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McAuIeypserc Thopn?rats . M(irg
newsletter,” Overview.” Entitled
“What 'can we tell the children?”,
it-:raises tﬁe question. of; what

children who - attend parochial
schools when. thay ask- “Why -
dont you and Mom ever .0 to,
church?” (And. there 'is an -in-
creasing number: of . parents who
don’t) -~

N
The answer is not very

satisfying-even to the anonymous -

author, He doesn’t know what he

-believes; ‘but he-still wants his

children to believe somethmg
and to have sofe sort of re iglous

training. He summarizes  his _

probletn in-the followmg crucral
paragraph: -

”HOWever, N lt would seem .
that you're going to have to get

your own head “together first.
You're going to_ have to krow
what_you’ believe and how to
verbalize it, But grven the present
state StOf theoogy»,hthe og_'ds
againstyou soon ‘achieving thig
ordered. understanding. of your
faith seem’ incredibl great. Not
only would the .theor
to arrive at some sort of con-
sensus; you ‘would ‘have to be
convinced that they were right.
For you rot, only want to have
answers, you want to be able to
believe them. Furthermore, there
would haveto be riew myths new.
liturgies, new fuances to your’
lifestyle which could convey
these beliefs. to- your children.
Yet,~such - developments -don‘t
seem probable or possible within °
the few years that you have
before your- children. reach

I don’t: accept the author’s
position at all. Indeed | think that
itis intellectually, religiously, and
morally flabby. it is.a weak-
minded-attempt to cop out from
religious. r&sponsrbrlrty But it is

- still the: position ofa consrderable

Mercy Sets
Open House
On Sunday |

Opén “house for junior high
school girle will be held at Our
Lady of Mercy_High School, 1437
Blossom: Road -on Sunday after-
noon,Oct 28, from 2 to'5 p.m.

Girls -and “their parents are
invited to visit Mercy if they. are
inter in ar prrvate Catholic
high ~ school - “for - secondary

education:»

The nzftemoonta wnlt bmdUdg
toursa bresen tions: by eac
club;.- schook: oubhcatron and -
artment, A .slide - -program. .
will be-given at3‘pm ‘in the
auditorium.” Members of the
Student Council- ‘have -coor-
dinated the-afternoon’ sactrvrtres
and will-act as hostesses
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SlatedTomorrow

- Citrzens foiia Decent Com-
munity (EDC) will hold a fund
ralsmg dinner. ‘to supporf their’

drive against . pornography,

'tomorrownc?h 25, at the”

Red Men' X ub 1001 Lexmgton

- -~

Guest speakers wrll be Bob
Doman, West Coast television -

personality; and'Martha Rountree-
of thre rag ro apd TV show “Meet
ress - ;

‘,".

The ogr N beglns at 630
wrth a roast beef buffet”at" 7'30

| Tickets; $8:50
be - reser@ed »’bype::a‘l)l?rrfg Mrke

0; 4362160; Ellen Zona, . -

Iberta. Ctnther 328~

- educated: Catholr

' people
Catholic parents ¢an sav to their

oglans have

, an accepta

-it. We

129;.:Al
' 1Candy Canserﬁf’}mm ,always mceﬁt_‘,

number] of-- moderatel well-

-and|it is a

position] that - m st be taken

seriouslyif only because so many -
ubscrr to.it. ‘

The fil sLthmg ‘that has to be:
said is that the author is kiddin
himsélf & “he thinks.the parochia

- sehools £dn ‘make:up for religious

deficiencies in the family en-
vironmept.. The by ‘riow hoary

findingsf of The! Education ' of
Catholic|Americans make it clear

that thejschools are worthless if
}s not | mutual re-
enforcement gomg on between
family apd “school.

recently
demonstrated that it is the

t. Indeed it is so im-

gg{‘tant h affecting the religious
avior of children that almost

the argdment of the ”h'oubled
father” (to.use the name Over-
view gives him) is that he equates
falth with theology. There never
was a teologrcal consensus in
most périods of the Church’s
history, and thiere is- not likely to
be one dgain. The “deep, freeze”
of the past-Tridentine Church was
rnostly istorical accrdent if he-
waits until the theologians reach
a consensus he wrzl quite litefally
wait till Judgment Day.

But fhi l
theology} it precedes it. It is not

prdpositions arranged in a neat
rational pattern. it is rather the
rent of the total human™-
the word of God as
revealedlin Jesus — a word of
hope and joy and love. What °
Christianjty is in essence is not’
complex or. elaborate or-difficult
understand at all. It is asimple,
cl ar, quite éxplicit message. It is
either trde and we live it to the
fullest that_we possibly can, or it
is false land we damn it as
superstitipus nonsTense.-

If it is true, we band together
with othg Chrlstrans so that we
might sustain each other in living
ive to frnd ways to ar-’
ticulate .fthe meaning. of its’
symbols ip-rhetoric that can be
-understood in ourftlme and place
(which is What theplogy is about). -
If itis false, we get the hell out
and bring our qus with ws.’ -

“The ely Chrlstrans did not
say, “We have| to wait for "

Augustineland Aq inas to put the

intellectual house in order.” They
believed., Iryed and then
theologiz‘ed_,

- It is so easy to.livd in- the
_ delightful | limbo *between faith.
. and"unfajth. You can have the“
consolations béhevrng some of -
the, time |-and |noneé . of “the-
“challenge jof believing all “the™
“time. And you car scapegoat the ~

I for rts rigidities and™”
ans for their slowness.
ng new systems. You *
don't have fto seatch and decide _
for yourselfl You ican even write: -
agonized pieces ab0ut your-
difemma. |

You don'theven, have to bother
finding out Wwhat the essence of’

the Christian message is. You can- -

n . your-~ pleasant -
confusion aljout what order and'

hrerarchy appropriate for:-
various prsrtronal $tatements -

continue

about doctrine. And when

"someone (like -me) ‘cormes along
“ and tells you|that'you don't seem
to know whal the essence of

_ message is, ydu can always blame
-~ your Catholid educatron -

Just so long as.you can blame

something or{someone else, you'
o o rr'gsponsrbrhty of ‘

YOUF OWIY:,

And: then Iife .

ce by the intellect of ,
‘a certain number of systematic

1S m
six West Afrrcan nations. below.
the Sahara desert-and that the

CRS relief fund now: totals Just
over $5(X)000

P ) .

Some 38 :U.S. Roman _Catholic ~ [~
dioceses’ across the couiitry bhave | .
contributed $164:344 .of thev—— ,

* drought fund: totaT‘accordmg to
officials of the U.S. b]shops
. overseas -aid agency.

Todate more than 53670(1) in |

seed rchases specralrzed food
supple ements, .
tlbrotrcs clothrng, blankets -and ™
other refated ‘emergency. supphes

have been made available for |

relief efforts in Chad; Niger
Upper Volta, Mali, Senegal ancf
Mauritania. . .

An addltlonal $200,000 has

been committed by CRS for
construction of dams, ‘well-
digging and irrigation systems—m
three of the countries.

The latter “commitment,
coupled with several grants, from
American and Eurepean . foun-
dations; will enable CRS to ex-
pand itsfong range water projects

in Sahelian Africa, a spokesman
said.

It is anticipated that” such
projects will lessen the impact of
future droughts and alfeviate the
sufferings: of people in" the
stricken areas. : -

. Additional conttibutions ‘for

the drought fund- are being -

sought as mén, women and
children, emaciated and
weakened- from- months .of the

ri ;a,._s” e

vitdmins, an-_§} !

_ Political Adveriisement . .

ig prot ) clothmg
blankets +and abasrc. nhedlcmes,
mcludmg vitamins, malarial - su- E

ppressants and an LBIOtICS -

f. nounshmgt /food h h‘e "
"'T t e,‘ R

eSian -
Most acutely affe%(t)gd e added _
are children-and th? agmg -

Donatlons may be sent to

Catholic Relief Services, 350 Flfth
- Ave., New York, NY. 1001, ¢ .

‘Political Advertisement

Among the goods prowded for”
drought andefamme v:ctrms have

Citrzens for Judge ( ;;Hon ThomasG Meagher Hon. Jaoo
CoCharrmen, rcna ‘Rose, Treasurer c




