - * J - "• ' 

lOIIIBH " 

people inc lud ing nuns and 
leaders in the women's 
movement. We all agreed that a 
veil implies the tradition of 
subjection but also that it was 
necessary to show respect. Well, I 
went to see Mr. John, a famous 
haberdasher in New York." 

'Now I hate hats?' she said. " I 
haven't worn a hat for 30 years. 
We looked-and we looked and 
finally I, found the non-hat*hat It 
looked like a small black halo set 
bafck on the head." 

"I decided to take the Pope a 
present of a medallion, the 
embJem of the women's 
movement, the Greek sign for 
woman (a circle with a cross 
below) with two bars across the 

circle to represent equality." 
Miss Friedan had her audience 

with the Pope following his 
general audience of O c t 24. " I t 
was not just a baciamano (hand-
kissing)," she^aid. "We had a real 
dialogue for five minutes. I was 
so delighted when ' the * Pope 
greeted me in English, saying 'We 
want to thank you-and express 
our gratitude for all the work you 
have done on behalf i "of the 
women of the w o r l d ' " 

" I gave him my gift and the 
Pope put on his spectacles to 
examine ft closely., Then he 
motioned•rorva jewel. box-• and 
presented roe wi th a medallion 
beefinghispprtrait/7 Miss Friedan 
continued.._/ " , 

f*-«jsjpy ;jjj ̂  | ^,jj 4omeAiyith,the 
hope and expj^ t toniha t the 
"Roman Catholic Church is going 
to cpffiie to ftfolom/A •%& 
theological^ • terms ' with" the" 

.Betty Friedan en> route b meeting wi th Pontiff 

per5onhood of women and it is 
my belief that if jthe Church does 
come to siMh terms, then the 
Judeo-Chrishfl |radlt'°n4 v A i A 
have held women back for -
centuries will become â force for 
good. 

"Pope Paul replied through an 
interpreter, W e wish you to know 
it will not be a radical approach 
because the Church has always 
respected women. ' " 

• Miss Friedan said she-replied: 
"If the Church can corne to terms 
with the ful l ' personhopd of 
women then many o f the 
problems oppressing women and 
also the Church right now Will be 
seen in new terms and will be 
more easily solved." 

, The Pope is said to have replied 
that he is against anything that . 
oppresses women and that the 
church will look into the whole 
situation, in all fields of society, 
to-see what is ' holding vĵ omen 
back; . \ 

Miss Friedan's impression of 

the private audience, in her own 
words: \ 

'Tope pauj seemed vei f warVn 
_and human; to me. I gpt the 

impression that to meet s6rh£one. 
like me was quite' a r|ew. ex
perience for him. The interpreters 
looked like they had nevjar seen 
anything like this before: I didn't 
curtsy, we shook hands."? 

: • 4 " ' ••-" 
Miss Friedan ' said sr|e had 

spoken in some five centers in^ 
Italy in the past on the position of 
women and found thaf nuns 
everywhere were deeply affected. „ 
by the women's movement and 
with a desire to fulfi l l themselves 
in the Church. ' . .' 

. She added that'Pope Paul had 
donelmore for women — in her 
estimation '— than had been-
done in the previous nineteen 
centuries. ' • p * 

Miss Friedan,-. 52 years old, 
served as - president Of the 
National Organization of Women.. 
(NOW) for three years. 
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