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Retreats 
Text and Photos By Susan McKinney 

A fresh insight into religion and fami ly 
l i fe was of fered 150 participant^ in thje fami ly 
renewal retreat held last week a tCan lp Stella 
Maris. 

The retreat was one of a series of three 
week-long sessions wh ich drew about 21 
famil ies each to the diocesan (campgrounds. 

The popular i ty of the program has grown 
steadily since i t started three y^ears ago, and 
now has a wai t ing list of prospective 
retreatants. ! 

the 
» Father Robert Hammond 

spiritual d i rector, said that 
"based on "the fami ly uni t 
commune is formed. People 

the I groups' 
sessions are 

and God. A 
learn what i t 

means t o be a fami l y . " He said the goal of the 

program is to "bu i ld famil ies in Christ and to 
show children that the fa i th and religion 
wh ich we talk about all year are a.real th ing, 
an important th ing in our l ives." 

Terry. Hol ly noticed a change in his 
childrens' behavior during the retreat. "The 
ones who were really reluctant to come this 
year are the same'ones who are making plans 
for when they come back again next year," he 
said. 

Andy Gutacker had but a single regret, 
"wish they had something like this when I 
had al l e ight 'k ids at home." 

Whi le , standard camp activities are 
available for. the retreatants, the greatest 
experience for them appeared, to be the 
warmth of their communi ty . 

during their afternoon Masses where campers 
brought the chapel to l i fe, under home-made 
banners, as they wished each Other, the 
fel lowship and peace of Christ, v » ' . 

Twenty-five teen-age volunteers make up ; 
the major part of the camp's sta|f for the ; 
retreats. Father Hammond noted that 
although each retreat week uses dif ferent 
volunteers there is never any shortage of, 
help. 

Rounding out the staff are seminarians,* 
who serve as counsellors, keep oh eye on 
youngsters and ini t iate activities to get 
everyone involved in camp life. \ 

Jhe retreatants all spoke enthusiast ical ly 
of the sense of family closeness; communi ty-
sharing, mutual concern and lived religion 

This was most strikingly in evidence which they experienced 

Danny Davison, at left, reassures Katie fleisher on the dinner menu< 
Above, Kathy Mahone, Pete Clifford, Robb Daniel, Dan Condon] 

- and Mary Ellen Orgle furnished music during the Mass. ? 

- • • • ? ! 
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