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New York
leaders of
that the bro
drive, whi
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planned I
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But they wrgorously disagreed
with somé assessments that have
labeled the effort a “failure” eight
months aftert formal Iaunching

They-%ard both evangelism and
ecumenism @n the grassroots are
being streng hened by Key 73
despite the fact that many high
vrsrbrlrty programs on the

Seven top
y 73 admitted here
based evangelistic

has the theme
“Calhng Our Continent to Christ,”
, has not devéloped as orlgmallv

national - level
materialize.

) ;Z"fai'l‘ed " to

The Key 73 leaders conceded
that their organization was a

financial fiasco_on the national
level. But they felt that inability

“to produce several- television

specials, earlier anticipated, was a
blessing in disguise because it put
the burden of -responsibility on
local communities -and churches

where, they agreed, it belongs.

They challenged claims in
some sources that Key 73 has met
with apathy in"_ local
congregations, and they asserted

ON THE LINE-

Bt Cconsiding

No one takes a weatherman’
very seriously. The Associated
Press’s Byron.Beard had a feature
about one of these unhonored
prophets not long ago, a man
named Vic Michael. Seems that a
year ago; as. a nearly exhausted
hurricarie named Agnes spiraled
wetly into the general area 'of
Greater Wilkes Barre, Pa., Vic
“took over the mrrcophone of the
radio station.he manages, WMFP
.. in. effect,
“Don't believe those brg—trme
weather forcasters you've been
Jistening to — the ones who say
that nothing much is going to

happen around here in the way of
a flood.

He is an amateur hydrologist.
He had made his own study of a
number of small ‘neighboring
streams that were running over
their normal banks, and the rise

. of the Susquehanna.

Officials called him to bawl
rieedlessly to
the uneasiness of the people of
- Wyoming Valley; ‘who was he to-
question . the soothing
‘reassurdnces of the weather
experts ‘of the networks? One

. threatened to have hrm arrested.

Came Thursday June 22 1972,
. The rains came slantin down

with endless vigor, but life in the
area went on just about as ever.

Michael went.back to his mike
and told his listeners not to go to

- work but, instead, brace thém-
selves for a flood the likes of

which they had never seen.

They never had, as it soon’
out. ,
“At that time,” wrote Beard,
“the state-federal river
forecasting service in Harrrsburg,
100 miles downstream, was'
compiling field reports that
would be the basis of a special -
statement issued hours later. That
. statement predicted a river crest
‘of 25-26 feet at Milton, or about

‘67 feet above flood stage.

“Based on water marks, the

river ultimately to fp;%gdj 371fzeeft at
to: eet.

were reported
suffered one of the major floods

in the hrstorv of the natron The"

+ still

It's going to be awful.” .

‘commonplace in -
. the town. As forthe area itself, it

/.

roperty loss was all but in-
calculable the high water marks
on struct"ures can- still be seen,
more than a year later. People are
disgruntled . over the
bureaucratic hemmrng and
hawing that did not give them
proper warning. They still listen
to the better-known weathermen
on TV and radio. But they now
make sure to see if Vic' Mrchael
confirms those readings.”

Wilkes Barre a heavy sufferer
rsf hting back, and so is the rest
e valley. Federal and state
dollars which flowed into the
area in the immediate agony of
the floods have done their share
but are now just about exhausted.
The United Way must now get up

$1,650,000 or thousands of poor, -

aged sick victims of the wrath of
Agnes will Be worse off

It's-a tre‘lnendous SUm to ask of
the working people, merchants,

doctors, lawyers and firms. But -

there it is: staring good men .and
women in the face. Thé rest of

the nation may;l forget (or never
have heard) 'what Agnes did to

that part-of their country But the
residents, so-many of them wiped
out physrcally as . well as finan-
cially, cannot forget

And, apparently, will not

“Some will not be able to give
more. than, they. did the year
before,” said an editorial
Harrison H. Smith's erkes-Barre
‘Times-Leader, Evening News,

‘Record, a champron of - this -

sprrrted if not nationally known
crusade. “Others, however, will
be in a position to _contribute
even more than an additional 7.5
_per cent. The point is, that if each
of us gives his fair share the
United’” Way goal will be
.- achieved. It is a simple matter of
sletting one’s -conscience be his
guide when it comes to hielping_
those who "are in poorer cir-
cumstances.”. .
The crusade won't make the
front:page of the New York Times,
or be mentioned on the .évening
news (except Vic  Michael’s

evemng news.) But when the goal-

as it ‘dam” well will -
‘forever ingrained: in;

is ‘achieved

‘ s of the. uriselfish. people
who made,lt come true.

 that the drive has produced a nqw

coalition whose diverse pat-
ticipants will never go home to .

old isolation.

In an exclusive group ih-
terview, Dr. Theodore .
Raedeke, Key: 73. executive

director, and six of the sixteen
executive committee -members

talked about Key 73. 1
They fielded questions, artd

each had a chance to voice pro or
con responses to what has or has
not taken place under the Key 73

umbrella

The Rev. Atha Baugh
executive of the American Bapti
Churches, expressed regret —

called it a “tragedy” — that a"

"North American Churches have

not seized the opportunity Ke}' 3

offers for looking at evan
and mission as a style of on-gomg
Christian life. &

But he was equally regretful

that Key 73 has not done more to

draw minority participants by
putting more stress on justice 4s
part of the Christian message ‘

V
In addition té Dr. Raedeke and

Mr. Baugh, members of ar‘i

executive committee taking b

~ in the interview were the Rev
baml

Hale, United Methodist; Dr.
Benjamm Christian Churches '—
Churches of Christ; Bishop Hellty
Ginder, Brethren ‘in Chl' st
Church; the Rev. Wesley Smedes
Chri Jrﬁt Reformed Church, i{nd
Col. John D. Waldron,
Salvatron Army.

Key 73 was opened last jaurla
with cansiderable fanfare. Wlth
140 sponsorin groups e
denominations of wide drversrtyt
independent ~ evangeli
organizations ' and. numerb
Roman . Catholic dioceses — key
73 was seen as the most massiye
evangelistic thrust in. Notth
American history.

Sparked y a proposal made
late 1960s. by Dr. Carl F.
Henry then -editor "of

ile
,madg:zme Christianity Today,

lists five purposes
confrontmg every person in the
d Canada with Chtist,

ing all “'means to

munr te the. Chrrstian

ospr:i,
appl yr g the meaning of Christito

issues . shaping  society,
~ developing new resources for
evangelism - and .- helpitig

congrégations become “mote
effective. redemptrve centefs.”

While four months and

phases ‘of the 1973 trmeta{mo

Dr. Raedeke and his
colleagues were under no illusion
that Key 73 ongmal natrohal
budget will be raised

remain),

The largest sum in_the bu
was $2 million for programs s ch

_as television srecrals billboatds

and other pub promotron.

- Raedekej-+a-=clérgyman, .of | e .
dissotri 'Syh'od :

Lutheéran: Chutchy

said that at the b eserit: ,rate of
income.._Key - 73~ Will . proba ably

reach $600000for bothi national
A-program and operatrons.. :

r"Church hrstorrans wrll .n-
“doubtedly -cite ‘Key 73 -as .the =

-

-

the smallest budget he ‘com
mented.

In retrospect, Dr. Raedeke and

the executive committee
members did not seem displeased

that money was not found for
“spectacular” national programs. °
Several said that had a series of
TV specials been made, ons
in local communities might have
assumed Key 73 was ac-
complished without contributing
their own efforts.

Mr. Hale said that groups
pulled together in a more ef-
fective way on local and regional
levels because funds were not
available for national programs.

Neither Mr. Hale, Dr. Raedeke

or the others in the interview
would ac o(g)t the conclusion that
Key 73 pr little rmore than

a “yawn” in most locales — an’

assertion made by a Umted
Methodist newspape

Mr. Hale said at Ieast hralf of the )

40,000 United ’Methodrst
congregations were involved in

some way.

The men cited unprecedented
in the distributions of
ﬁles and portions of the
Scripture. They attributed the
increase directly to Key 73.

Mr. Smedes said . his
denomination, the Christian_
Reformed Church has carried out”
a“serious study” on the nature of
the Church' as a result of Key.73.
He said 10,000 small groups have
explored the question, “Who Are
the People of God in the World?”

Asked wh}l in a time that
seemed ripe for evangelism, Key
73 could not raise the $2 mrllron
for national purposes, the
executive committee members
had several responses. - .

Mr. Hale suggested that ‘in
some cases individuals decided
to make their contributions to
local and regional expressions of
Key 73. Mr. Smedes added that .
there was something “nebulous”
about a natronal orrganrzatron
that does not attract Dr.
Raedeke thought that perhaps the’

t was just too small to
chal lenge Americaps.

rson in - interview
spoke ofpl?ey 73 er%ontmbutron to-
inter-Churc ations. Dr.
Benjamin, said that on all levels
Key 73 meetings
represented ‘the first fime - con-
servatrve Protestant evangelicals,
persons” fromr denomrnatrons in
the Natronal Council of Churches
and Roman Ca?hollrcs have
collectwely discussed and.
participated
evangelism.

- R ,

Three- hundred leaders of
groups that prew sly.had little -
contacts, Dr. jarnin  con-
" tinued, f"rave n together for' -

73- planning.-

three* z ars” in Key
“We like:

don't "agree on  everything we

“respect-each other and love each:

other" he said. “And| that can’t

but change the relrgxous

, scene over the next. decad

' An- inevitable questr

. ‘i
. o

R R s

often

togelther cin

each. other and while we

—

ceiticism of Ke} 73, . Overall,

negatrve Jewish-reaction was not

ing much influence

on the dé sions of groups to take
part or stz out fthedrrve

Jewish. rrtxcism Bishop Cinder

said Christians-have the mandate

to bring Chrrst tolall persons but

‘be ;coercrve or

Theb shop among others, felt

« that drl ussion ?borft nChrrstran
-evangelism:in a pluralistic nation
g' ened the & tomore%'ﬁd
better Christian-Jéwish relations.
He recalled an m\(rtaton to speak

€ p answer
qc;resation Zﬁouﬁ Key 73 “The
climate good-throughoist,” he

sard,
Al

‘ took rlo stand for or
- against .| Ke 73 lon its policy
making level, a Council depart—
'waslisted as a sponsor. Has:
i ,ghurtorhelped Key 732

the panel was asl(ed

Col. Waldron of the Salvation
Army responded fo the question,
“It is .m0 hindrance,” he said.
“Catholic involvement is no
. handicap. Our people discovered
evangelically oriénted people in
other Ch rches It is probably not
possible (to get so many groups
togethieron-the basis of anything
bute?lian lism, tf%rugel ‘i)aa?t
enriching experience to be a
ofatota commrtrhent \zefeel at‘

and wrth those in pocral services.”

Bishop G"ndersard he did not
understand Key 73 as a means
only to- add - statistics to mem-
bership folls. He!said the larger
as to epare laymen
aring of faith

ppose I
“The interview touched on

phrase, | found in offrcral
materials, describing Key 73 asan
'attempt to stretch: a Christian

" over North Arerica,
From perspective of

pluralism thrs term is bothersome
to nume ous perrons.

Mr. le 'said “canopy” was
never intended | to . imply the
overshadowing of alf else but was
meant tolintroduce the image of
. an umbrella .under which many
Chrrstra priorities  could’
cooperative y rntfreact.

L
i There was a consensus among

Dr. Raedeke and the six executive

~ commiittes rs that if Key.
73 has done no ingelse and
felt it has more — it

has dissdlved.|some of the

American ¢ hnstr ns.

“People have discovered each

other acros¢all lrnes,"sard Brshop
‘Cinder. | 5 E

RGAS DINNER

A roast ef dinner
‘scheduled for 7:30 p.m: Satur ’v,.,
- Oct, 6, at the nochmer Harps:
"_- Club,” 115 | For

reservatrons- 66
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