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a l w a y s i n d i c a t e a l o s s o f f a i t h i n G o d a t a l l — f o r 
, t h e s i m p l e r e a s o n t h a t m a n y t e e n a g e r s h a v e 

n e v e r a c t u a l l y m a d e a r e a l a c t o f f a i t h i n G o d . 
A n a c t o f f a i t h i n t h e i r p a r e n t s ' f a i t h , p e r h a p s , o r 
i n S i s t e r ' s f a i t h , b u t n o t t h e i r o w n — b a s e d o n a 

persona^ realization of God and a personal 
c o m m i t m e n t t o H i m . I n e s s e n c e , w e a r e a s k i n g 

* t h e s e t e e n a g e r s t o g o t o a w e e k l y t e s t i m o n i a l 
d i n n e r f o r a P e r s o n t h e y n e v e r e v e n m e t , a n d 
c e r t a i n l y f e e l ' n o n e e d f o r . 

H e r e , I t h i n k , is t h e r e a l p r o b l e m : b r i n g i n g 
y o u n g s t e r s t o a p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h G o d . 
A l l t h e r e l i g i o n c o u r s e s a n d a l l t h e h o m i l i e s w i l l 

' r e m a i n as a c a d e m i c as C a l c u l u s u n l e s s o n e h a s a 
c o m m i t m e n t t o t h e P e r s o n r e l i g i o n is a l l a b o u t . 
A n d t h i s f a i t h - c o m m i t m e n t is a c a l c u l a t e d r i s k . 
T h e s c h o o l s c a n s u p p l y t h e d a t a , t h e c a l c u l a t i o n 

Ca r t , a n d t r y t o s h o w G o d ' s i n c r e d i b l e r i c h n e s s , 
u t t h e i n d i v i d u a l s t u d e n t is t h e o n l y o n e w h o 

c a n s u p p l y t h e r i s k . I t ' s s u r p r i s i n g n o w m a n y 
p e o p l e f a i l t o r e a l i z e t h a t . T h e i r a c c u s a t i o n s 
s e e m t o d e m a n d t h a t r e l i g i o n c l a s s e s e i t h e r 
m u s t h a v e s o m e m a g i c f o r m u l a t o , c o m p e l a 
" f r e e " a s s e n t ( w h i c h is a c o n t r a d i c t i o n ) o r m u s t 
r e s o r t t o t h e m e t h o d s o f D i c k e n s i a n w o r k h o u s e s 
t o g e t — i f n o t t r u e i n n e r a s s e n t — a t l e a s t l ess 

sulky attendance at Mass. It can't be done.. 

B u t j u s t as a d u l t s m a y o v e r h a s t i l y j u d g e t h a t 

t e e n a g e r s ' l a c k o f e x t e r n a l r e l i g i o s i t y is p r o o f o f 
n o i n n e r b e l i e f , t e e n a g e r s d o t h e s a m e t o a d u l t s . 

if adults' attendance at Mass at least seems to 
b e a p e r f u n c t o r y a n d j o y l e s s f u l f i l l m e n t o f f o r m , 
i f G o d is n e v e r s p o k e n o f i n t h e h o m e as a 
P e r s o n w i t h w h o m : t h e p a r e n t s h a v e a r e a l 
p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p , t h e t e e n a g e r a s s u m e s 
t h a t , e v e n f o r h i s p a r e n t s , t h e 4 5 - m i n u t e S u n d a y 
M a s s is a t w o r s t p h o n y a n d a t b e s t a d e a d e n e d 
f o r m a l i s m . P e r h a p s t h e p a r e n t ; : d o e s a c t u a l l y , 
p r a y d a i l y , p e r h a p s h e d o e s h a v e a t r u e 
r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h CZpd', b u t I w o n d e r i n h o w 
m a n y h o m e s a p a r e n t e v e r t a l k s a b o u t i t : P a r e n t s 
t a l k p l e n t i f u l l y o f t h e i r b u s i n e s s a n d s o c i a l 
r e l a t i o n s h i p s , b u t i n m y e x p e r i e n c e t h e y r a r e l y 
s p e a k o f t h e i r d i v i n e r e l a t i o n s h i p . 1 w o n d e r h o w 

many parents ever tell their children how they 
c a m e t o m e e t t h e l i v i n g G o d . U n l e s s j t h i s 

happens, for the teenager, religion is something 
u n r e a l , t o b e e n d u r e d t h r e e c l a s s e s a- w e e k a n d 

once on Sunday until he gets away from home. 
O f c o u r s e t h e y a r e w r o n g . O f c o u r s e t h e y a r e 

p a s s i n g b y t h e m o s t f u l f i l l i n g r e l a t i o n s h i p a 
h u m a n b e i n g c a n h a v e . B u t w h i p p i n g a b o y o r 
g i r l t o C h u r c h is l i k e f o r c i n g a b o y t o g o t o a 
p r o m w i t h a h o m e l y n e i g h b o r . H e ' l l g o . B u t 
t h e r e w o n ' t b e m u c h c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d l i t t l e 

> l i k e l i h o o d i o f p e r s o n a l r e l a t i o n s h i p . A n d h e ' s n o t 
l i k e l y t o a s k h e r b u t a g a i n . 

I s u p p o s e w h a t I ' m r e a l l y a s k i n g p a r e n t s i s : is 
t h a t aN y o u w a n t ? I f y o u r s o n o r d a u g h t e r w e n t 
t o M a s s w i t h o u t g r o u s i n g , w o u l a y o u b e 
s a t i s f i e d a n d f o r g e t t h e w h o l e t h i n g ? Is t h a t a l l 
C a t h o l i c i s m m e a n s ? I f s o , t h a t ' s t h e m e s s a g e , 
t e e n a g e r s ' h a v e g o t t e n . . ' ' 

out of Mass,don't go." I have never said that. In 
f a c t q u i t e a f e w b o y s I t e a c h g e t a b i t f r u s t r a t e d 

that I refuse to back down to that position. And 
y e t c o u n t l e s s p a r e h t s t e l l m e t h e y ' v e h e a r d I 

teach precisely that. Nothing could be further 
f r o m t h e t r u t h b u t , l i k e f e a t h e r s i n t h e w i n d , 
s u c h f a l s e a c c u s a t i o n s c a n n e v e r b e p i c k e d u p , 

b y a n a r t i c l e l i k e t h i s . e v e n 

A CLARIFICATION 

'all: 
N o w l e f s g e t o n e t h i n g c l e a r o n c e a n d f o r ^ 

I am not saying, "If you don't get anything 

I've been accused also of saying Mass with 
h a m b u r g e r s a n d b e e r — w h i c h is r e p u l s i v e ; 
s m o k i n g a t M a s s — w h i c h is e v e n e s t h e t i c a l l y 
u g l y ; e v e n s a y i n g M a s s l y i n g f l a t o n t h e a l t a r — 

w h i c h w o u l d t a k e a b l o o d y c o n t o r t i o n i s t ! I s a y 
t h i s n o t m e r e l y i n s e l f - d e f e n s e b u t i n d e f e n s e o f 
t h e o t h e r p r i e s t s , n u n s a n d b r o t h e r s i n t h e 
d i o c e s e a n d a c r p s s t h e c o u n t r y w h o m I 've h e a r d 
v i l i f i e d i n t h e s a m e w a y . t h e w h o l e m a t t e r 
w o u l d b e s i l l y i f i t w e r e n ' t so d i v i s i v e a n d s o 
u n j u s t , b e c a u s e s o m a n y p e o p l e b e l i e v e t h e s e 

' l i es w i t h o u t m a k i n g t h e v e r y s i m p l e e f f o r t t o ask 
t h e p e r s o n s o R e c u s e d i f t h e a c c u s a t i o n s a r e 
t r u e . W h a t ' s m o r e , w h y s h o u l d t h e p a r e n t b e 
l i e v e t h a t a p e r s o n w h o is u n s a l a r i e d , c e l i b a t e 
a n d d e p e n d e n t f o r t h e s a k e o f t h e C h u r c h 
w o u l d u n d e r m i n e t h e v e r y B o d y f o r w h i c h h e ' s 
g i v e n h i s l i f e? A s F a t h e r J e r r y S t a r r a t t . SJ, h a s 
s a i d i n a n o t h e r c o n t e x t , i f t h a t ' s w h a t y o u 

think of us, "gp get yourselves another set of 
v e s t a l v i r g i n s . ' " 1 ' 

T h i s d i f f i c u l t y s t e m s , o f c o u r s e , f r o m t h e f a c t 
t h a t t h e t e e n a g e r — l i k e a l l t h e r e s t o f us — is 

uncomfortable |/vith nuanced thought. All the 
Q u a l i f i c a t i o n s d r o p o u t , e v e n h e g a t i v e s , a n d h e 

h e a r s w h a t h e w a n t s t o h e a r . * 

— I d o b e l i e v e t h a t e v e r y o n e n a s a n o b l i g a t i o n 
t o w o r s h i p God , ] a t l eas t w e e k l y — n o t b e c a u s e 
t h e C h u r c h s a y s ; s o , n o t b e c a u s e i t ' s a m o r t a l s i n 
t o m i s s , n o t b e c a u s e h e ' l l g o t o h e l l . I g o t o M a s s 
e v e r y w e e k r i o t b e c a u s e t h e t h i r d c o m 
m a n d m e n t f o r c e s m e t o — a n y m o r e t h a n I v i s i t 
m y m o t h e r inH B u f f a l o b e c a u s e t h e f o u r t h 
c o m m a n d m e n t f o r c e s m e t o . I d o b o t h b e c a u s e 
a n h o n e s t r e c o g n i t i o n o f m y p l a c e i n t h e 
u n i v e r s e o b l j g e s m e t o . I g o , e v e n w h e n " 1 g e t 
n o t h i n g o u t o f i t / ' b e c a u s e I o w e i t t o b o t h C o d 
a n d m y p a r e n t s ! ; f o r w h a t t h e y ' v e d o n e f o r m e . 

T h e d i f f e r e n c e i n t h e t w o m o t i v e s is b e t w e e n 

the Law of the Hebrews which was written on 
s t o n e a n d t h e L a w o f C h r i s t w h i c h is w r i t t e n i n 

our hearts. Before, I went to Mass because the 
C h u r c h " f o r c e d j ' f m e t o ; n o w > I g o b e c a u s e I 
f o r c e m e t o . T h e k e y , o f c o u r s e , is t h a t I r e a l i z e 
m y i n d e b t e d n e s s . I f t h e r e is a n y s i n g l e r e a s o n I 
k n o w t h a t k e e p s k i d s f r o m r e a l i z i n g t h e i r i n 
d e b t e d n e s s t o C & d a n d l f r o m a n I n n e r o b l i g a t i o n 
t o w o r s h i p h i m J i t is t h a t t h e y a r e s o u t t e r l y 
s p o i l e d . I f i n d t h a t t e e n a g e r s t a k e - t h e g i f t o f 
e x i s t e n c e f o r g r a n t e d j u s t as t h e y t a k e t h e i r 
m o t h e r s ' l a b o r p a i n s f o r g r a n t e d . S o m u c h s o 
t h a t i t n e v e r c r o s s e s t h e i r m i n d s ; m u c h less d o 
t h e y r e f l e c t t h a t b o t h w e r e g i f t s t h e y d i d n o t h i n g 
t o d e s e r v e . I f o n e : d o e s n ' t e v e r i r e a l i z e t h a t h e ' s 
b e e n g i v e n a g i f y i t ' s p r e t t y h a r d t o r o l l b u t o f 
b e d e v e r y S u n d a y m o r n i n g t o t h a n k s o m e o n e h e 
doesn't eve^ know is there. And if a tefenager 
h a s n e v e r f a c e d d e a t h o r r e a l w a n t , | i f h i s 
c o m p l a c e n i c y h a s n e v e r b e e n s e r i o u s l y 
t h r e a t e n e d * j h e h a s n e v e r f a c e d h i s o w n ] f i n i t e 

dependence. Wlio needs God? And, inevitably, 
w h o n e e d s M a s s ? 

AND IT GETS WORSE 

A d d t o a l l t h i s t h e c o n f u s i o n i n t h e C h u r c h . 

Priests and bishops "leaping the league" have 
b e c o m e s o c o m m o n p l a c e t h e y s e l d o m m a k e t h e 

papers anymore, Yet these are the very people 
w h o c o u n s e l e d y o u t h t o c h a s t i t y a n d t h e 
s a n c t i t y o f o n e ' s o b l i g a t i o n s ' t o t h e C h u r c h . 

A d d a l s o t h e v e r y r e a l ( t o t h e y o u n g s t e r ) 
d i s t i n c t i o n b e t w e e n " C a t h o l i c i s m " a n d 
" C h r i s t i a n i t y . " " C a t h o l i c i s m " m e a n s t e l l i n g m e 
a l l t h e t h i n g s I c a n ' t d o ; " C h r i s t i a n " m e a n s d o i n g 
n i c e t h i n g s f o r m y n e i g h b o r — w h i c h is l i t t l e 
d i f f e r e n t f r o m t h e L i o n s ' C l u b . N e i t h e r s o u n d s 
w o r t h g e t t i n g u p e a r l y f o r a n y m o r n i n g . 

E v e n f u r t h e r , a d d t h e e f f e c t t h a t M a d i s o n 
A v e n u e h a s h a d o n a t e e n a g e r ' s v a l u e s . I f o n e 
a d d e d a l l t h e h o u r s k i d s h a v e . h e a r d p r i e s t s , n u n s 
a n d p a r e n t s s p e a k o f i m m a t e r i a l v a l u e s a n d 
c o m i p a r e d i t t o t h e c o u n t l e s s h o u r s t h a t T V , 
b i l l b o a r d s a n d , m o v i e s h a v e d e m o n s t r a t e d 
m a t e r i a l v a l u e s , j t h e C h u r c h . w o u l d l o s e h a n d s 

down. Every ad promises instant satisfaction or 
d o u b l e y o u r m o n e y b a c k . A s a r e s u l t , t e e n a g e r s 
e x p e c t t h e s a m e f r o m t h e C h u r c h . S o r r y , C h a r l i e . 

It can't deliver. You get what you give — that's 
t h e G o s p e l i n a i n u t s h e l l . 

that 
IS 

A n d y e t 
teenager and 
a w a r e n e s s t h a t 
G o s p e l s a n d 
Jesus a b o u t s e l l 
l a u g h i n g a t 
w h o y o u a r e a n c 

m a n y p a r e n t s 
goes; as c o u n t e r 
c o n s u m e r i s m as 
d o e s . 

e x p e c t a t i o n r e m a i n s i n t h e 

further aggravated by his 
h i s p a r e n t s n e v e r r e a d t h e 

surely don't buy that jazz from 
n g a l l y o u h a v e f o r t h e p o o r , 

c o m p e t i t i o n , b e i n g c o n t e n t w i t h 
nc w h a t y o u h a v e . I w o n d e r h o w 

r e a l i z e t h a t t h e m e s s a g e o f Jesus 
t o o u r A m e r i c a n c u l t u r e o f 
t h e m e s s a g e o f t h e H i p p i e s 

B u t f o r m e b y f a r t h e m o s t d a m a g i n g 

argument kids lave against the Church and 
M a s s is t h e m a n i f e s t l a c k o f j o y i n b o t h C h u r c h 
and Mass. A teenager, like any potential con
vert,, can look at the Church and say, "Okay. If 
you've found thu rock bottom-truth of human 
l i f e , i f y o u ' v e r e a l l y f o u n d t h e G o o d N e w s t h a t 
se ts y o u t r u l y f r e e , w h y c a n ' t I s e e i t i n t h e w a y 
y o u ac t? I f I h a d t h a t , I ' d j u m p f o r j o y ! B u t y o u 
d o n ' t s e e m a n y m o r e h a p p y o r f r e e o r a l i v e t h a n 
P r o t e s t a n t s I k n o w — o r J e w s - = ^ o r a t h e i s t s ! — 
A n d t h e w a y y o u a c t s h o u t s s o l o u d l y I c a n ' t 

hear what you !ay." 

T h e C h u r c h 

r e l i g i o n c l a s s , is 
m i x e d - u p i d e a t h 
o n l y t o k e e p u p 

t h e y l i v e i n b e a r s s o l i t t l e 
r e s e m b l a n c e t o t l e i d e a l C h u r c h t h e y h e a r o f i n 

it any wonder kids get the 
i jat w e w a n t t h e m t o g o ' t o M a s s 

_ . . . . . _ — r _ r i ;he a t t e n d a n c e f i g u r e s a n d t h e 
c o l l e c t i o n s ? T h e y ' r e w r o n g , o f c o u r s e . B u t t h a t ' s 
n o t t h e p r o b l e m . T h e p r o b l e m i s t h e y t h i n k 

they're right and will not be convinced or 
c o n v e r t e d b y h o w w e a r g u e b u t b y w h a t w e d o . 

Next Week; lust what can we, that is the 
C h u r c h , d o a b o u t t h e p r o b l e m . 

Religious Book Cdl. Cooke Installs 
K of C State Officers 

S i s t e r R o b e r t a t l e f t L a n T s i s t e r P a t r i c i a . 

Two Sisters Receive 
Eduiation Dept Posts 

There are j t w o new assjgments 
in t h e diocesan Depar tment o f 
Educat ion for t he school year 
1973-74J 

Sister Pat r ic ia ,Pul lman, SSJ, is 
ass i s tan t s u p e r i n t e n d e n t o f 
rel ig ious ins t ruct ion. Work i ng 
d i rec t l y 'w i th : Father Daniel Brent, 
super in tendent o f schools, she 

will cojprdinatei all phases of 
rel igious' educa t ion i n parochial 
schools. 

/ Sister Roberta T ierney, SSND, is 
t he n e w assistant super intendent 
fo r ins t ruc t ion . Her Job. w i l l be t o 
w o r k * WitrV Father Brent o n 

cur r i cu lum deve lopment in al l 
areas except rel igious inst ruct ion, 
t o coord ina te test ing, and t o 
p rov ide in-service programs for 
•teachers; • . . ' • • . - . 

— r ' 
Sister, Patr icia fo r t he past 20 

-years, "has been-.'.teacher .and; 
pr inc ipal a t St_ Mary^s, Waterloo;^ 
Guardian "Angels,-St l . Stanislaus, 

^ a c r e d Heart , S t Mon ica 's and 
Corpus Christ!. 

Now in her 11th year w i t h the 
Roches te r p a r o c h i a l s c h o o l 
system, Sister Roberta has been 
pr inc ipal a t St. Phi l ip Neri 's, St.* 
Margaret Mary 's , and at a school 
in Brooklyn. . 

Mornil l - S i s t e r , M i r y V i n -
cenza, i>SND, rel igious educat ion 
coord inator o f . St. Ann'£ Parish 
here h a ^ recent ly received wo rd 
her b o o k Creative Religion In
vo lvement Programs has been 
publ ished b y . A l b a House. 

The book-presents a series o f 
invo lvement programs designed 
t o reduce bo redom and rout ine in 
the re l ig ion \classroorri j w h i l e , 
stressing; creat ive expression and • 
long-term mastery o f t he mater ia l 
presentejd. 

The major programs fo l l ow 
m o n t h l y t h e m e s w h i c h a re 

•pr imari ly l i tu rg ica l . T h e au thor , . 
Who has had w i d e teach ing 
e x p e r i e n c e , has u s e d t h e s e 

-programs w i t h great success in 

grades 7 t h ru 9. 

ALTAR BOY PICNIC 

Addison - T h e a l jar boy 
p icn ic fo r boys o f St. Catherine's 
w i l l be M d Monday , Oc t . 8 . 

C a r d i n a l T e r e n c e C o o k e , 
chaplain o f t he New York State 
Counc i l , Knights o f Coiumbus, 
instal led State Deputy An t f i pny 
B. Caramele and o ther state 
o f f i c e r s d u r i n g t h e a n n u a l 
meet ing Mass on Saturday, Sept. 
8 a t Grossingers. 

' Caramele is a past grand kn igh t 

of St. Luke's Council in the Bronx. 
He has been ac t ive i n parish 
affairs a t Our te j f l y 'o f . Assumpt ion 

: in t h e Bronx anq is pres ident of; 

t h e C a r d i n a l ' s C o - o r d i n a t i n g 
Commi t tee o f Catho l ic Lay Or
ganizat ion o f t h e Archdiocese o f 
NewFYdrk. 

The purpose o f t he statewide 
meeting^ is t o have state officers. 

i and chairmen explain to grand 
- knights and d is t r i c t deput ies the 
various _charitable and 
b e n e v o l e n t p r o g r a m s , t o b e 
i m p l e m e n t e d i n t h e l o c a l 
counci ls , . 

Cardinal Terence Cook, state chaplain of the Knights of 
C o l u m b u s [ C e n t e r ] , i n s t a l l e d n e w l y e l e c t e d o f f i c e r s Of 
t h e g r o u p a t t h e a n n u a l ' s t a t e c o n v e n t i o n h e l d a t G r o s s * 
inger 's , A t l e f t is S t a t e D e p u t y A n t h o n y B . C a r a m e l e , a t 
. right is t h e K n i g j i f s S u p r e m e D i r e c t o r J a m e s E . F o l e y , 
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