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By CARMEN VIGLUCCI 

" D o n ' t let t h e padres leave ! " 

That was t h e empha t i c request 
o f Archb ishop Jorge Manr ique o f 
LaPaz, Bo l iv ia , w h e n he v is i ted 

Rochester last week. 

There is n o quest ion t h a t they 
w i l l . The archb ishop merely was 
responding to the question "Just 
what can the people of Rochester 
do to help the undereducated 
and impover ished people o f 
Bo l iv ia?"" 

Archbishop Manr ique had the 
highest praise fo r Fathers Edward 

Go lden , Danie l Tormey and Peter 
D e c k m a n a n d l a y m a n T i m -
McCloskey of Blessed Sacrament 
par ish, w h o man the parish o f San 
Jose Obrero on the outskir ts of 
LaPaz. 

"They are in good heal th , t hey 
work very hard and are do ing a 
very d i f f i cu l t j ob for us," t he 
archbishop reported. He said tha t 
Fathers Deckman and Golden at 
this t i m e are a t a Mary kno l l 
mission in t h e A l t i bene (an area 
wh i ch translates t o " o u t in t he 
s t icks/ ' accord ing t o Father Paul 
Freeriiesser, w h o ' t ranslated for 
t h e S p a n i s h - s p e a k i n g a r c h 
bishop); >• • '. 

The biggest p rob lem fo r t h e 
C h u r c h in Bo l iv ia is t h e shortage 

o f p r i e s t s , (says ' A r c h b i s h o p 
Manr ique . 

"We have 1)4 milfiort people in 
our archdiocese, a l l Catho l ic , and 
o n l y ^ native^ priests. In a l l , 
coun t i ng t h e I 'missionaries w e 

Archbishop Manrique talks about the Church in Bolivia. 

The problem is basical ly an 
economic one. The archbishop 
sa id h is c o u n t r y is u n 
derdeveloped though i t has many 
natural resources. I t lacks roads 
and ^other means necessary t o 
unearth its riches. 

have 230 priests. In al l o f Bol iv ia, 
a count ry of some three mi l l ion 
people, we have orf ly 200 nat ive 

priests - 900, counting 
missionaries. 

V i s i t w i t h B i s h o p H o g a n 

W h y the shortage of nat ive 
'priests? 

"The fundamenta l prob lem is 
lack o f educat ion . Sixty per cent 
o f our people are i l l i terate." 

„ The lack of priests produces an 
unfor tunate cyc le, since there is 
no one avai lable t o work on 
develop ing new vocat ions. 

There are 1.2 m i l l i on chi ldren 
w h o have no schools t o go t o , t he 

-archbishon-fJointed out . Not on ly 
are there n o schools, there are no 
teachers, no money. 

"• Thirty-seven per cent of the 
high schools are rgh under. 
rel igious auspices bu t they must 

'. charge t u i t i o n , j 

A program cal led Faith and 
Happiness, begun by the Jesuit 
order and coord inated by the 
Church and t h e s ta te , has about 

W O students enrolled and is a 
sign o f progress. 

Asked w h a t t h e n a t i o n a l 
posture of the Uni ted States 
should be in relat ion t o Bol iv ia, 
Archbishop Manr ique offered the 
suggestion that w e "should i n 
f luence industries t o develop the 
riches of Bol ivia so that the 
people can share in t h e m . " 

Photos by Dave Witbeck 

H e s topped o f f i n Rochester t o 
v is i t Bishop Joseph L "Hogan and 
thank h i m f o r t h e w o r k of the 

Rochester missionaries. Mis 
semibusiness, semivacat ion tour 
fwHI also take h i m t o o ther U.S. 
ci t ies. 

He has three brothers l iv ing in 
t h e Un i ted States, o n e i n M i a m i , 
one in N e w York and one in San 
Francises. He plans t o v is i t t hem 
al l be fore re tu rn ing t o LaPaz at 
t he e n d of. t h e m o n t h . ' 

He also said tha t the U.S. t rade -
pol icy should strive t o keep the 
price of t i n up. Tin is the major 
product of Bol iv ia and if i t d rops \ 
it would be tragic for Bolivia. 

He, 
the 

e/exoti 
Roche 

" I t is rhy hope tha t your people 
w i l l have beau t i fu l c i t ies w i t h 
houses, trees and-gardens and 
tha t t ru iy have l ove and un
d e r t a k i n g f o r each o ther wh ich 

missionaries at w o r k ' i n ' B o l i v i a w i l l p roduce u n i t y . " 

Archbishop Manr ique noted 
t h a t t h e r e are P ro tes tan t 

and there is no inter-faith 
compet i t ion . I n fac t there is 
ecumenical cooperation between 
Catholics and Methodists on 
educat ion and social questions. 

The archbishop says tha t there 
are cither parishes similar t o San 

Jose Obrero run by priests from 
St. Louis, Kansas City and Buffalo. 

essed a special hope for 
ester d iocese. 

He added humorous ly , " A n d . 
send Padre Caliman back to us." 

t 

Padre Cal iman means Father 
Supernun and has been appl ied 
t o Father Freernesser, associate 
pastor of St. "F ranc i s Xavier 

Church, whs fom&tly served at 
San Jos4 parish i n LaPaz. 

By CHARLES RANDISI 

Would you believe that 
parishes in Ghana have the i r o w n 
parish counci ls, ,CYQs, Legions o f 
Mary, Knights o f St. John , and 
many other o f t h e organizat ions, 

groups, and committees you'd 
f ind right here in the.Diocese o f 
Rochester? 

It's true, says Father Charles 
Erb, SVD, who's h o m e v is i t ing anrJ 
staying at the H o l y Fami ly C h u r c h 9 

rectory for the next f e w months^ 

Father Erb has been a D i v i n e . 
Word missionary t o Ghana s ince 
1947, when t h e . West African-
country was ca l led C o l d Coast. 
He is presently execut ive director 

. o f t h e Department of Social 
, . Gommun ica t ions fQr the National 

Catho l i c Secretariat in Ghana 

He has brought back with him 
scores o f photographs, f i lms, 
cl ippings,' and materials on the 

-- Church in Ghana 

The greatest strides the Church 
had m a d e " in t h a t , count ry have 

" ^ P r o B C m P r e g n a n c y ? 

For free confidential help 
caH Birthright: (Tlfr) 3284700. 

Off ice Hours: 9:30 a.nv to 4 
p . m . , .weekdays ; 2 4 - h o u r 
answering device to receive 

been in the area of what Father 
Erb calls "A f r i can iza t ion , " o r t he 

turning over of Church operations. 
t o na t ive Chanaian bishops,;" . 

priests, sisters', and laymen, 

O f t h e ninej d ioceses in Ghana, 

eight have black bishops,* Of the 
360 priests there , 125 are Afr icaru. 0 
They serve i i l m i l l i o n Ghanaian 
Catho l ics , w ^ i c h make up. 12 per7: 
cent o f t he popu la t i on . 

The 67-year-old priest, w h o 
celebrated hjis 40 th year in t h e ,-
pr iesthood this year, sa id t h a t t he ' , 

-stastftics andj s i tuat ion are "p re t t y 
g&od'.' in Ghana, in comparison; 
w i t h o t h e r m i s s i o n - s e r v e d ' 
countr ies in A f r i ca . 

H e also said t ha t t h e idea o f 
dep i c t i ngGhana ians as savages/ 
" n a k e d , and; 'poor," was " a f a l s e - . 
w a y o f v g e t t i n g other countr ies 
interested" helping Ghana. . 

He po in ted t o the m a n y 
Catho l i c groups' such as par ish-
c o u n c i l s - t n i i t f i a v e sprung u p in 
Ghana as ev idence o f a c iv i l i zed ' 
people. "They ' re great at runn ing 
meetings," he acjdedi 

In Rome last year, J"athef Erb 
was struck by a car w h i l e w a l k i n g 
across S t Peter's Square. \ H e * 
suffered a broken 4 e g . arid t w o 
broken tee th , i n add i t i on t o 
injuries t o his jaw, e lbows, a n d ; 

right hand: •._!-; . * 

F a t h e r Erb a t a r e c e n t l e c t u r e f o r t h e H o l y F a m i l y R o s a r y S o c i e t y . 

He is f u l l y recovered now and 
shows o f f t he scar on his leg w i t h 
as m u c h ap lomb as the late 
President CyrWon Johnson g iv ing 
reporters a peek a t his gal l 
b ladder scar. ' 

T h e on ly t h i ng he ' rernembers 

about t h e acc iden t i tself was 
tha t t he dr iver, a female , was " t h e 
f i rst young lady I ever fe l l f o r / ' 

He'lF be stay ing in Jtochester 
unt i l the- Spring, and then* it 's: 
back t o Acc ra , ithe cap i ta l , r 1 - * i - -

coordinates he 
resources 

Except 
a round ^t 
can ' t 
year ass 
for me 
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various, .media 
f o r use i i i mission work . 

wait 

f o r v is i t ing h is f r iends 
t h e coun t ry , Father Erb 
i t t o g e t bade t o his 26-
gnment . "There's n o use 
iere/r he said. 


