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By CARMEN VIGI.UCCI
Dont let ‘the padres leavel”

That was the emphatic request )

of Archbishop Jor: w%‘e Manrique of
LaPaz, Bolivia, when he vrsrted
Rochester last week.

There is no question that they -

will. The archbishop merely was

respondi tghto the question “Just

what can the peopfe of Rochester
do to help

Boliviaz“—

Archbishop Manrique had the 7

highest praise for Fathers Edward

Colden, Daniel Tormey and Peter
layman Tim- .-

McCloskey of Blessed Sacrament

Deckman and

parish, who man the parish of San

Jose Obrero on the outskirts of

LaPaz.

“They are in good health, they .
very hard and are domg E
difficult job for us/” the . -

work

‘arc bishop.reported. He said that
Fathers Deckman and Golden at
this time are at a Maryknoll

mission in the Altrbene (an area

which translates to “out in the
sticks,” according to Father Paul
Freemesser who’ -translated for
the Spamsh-speakmg arch-

bishop): - »
The brggest problem for the
Church ia is the shortage

By CH‘ARLESR’ANDISI
Would - you believe that

parishes in Ghana have their own
parish councils,CYOs, Legions of
Mary, Knights of -St. John, and

many other of the organizations, -

groups, and comrnittees: you'd:
find right here in-the. Drocese of’
Rochester?

It's true, says Father Charles
Erb, SVD, who's home visiting

staying at the Holy Family C urch L

rectory for the next few months. -

Father Erb has been a Divine.-
Word missionary to Ghana since -
1947, when the. West: Afncan

- country was called Gold Coast.
 He is presently executive director
. of the  Departmien
.e Cotmhglumcatlons for'the National -

it of Social

i .T_Secretanat in Ghana.

the undereducated -
and rmpoverrshed people of

- of priests,

Vrsrt wrth Blshop Hogan

" way: of.

R

] 5, |says * Archbishop
Mannque. S0

“We have 14 million people in
our archdiocese, all Catholic, and
only -34 natr\re priests. in all,

countmg the mrssronarles we

been in the area of what Fatller' :

or the -

Erb calls “Africanization,”

turning over of Church operations. .

to : native
priests, sisters; and layren,

Of the mnel droceses in Ghana, -

eight have black bishops.. Of the‘ ‘

360 priests there, 125 are African:
They. serve 1711 mu[llon Ghanaian
Catholics,
cent of the populatlon

The 67-year—old priest, who
His 40th vear in the "«

celebrated
priesthood this year, said that the’.

--stastitics and situationi are “pretty
- -good” in-Chana, in ‘comparison: -
mrssron-servedi*(

with - other
countnes in' Africa.

" He also: sald that the rdea of

depicting; Ghanarans as-savages,”
”naked and poor,” was “a falsé‘ .
etting. other countries . -

interested” helping Ghana. .

He
Catholic tirou
councils. .
Ghan'a asrr?‘\gglence of a civilized
people. * e great at running
meetmgs " he added. |

In Rome Iast year Father Erb
was struck by a car while walkmg
across St. ‘Peter’s’ ‘Square; He
suffered a broken -leg.and °

broken teeth, in addition to’

e * injuries to his jaw, elbows znd
uad " vight hand: S

%

which make up. 12 per’ .

pointed to the many °
s” such as pansh'- oo
ave sprung up in -

4

h eﬁh schools are ru

‘Ha plnes:{ begun by

p of LaPaz Pays Vlsto

Archbishb‘p Manrique talks
have 230 priests. In all of Bolivia,
a country of some three million
people, we have orlly 200 native

priests — 900, counting
missionaries.”

Why the shortage of native

‘priests?

“The fundamental problem is

. lack of education. Sixty per cent
of our people are illiterate.”

_The lack of priests produces an

! "unfortundte cycle, since there is

.no one available to work on

: developmg new vocations.

- There are 1.2 million children

who have-no schools to go to, the

~archbishop pointed out. Not only
: are there no schools, there are no
}teachers, no money.

Thrrty-seven per cent of the

gious auspices but they must

. charge tuition.

A program called Eaith and

he Jesuit
order and coordinated by the
Church and the state, has about

40,000 students enrolled and is a

_ sign of progress.

Ghanaian bishops, .|

He is fully recovered now and
shows. off the scar on his leg with
-as" much aplémb as the late

- President. Lyndon Johnson giving
reportefs 2 peek at his gall -

bladder scar *
The only thing he remembers

under

b B "’i'

about theAChurch in Bolivia.

The problem is basically an
economic one. The archbishop
sald his country is un-
derdeveloped though it has many
natural resources. 1t lacks roads
and -other means mecessary to
unearth its riches.

Asked what the national
posture of the United States
should be in relation to Bolivia,
Archbishop Manrique offered the
suggestron that we “should in-
fluence industries to develop the
riches of Bolivia so that the
people can share in them.”

He also said that the U.S. trade
policy should strive to keep the
price of tin up. Tin is the major
product of Bolivia and if it drops.
it would be tragic for Bolivia.

Archbishop Manrique noted
that there are Protestant
missionaries at work in Bolivia
and there is no inter-faith
competition. In fact there is
ecumenical cooperation between
Catholics and Methodists on
education and social questions.

The archbishop says that there

are cther parishes similar to San

Jose Qbrero run by priests from
St. Louis, Kansas City and Buffalo.

-

Father E:b at a recent lecture for‘ the Holy Famrly Rosa

about the accrdent rtself ‘was
that the driver, a female, was“the

first young lady 1" ever fell for” -

v

He’ll be stdyin, Rochester
- until” the Sprtalynl 8 i then’ it’s: -
back to Accra lﬁecaprtal where

. . g .){ R

S

Photos by Dave Witbeck

HeBs'toppedj oef;énLR%chester tg
visit Bi 05 ogan an
thank him for the work of the
Rochester missionaries. His

semibusi semivacation tour
will also take him to other U.S.
crtres

He has three brothers living in
the United States, one in Miami,
one in York and one in San
Francisco.-He plans to visit them
all befofe returning to LaPaz at
the end of the month. -

essed a special hope for

ester drocese

“It is thy hope that your people
will hge beagtitat ‘cities with
houses, |trees and- gardens and
that they have love and un-
derstanding for each-other which
will produce unity.”

He added humorously, “And.
send Padre Callman back to us.”

Padre Callman means Father
Supermdn and has been applred
to Father Freemesser, associate

of St. ~ Francis Xavier
Chureh,

who formetly earved at
San Jose parish in LaPaz.

[ Photo by Susin Mckinney
' Socrety '._

% dlnates a
for use in mrssron worlt

¢ for wsatmg his friends

-[the country, -Father Erb

'tw it fo-get back to his 26-

year ass gnment. “There’s no use
e he sai d )

-
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