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Somebodythe other day asked . -
. whether Cesar Chavez was a salnt ‘

or.a devil, and.this is perhaps
dilemma for many who havé had
him. To the
growers of . California—he is
ing but a saint, but with his
fol owers - there is._almost an
automat:c canomzatnon

“To thase ol ¢ Who havé déalt

for any length! of time ‘with

lﬁmﬂl

orkers Umon, he
vnrtues of sincerity and mtegrlty

which one does not normally

associate’ with |

ldbOl' leader in llle modem ﬂ&V

1smore

. chans’matlc aura about hum

. whlch belies his small stature and

50 voice.

Still, Chavez is strong willed,
and as volatile as. any Latin-
American, and also he is strong of
purpose in  his goal ~of
achievements through non-
violence.

To understand him, one has to
Eo back to his.beginnings and his
rth near Yuma, Arizona, in 1927.

His grandfather was a Mexican
pesino who homesteaded

—land which. later became the

State of Arizona. In 1939,
Chavez's father became a victim
of the depressmn lost the land;
antd ‘with his family became
migrant workers. They suffered
n'iuch, and young Cesar was part
of it

In growing Up, Cesar learned
his religion his grandmother_
and his beliefs -in non-violence
from his mother. He also claims
influence from the “lives of St
Francis Assisi and  Gandhi.
pmed the” Communi Servuce

ganization, being a disciple of

Saul Alinsky and Fred Ross, from
whom he iearned, how to
organize. When he felt he had
learnéd enough “he formed the
National Farm - Workers
Association in 1962. At the time,
he had a wife and eight children,

ttle ‘money, bat great courage

and discipline.

Jacques Levs;:, h'éh offxcxal
biographeér, quotes Chavez as:
saying: "1 d'on’tthmk 1 could base

™

‘Non-Vio

OA(RNS] - The United

Chavez, relterated thetr stand for

“non-violence’” when they
the union’s first con-

stitution during a three-day

_ convention heve.

Also during the conventlon,
which drew some 2, Dersons
lnftf:ludllng 35'2 gelegat:s& unﬁuon
o icials iticians and chur-

chmen, po UFW -membefs of-
ﬁcnally elected Chavez first
presidant of tﬁe umon to serve a
four-year term

Addrssmg l:he UFWU Chavez
said the union is facing a “life or
death struggle” and is essentually

havmg our union.”

-vl"‘

Puttmg his cdsé to the ”courl: of
last resort-

asking Americans 1o ° cott
oducts_harvested yn what
g:e calls illegal def weethéart”

contracts, mcludmg gtapes,,~

lettuceand wines. . ;.

The UFW statement on non- g |

wolence was part of union’s
111 pag b;-lmgual (Engllsh and
): cmbs:rm 'tst?)'re
"ev mem is sworn §
(o e of violegce in-any.. o;m
“for agy purpose wh hatsoever.” It

_also emphasszed ‘that the goals

of e United Farm

the-- American i
public’ — Chavez said: he'-is

-wiitten this tw

ucluslvelv lor

- Geran:l E. shenyeditor ofthe

mﬂcwner-lmm[ e

-economics {or some. litical

-dclctrmge don't think
- Td me, the hasis must ba faith.”

that Cesar. Chavez as remained

' c:yal, %ﬁplt? his own belief, that

til recenty ‘the Church_has
écted his people, a_pecnall

thp farm mrkér 10 express hig

his belief in non-
w?lence in ‘the past 11 years, he

astw:ce un
the -first in] 1968 of 25 days

"duration antl the second in 1972

oﬂ 24. days — both. as penitential
acts for "La Causa.”

.Just.- rec ntl- , Frank Fptz-
silmmons, presi ent of the .In-
ternational| Brotherhood of

Teéamsters, mockingly labeled -

him“a twentseth century mystic.”
But to those who know Chavez
and have worked with him, his
mysticism is,real and potent.

l

| aware that his two
of fasting would be
mjunous to his health, but-he
went ad anyway, lgnormg hls

ddétor's pleas putting
movement his workers ahead
“The

* He was we
lor{;e periods’

ofi his fife. Thete acts have not

?one unnoticed arnong his

Jlowers who see in him more
than a mere leader, but -also a
“riend and ¢ nfidante. His whole
lifestyle is inearer that of his
workers than
teamster union- leaders or

the growersT

He llves m the same frame
se in Delano, which he has
reﬂded in since the start of his.
g&‘eé The! onlv secure thing in

lt is ckyar fence. It's in a
ndown part of the town, among

the workers. whom he serves H|s
salary -is a-mere

Féred with ithe age Iabor

ader, and+ his ‘example
enabled his associates within the
union to also accept a token

méome mtlr most of the union-

fclr orgamzmg union recogmtlon,
plc keting - boy cottln must
-at;comﬂllshed “ionly - by and
through totally non-lnolent
means. .

there . -

gh to sustain ‘me; -

my wdl ttljtruggle on col'd'.‘

1
And e th tho Cathollc fmth 3

-.storm and rave -over. a {Liation

' butonce he has spoken th ts 1 th

cen long fasts, -

"hehas learned humlllty thro

- humiliation " — and

“his detractors, be -

ucklmg style-of Errol Flynn, he
. was shadow fencmg his enemy.

-work ers

Thls -is not to- say tha h ;
laultfréé 'He - ls. very |4t

pered,. especially. in

to Jncompetence and

among - union membe;

end of it. He presumes

tions will be made and-sit ,8ll0
improved. He | s NoO g
and forgwes eas:ly;

lee many other charisy,

esffer

muich of that. It points up bne of

his great characteristics — a gre:
sense of humor in times ofjstress.

Again, Jacques Levy |llu,trates N

the point:

* “Onie $uch scene occurr ]
motel conference roo in

Bakersfield last July, 12 | hours -

an lmpasse after talks
from 6 p.m. to 3:30'a.m. N
farm workers had returned to the

conference room and
waitin fgfor the growers toappear:

Part of the negotiating team were

two dozen farm workers who sat
silent, senous and tense.:

”Suddenly Chavez. le
on the negotiating, table, facing.
the growers’ empty chairs, He
arched his left arm upward:whi
stretching out his right
garry thrust, In the best swash-

“This is Zorro,” he joked as he
‘went through his pantomume

The farm workers smiled and -

relaxed, their’ tenswns

”Thnrty mmutes later the
growers were back, the position
unchanged After 15 mmutes of

‘Chavez Union Reiterat ;.ees )
lence’ Posture

a recent meeting of ‘the blshops
they “showed an enthusiastic
mterest in your cause.”

The prelate descrlbed -that.

Among those lending sup “support as a “good page” in the
to’ the union’s efforts.to re country’s religious history and he

an reor anize (its members lp is
down to 18,000 from a

1970 peaZ of 80,000) after losing -

many of its igontracts, Auxiliary
Bishop . Joseph. F. Donnelly” of.
.Hartford, Conn., told the farm
- workers he brought the prayers
and wishe¢ of the us.
Catho ic blshops

if o
A

-cant

sald “1 am happy | was part of it.”

B:shop Donnelly said union
membershlp is not only a.right

but 2 duty. “The fime has long -

since- passed to debate the single
right to join aunion . . . Working

people. have a duty to organize
. Not-only must the worker be

concerned with his own personal

welfare, he must -be.concern

with the general welfare . . . No
workers stand 0‘f,alone can help
roblems, A union

w:th these p

- nobody starves. The people wil

Chavez and the Cathollc Church .

in which he belleves | remem
d

not too long ago a priest critic
the United Farm Workers. coné

useless - talk the negotiations
brgke up. The farm workers left

-the room shoutmg Huelga! —
‘Stnké

demnind Chavez for havin
rosary beads on the headboard o

a San jose Hospital bed where hé .~
was languishing as a result of .2
fast. The priest suggested it wat
merely a gimmick and- that-
Chavez had no religious smcerlty

The trouble was, the. priest had’
never met Chavez, but. only hi$

Chavez remains o timistic. The
coming boycott mi ht take ayear -
or two, he told his gollowers but
- growefs - cannot withstand the
pressure indefinitely. As for the
- workers, he spoke feom his ex-
“ perience: ‘In the movement[

sustain us.”.” detractors. One has to meet the"
And  his people sus,tam -man to believe in him and the .
righteousness of his-cause.. *

themselves through their faith in
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