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New York -— Dr. Karl Men-

] ‘mnger one of the world’s most

, usefulness .

prominent and. respected -
psychiatrists, has declared that

one of the major causes of

modern man(s mental and social

problems is society’s virtual

abandonment of the notion of

_sin.

In a newly-pubhshed book
titled Whatever Became of Sin?
(Hawthorn Books iInc.), Dr.
Menninger, founder of the world-
. famed Menmnger Clinic ‘in
Topeka, Kan., not only argues for
a strong revival of the concept of
sin but also traces how, he
believes, the .idea of sin.— in- .
deed, the very word, “sin” — is
being erased from man's con-
sciousness.

Sin, Dr Menmnger notes, “was
a word once in everyone’s mmd
but now rarely, if ever, heard
Does that mean that no sin is
. involved in ali our troubles — sin
with an ‘I’ in the middl€? Is no
one any longer guilty of

anything?"

The psychiatrist comments that
either everyone now has a
“reason” for performmg acts that
* were once ious
sins — ranging from cheatmg on
income tax to killing civilians in a
war — or sin.is called by anything
but “sin.” -

“It is surely nothing new that
‘men want to tﬁg away from
acknowledging their sins or even
thinking about them,” Dr.
Menninger writes, “Is this not the
rel igious history of mankind?.

aps we are only more glib
nowadays and equipped with
more euphemisms. -

L3

‘“We can speak of error and
tragtsgessmn and mfractron and

naive ex-

posure that.goes wrth serious. use
of that old-fashioned . pietistic
‘'word ‘sin.””

He puts part of the blame for.
the disappearance of sin on his
own psychiatric profession
whlch does not use the word

be;l:ause of its strong reproachgul

quality, its vague or nonspecific
quality, and its corollaries -and
iraplications of guilt, reparatlon
and atonement.”

“l have pursued the possible
" usefulness of reviving the use of
the word. ‘sin’ — not for the
word’s sake, but for the rein-
troduction of the concepts of
guiit and moral responsrbultty,” he
writes.

Many offenses once termed
sins “were translatable into
psychological terms and ‘ex-
plained’ by psychological
theories. To call them sins had no
. Thus" it was that
‘sin,” except for the rituals of the
confessronal and the prayer

Art of Visiting” Course Offered

People who would like to make
a mission of calling on the sick
and housebound are invited to
take tralmng in the “art of
yisitation.” 3

The tutheran _Inner Mission
Society of the Rochester area will
offer two courses, the first of

>+ which will meet on four con-

secutive Tuesday mornings,
beginning Nov. 13, at First Baptist
-Church, 175 Allens Creek Rd. A
second course will be offered on
the Mondays. of February, at
Central Presb?'terran .
Plymouth. All tlasses meet from
9:30 until 11: 30 am
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" did not refer to
. intercourse. Sin was no longer a

.one way in

chamber, mcreasmgly disap-
Eeared from publrc view — of

earing.

”Behevers continued their
beliefs not only in a Creator but
in His displeasure at their moral
failures. confessed thenr sms .

in their own com
K:lr-ln in danly life

topic of corniversatioh, e,
argument, accusatron and public
remorse — as it has long been, it
was no longer a eUphemusm for
masturbation,
drunkenness, smoking,

‘gambling.’ It became a word of
mild disapproval, less and less
frquently applled —ora locular

Reaching the core of his .
_argument, Dr.” Menninger flatly

states:

“I believe there is ‘sin’ whnch is
expressed in ways which. cannot
be ubsumed under verbal ar-
trfacts such as cnme,' ’dlsease,
‘deliguency;’ ‘deviancy.’ There is
immorality; ' there is " unethical
behavior; there is wrongdoing.”

One of Dr.-Menninger's more *
interesting observatrons par-
ticularly since psychiatry has
often been accused by moralists

making people feel not
responsrble for anti-social acts, is -
this. one:

“The Iaw and  the Church were
so sure- of themselves, and so
fixed on the position that all
behavior is conscious and
voluntary (unless accidental),

at wheén scientists . began to
assert themselves about -in-
voluntaeg/ and unconscidusly
motivated behavior, some of
them simply carried their thesis
too far. Theit absolutism is just as
offensive. and misleading as that

of their.opponents.

“Even if we concede that some
— perhaps ‘most .— behavior is
essentially involuntary,
automatic, or, reactive, we know
that no behavior — or very little
of it — is entirely involuntary

“To admit the notion of any
‘voluntary’. - control is to
acknowledge ‘that such ‘in-
tangrbles as idealism” and con-
science ‘and ‘will’ do play a
determmmg role. My intention
here-is to resist tokal. trarslation
of all ‘sins” and ‘Crimes’ mto the
categ symptoms.
cnmlm behavror may be the
result of - an expression of
sickness, but not all criminals are
sick. Indeed, few of them are, in

experrence
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disappear from modern- ‘man’s

consciousness was that a great

many practices once regarded as.

“sinful” were made-the concern:

of the state.and-became “crimes.”

Some of the toprcs in the
“Project Compassion” curriculum
are The Art of Llstem g Ways

Volunteers Can Help, and This is
Regrstratlon for the courses
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sins have gone,” Dr.
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" Another reason for, va essening -
of awareness, of sin, He.

that society once put -

hanged for it). E 1
“People began to disa eof -
the harshness. of the, ies-
assessed against ‘sins” by parents
priests and courts. The s N =
tongue-slitting, ~theé . cheek- )
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United
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“Who feels responsaé elfor the
woild’s suffering?,” : [
“ninger asks later in s
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individual moral,
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Political .

should be. made by Nov. 1and § -

Feb. 1 with Mrs: Paul Utz Sr. at

586-4491, or Mrs. Paul Utz Jr., at

381-4116.: There is. a fee of 52
AMENDMENTS

mendrients qn the November §

ballot that relate to the judicial §
this

process  will - be outlined
noontime at a meeting in First

- Presbytenan Church, 101. hSP: '

Ministries. Peoplé:

b
bring their.lunch-to: the: meeting; N
iich runs from 12 15 Untllr" 30 :

P

eSSron But no call
Pa escapes our lips:

In perhaps the most‘. >

erful
graphs in his book, Dr. Menninger -
sees an awareness Of sini as a

cnunrv
1 . - e
' #«'Tsuﬁ.« !«T | nEﬁH'

another old ‘sin’ has lbecome a
new ‘crime.’ This is where many

i

itz was - too

S

¢on

heavy a
penalty on one-time siris. He cites: .
in . pamcular the -ha
. leveled against mastu
one time a perSon ' C

threats

inor of~ )
'Idj

tis the

a specrfnc .

“Sin is the only hop

The present wor dwmr
ession dre

’ gfl?’self-mduce%ar:onwct

sirice sin -has ceased to

and the criminals pums
rest may stand arou
the news Or

‘tothemam

at ¥

and

Cm -mm
.mm
o' LE MANS
e." e

Early in his book; { . Men-
ninger notesthaf"asah ion, we: 1> .4 \! 3 %
officially ceased ’smrﬂin " some IR I .

Qi

res ibili
sy
controlled,

, tol ectwe

abundan
.of personal moral responsrhrhty is
faint and apparently
fainter,
discouragement, (des
likewise megalomani
. power-flaunting’ are_ widles
We each do our part in fa total

expla. ned that"_~process of wasting, spen
began to- fo

growing
Dep. re ssi
pair),

for

i

WV

FIY

qy and

eaboutr alarm
ensiver éss"

tive mea

Oa'l:d

mg,

lluting, . defiling; iisteal mg
exhaustr
_rdestroylng -We pal
- casional yto

OC-‘

we
I of

‘.FGISLAT(IR 'l3ﬂl DlS‘l’BIﬁT

BED v DIITSPOKE“
E e HESFOISWE;“f
L Ty :

4‘

~.,v‘

the-re
" only
the neurotics.need to be treated
féad

television; Do yodr thing and -

keep youireye c%nan the road Ieadmg !

4 BOOHIG . SIDIIG
B I.EAK 'SPECIALISTS

*uumnnnr

T at

i

Mﬂm

'74 PBNTIACS

m‘ om “

[P 1 .

SRAND AMs OIIMI!“

’ L I .
om T

O AS

389

mnruc/m rSUN

Net Youl

n.-n-.anmuag.u..u.-n . ';'

_PHoNe uz 4108

NN N N YN N N NN

NONN NN NN S
)




